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1
PURPOSE

To inform Committee of progress on various aspects of arts and sports development provision.

2

COMMUNITY SAFETY

Peter Fletcher launches the Longridge ‘Midnight Football League’ on Friday 24 July.  This will run for the school summer holidays, and will provide a later version of the Sports Club but on five consecutive Fridays.  The league will be FREE to enter and for two age categories; 13-15yr olds, and 16-17yr olds.  A girls’ league will be run in addition to this, if there is sufficient interest.  The league will run at Longridge high School from 8-10pm.

Funding has been secured from RVSP to continue the Friday evening opening of the Juice Bar in Clitheroe.  This provides a facility where young people can meet in a non-alcohol environment.  Numbers have been encouraging, between seventy and eighty each Friday, and the main aim of keeping young people off the streets and away from alcohol, has succeeded.

Parents in Partnership, launched earlier this year at The Grand, Clitheroe, has also proved to be a great success, giving parents support, where needed, and information as to which agency to turn to when they have problems with teenage children.  Both High Schools in Longridge are keen to roll out the support mechanism over in Longridge, and a formal launch is scheduled for Wednesday 16 September at Longridge High School, starting at 4pm.

Finally, discussions are underway with a variety of agencies to provide more meaningful dry and alcohol outreach services in the Ribble Valley.  Whilst our numbers in treatment are relatively low, it can be argued that they are artificially low because of the need to travel to either Accrington or Blackburn for treatment.  Agencies involved in the discussions are police, Primary Care Trust, Lancashire Drug & Alcohol Action Team, and the Community Safety Partnership.

3 TOURISM 

Ribble Valley Tourism Association
The RVTA is progressing well in its new drive to increase membership with the assistance of a new part time administrator, Valerie Jackson. This post is jointly funded by Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board and by the RVTA. Valerie is also RVBC’s part time Tourist Information Assistant and therefore she will be able to provide a good link between the council and the tourism association. 

The RVTA Chairman has secured a regular feature for tourism matters in Live Ribble Valley magazine. This is an opportunity to report on association activities and highlight news and areas of interest with regards to tourism. The RVBC Tourism and Arts Officer writes this article every month. 

Lancashire and Blackpool Tourism Awards 2009/10

The 2009/10 Lancashire and Blackpool Tourism Awards was a celebration of innovation and creativity, with winners and finalists sharing the limelight with broadcaster, writer and Lancashire champion, the brilliant and entertaining Stuart Maconie.

Further live entertainment was provided by star of TV and stage Craig Chalmers, who will be touring this August to the Grand Theatre Blackpool as Joseph in Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, accompanied here by the students of Michael Hall Theatre School, Blackpool.  On arrival and during the lunch, guests were serenaded by the highly acclaimed Lancashire Sinfonietta.

Stuart presented each of the winners with their trophies and certificates at the biggest ever Lancashire and Blackpool Tourism Awards, with almost 300 guests in attendance at Ribby Hall Village, Wrea Green. 

Several Ribble Valley businesses were amongst the prizewinners, listed below:

Taste Lancashire Award – Sponsored by Made in Lancashire and Food North West Winner:LaLocandaRistoranteItaliano,Gisburn                                                                 Highly Commended: The Carmen Rose, Ribchester

Best Tourism Experience of the Year – Sponsored by Blackpool International Airport Highly Commended: Ribble Valley Food Trail

Small Hotel of the Year – Sponsored by Lancashire County Developments Ltd Winner:  Mytton Fold Hotel and Golf Complex, Langho

Self Catering Award – The Northwest Regional Development Agency:           Winner: Clough Bottom Farm Cottages, Bashall Eaves

Clitheroe Visitor Information Centre

The VIC is currently being inspected for the NWDA secret shopper exercise.  This scheme scores the centre and its staff on its customer and quality of service via email, telephone, and in person and is also scored on its presentation.  Results of this exercise will be reported at next committee. 

With the support of Whalley Chamber of Trade, Whalley Post Office has been partly transformed into a Tourist Information Point.  This is great news for Whalley and surrounding villages, as now there is more local information available to visitors and residents alike who are visiting the village.  The Post Office will be stocked with leaflets and information, free walks and attractions information, which have been sourced from the Clitheroe Visitor Information Centre and other local sources. 

Longridge and District Food and Drink Festival 

The inaugural festival, which took place from 26-28 June at the Corporation Arms in Longridge, has been hailed a huge success by organisers. The festival began on Friday 26 June, with the opening of the beer marquee, for the start of the Beer festival. Friday saw 300 people in attendance, with live entertainment provided by two local bands.

The main festival was officially opened at 10am on Saturday 27 June, by celebrity Stuart Hall, followed by a programme of Chef demonstrations hosted by Celebrity Chef Brian Mellor in the demonstration theatre.  The large food marquee hosted an array of quality food producers from Lancashire giving visitors a real taste of the county.

The Ribble Valley Borough Council Regeneration and Tourism departments supported the festival, with the latter hosting a tourism exhibition stand promoting the Ribble Valley Food Trail and tourism in Ribble Valley.  RVBC tourism staff manned this stand with volunteers from Ribble Valley Tourism Association. 

Total attendance figures for the weekend were 1400 visitors, and the committee have since received very positive feedback.  Early indications show that the organisers are keen to make this an annual event, which is a worthy addition to the district’s event calendar. 

Clitheroe Castle Picnic

To mark the opening of Clitheroe Castle Museum, a Family Picnic was organised by the RVBC tourism department with support from the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board on Bank Holiday Monday 25 May from 12noon in the Clitheroe Castle Grounds.

It was also part of the Guinness World Record attempt for the largest picnic across multiple venues organised by National Family Week.  

The turnout for the event exceeded expectations as we registered 917 people for the record attempt. This was helped by very good weather and has counted as one of the largest picnics across the country, which took place for this initiative. 

4 SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

Longridge – Community Activity Development

As part of the transitional arrangement with Longridge High School for the delivery of activities from the Sports facilities, a programme of support/action plan has been identified with the Headteacher and Head of PE (see below).  This programme will serve to initiate and establish sports activities so that the school will be able to take up sole organisation and delivery once the sustainability has been demonstrated in terms of participation levels.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Project Name
	When?
	Age Group
	Community or School
	Action

	Mini Squash / Junior Squash After School Club
	3.30-4.30 (secondary)

4.30-5.30

(primary)
	Mini Squash - KS 1 & 2 (7-11 year olds)

Junior Squash – KS 3 & 4 (12 – 16 year olds)
	Community
	- speak to John Gibson to set-up after school sessions

	Streetdance/Cheerleading Session/Club
	Saturday morning/afternoon


	12 – 16 year olds
	Community
	- if successful, Angie to arrange coach for club



	Junior Badminton Club
	6.30-8.30
	8 – 16 year olds
	Community
	- Tom to find badminton coach to deliver sessions

- Tom to speak to senior group to begin talks about establishing a club

	Community Basketball Session
	Saturday Morning

10am-12
	7-10 year olds

11 – 16 year olds
	Community
	- Tom to speak to Neal to set-up club and establish ages, times etc

	Midnight 5-a-side Football League
	Late Friday evening (8pm onwards)
	14 year olds +
	Community (CSP)
	- Kieran to come back with price of hire

- Pete to then arrange format and book facilities


Club or Centre Sessions ?

	Squash Open
	Winter
	18 year olds +
	Club with Community support
	- formation of a squash club required before events can be organised

- Kieran to inform Tom of booking arrangements for centre before decision is made

	Badminton Open (Junior/Senior)
	Spring
	All ages
	Club with community support
	- formation of a Badminton club required before events can be organised

- Kieran to inform Tom of booking arrangements for centre before decision is made

	Senior Over 35s 5-a-side league
	Winter
	Over 35s
	School/Community
	- Kieran to establish if this is new duty officer remit or community


	Project Name
	When?
	Age Group
	Community/ School or Club
	Action

	Girls Football League
	Friday night or alternative night
	Years 7,8,9
	Community/School
	- Kieran to establish if this is new duty officer remit or community


Coach Education 

	Project Name
	When?
	Age Group
	School/Community
	Action

	Minimum Operating Standards Courses 
	Evenings and weekends


	14+
	Community
	

	Young Leadership Courses
	Evenings and weekends
	14+
	Community
	- As above

- Tom to speak with NGB’s to facilitate courses

	Governing Body Awards
	Evenings and weekends
	16+
	Community
	- Tom to speak with clubs to establish need for courses

- Tom to put together programme for clubs


Summer Activity Scheme

This year’s summer scheme will take the form of Outdoor Activity Days at various rural venues across the Borough.

The activity package includes:

· mobile climbing wall

· mobile skatepark

· Go-Ride Cycling Activities

· Orienteering Challenges

· Family-led walk

All these are being run by either voluntary clubs and/or sporting organizations, and will take place on Wednesdays, weekly from 9.30am onwards.  The scheme aims to stimulate interest in alternative outdoor pursuits, with the emphasis being on trying something new!  The venues include Whalley, Longridge, West Bradford, Chipping and Slaidburn.
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