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1
PURPOSE

1.1
  To update members on developments affecting the public open space at Calderstones

1.2
  Relevance to the Council’s aims and ambitions

·  This report contributes to protecting and enhancing the environmental quality of the area.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 In September 2007, members were informed of the findings of a consultation exercise        with residents to determine the future development of the public open space at Calderstones.

2.2
 Members noted the outcome of the consultation, and agreed to the preparation of detailed designs, in conjunction with ward councillors and residents.

2.3
In conjunction with such designs, given its semi-industrial past, a site survey and subsequent management plan were also required.

2.4 In order to take the project forward, it was agreed to engage the services of Groundwork  Pennine Lancashire.

3 CURRENT SITUATION

3.1 Over the last twelve months, Groundwork have, in conjunction with partners, developed proposals for the woodland area, and are close to producing a draft management plan.  The latest plan for the development of the two areas of public open space will be on display on the evening of the Committee meeting.

3.2 To arrive at these proposals, the following activity has taken place:

· The formation of a working group, including officers and members;

· Open meeting with the public;

· The development of a Friends group;

· The establishment of a ‘Blog’ for the project;

· Site surveys;

· Identification of additional funding services; and

· Public events within the woodland.

4 ISSUES

As members will appreciate, the development of the scheme has not been without its difficulties.  Apart from the issues around the allocation of the designated functions for Calderstones, which members will be all too familiar with, the Parish Council, along with a handful of individuals, feel they have not been consulted about the scheme.  We can confirm that the consultation process has been extremely thorough, and can demonstrate that opportunities were available for all parties to contribute
.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

Approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – The current estimate for work is c£200,000.  This does not take into account work carried out so far.  The funds currently available are as follows:

                   £

-  75,000

























  of our own funds from the commuted sum
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grant from LCC small sites

-  40,000    from Big Lottery Children’s Play Fund

Total  120,000

The funding committed so far is as follows:

-  18,724   
















Groundwork Pennine Lancashire

-  70,000





























 



 Woodland Play Facility

-    5,761     Woodland Clearance

Total   94,485

This leaves a balance of £25,514 towards the remainder of the proposed costs, leaving a balance of £104,486 still to find.  Groundwork are currently seeking external funding sources to fill the funding gap.  It would be preferable if the scheme were carried out as a whole but, if we had significant delays in fund-raising, then the project could be phased, in order to meet the timescales of other funders (Big Lottery).  It should be noted that the costs identified above, only relate to capital works and do not take into consideration on-going maintenance or any additional issues identified within the management plan.  Committee shall be aware that the proposal will incur additional revenue expenditure on maintenance that will have to be included in future budgets.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – Because of previous users on the site (underground reservoir etc), the safety of the site has had to be considered in future management planning.  Members should also note that this report only relates to existing agreements at Calderstones, and has ignored any potential future implications via the current planning application.
· Political/Reputational – members will be aware that the provision of recreational facilities at Calderstones has been a long and drawn out affair.  The current proposal demonstrates the Council’s commitment to deliver something positive in conjunction with Calderstones’ residents.

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1 Note the contents of the report and comment on the design proposals.

6.2 Endorse the work carried out by the working group, and agree to the implementation of the project, subject to continued involvement of the Friends Group and available funding.

6.3
Note the revenue cost implications of the proposed works for future budget considerations.

JOHN C HEAP
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information please ask for 
Chris Hughes 01200 414479
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