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1.
PURPOSE

1.1 To seek approval and adoption of the revised Council Waste Awareness and Education Strategy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions – Protect and enhance the environmental quality of the area.

· Council`s core values - Ensure that access to services is available to all; and treat everyone equally.

· Community Objectives – Environmental excellence

· Corporate Priorities – To recycle and compost 56% of all waste by 2015 in accordance with our Waste Management Strategy

· To support the commitments in the Corporate Performance and Improvement Plan 2007 we will:
ACTION



OUTPUTS & TARGETS

To roll out the three stream waste collection service    The 3 stream refuse and recycling     service will cover all parts of the Borough and be extended to 95% of households by the end of 2008.


To raise awareness of waste minimisation, 
The amount of waste produced by each

recycling and composting
household reduced to 388kg per property per annum by 2010 and increased participation in recycling and composting initiatives.
2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
Members have for some considerable time recognized the importance of raising public awareness on waste issues and the need for education to change public behaviour and attitude towards waste and encourage increased participation in waste minimization, recycling and composting initiatives.

2.2
It was also accepted that adopting a waste awareness and education strategy would clearly indicate this Councils commitment to raising public awareness on waste. Additionally it would provide an ideal educational framework leading to consistency of information. And identify more practical activities that could be undertaken by not just the Council but by everyone.  

2.3
The first Waste Education and Awareness Strategy was originally prepared by the University of Central Lancashire and presented the observations and findings of the author. It was compiled from a number of sources and was intended to be a concise, relatively non-technical source of information.

2.4
Members of the Community Committee adopted the first Waste Awareness and Education Strategy in May 2004.
3.0 ISSUES

3.1
In the five years since adopting the Strategy, Ribble Valley has introduced significant changes to how it collects and handles domestic waste that has led to achieving its recycling performance targets

3.2
Just to maintain the current recycling performance levels householders  we need to continue to encourage our residents to support and participate in all waste minimization, reuse and recycling initiatives. However in order to meet the challenging national targets and those contained within the Lancashire Municipal Waste Management Strategy will require recovery of additional recyclable material from the domestic waste streams and a review of our waste awareness and education campaigns and initiatives.

3.3
The revised Waste Awareness and Education Strategy attached  contains 7 sections outlining the aims of the strategy, a review of actions and achievements to date, changes to recycling within Ribble Valley and proposals for future campaigns and initiatives.

3.4
It is proposed that upon approval of the Strategy an Action Plan will be drawn up and presented to Members at a future date.


4.
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications:

● 
Resources – A figure of £11680 has been included within the 2009/2010 recycling revenue budget for promotional initiatives. External support both in resources and financial terms has been secured to support some of the proposed initiatives. Other initiatives will require officer time rather than financial investment. An affordable programme of waste awareness and educational activities will be developed to keep within the allocated budget. 

●
Technical, Environmental and Legal – Ribble Valley Borough Council has invested significantly in the introduction of the 3 stream refused and recycling collection service. In order to meet the waste minimization and recycling targets the scheme is reliant on public support and participation and it is vital that we continue to raise awareness and change public attitude towards the way they deal with waste. 

●
Political – None at this stage 

    ●
Reputation – The Council`s own achievements will determine how residents, stakeholders, partners and Government view our waste management performance. This view can only be enhanced if we use effective communication and introduce initiatives that will create an improvement in understanding and support. The Strategy sets out a list of campaigns and initiatives that will meet these objectives.

5.

RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE:

5.1 Note the report, and,

5.2
Approve the revised Waste Awareness and Education Strategy for Ribble Valley. 

DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SERVICES
For further information, please contact John Heap.  Tel: 01200 414461
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