RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO 
HEALTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE

                                                                                                                                                                   Agenda Item No.   

meeting date:
THURSDAY, 23 JULY 2009

title:
USE OF SOCIAL HOUSING WAITING LIST IN SUPPORT OF 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

submitted by:
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

principal author:
RACHAEL STOTT

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the use of waiting lists as supporting evidence in the assessment of housing need.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – To meet the identified housing needs in the borough.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
As documented in the Affordable Housing Memorandum of Understanding, four pieces of evidence are use to identify housing need in a parish:

· the social housing waiting list;

· the affordable housing waiting list;

· housing needs surveys; and

· strategic housing market assessment.

2.2
The social housing waiting list for all social housing in the borough is held and maintained by Ribble Valley Homes, this function is detailed in the service level agreement agreed at the time of stock transfer in April 2008.  Any household in the borough can register on the waiting list and a points system is used to establish priority.  To register requires completion of a detailed application form.  The form also gives household opportunity to identify areas where they would accept re-housing.  A list of all areas where social housing is located allows households to identify where they would accept an offer.  The number of households on the waiting list is currently over 1,300 households.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The demand for each parish/area of social housing provision can be identified on analysis of the waiting list (see Appendix 1).  This is used to support the need for tenure type and amount of affordable housing should a proposal be submitted for any particular parish.  However any households can register more than one area each household and can be counted in more than one parish.  Also the household do not need to have any connection to the parish of choice to be able to register.  Although there are limitations to the use of this data, it is still a valuable source.  As all households registered are households in the borough in housing need.  All households are advised not to register in all parishes but carefully select areas of their choice.  Should a household turn down more than one offer in an area of their choice, then this affects the position on the waiting list.  The information from the waiting list is not used in isolation but alongside the housing needs survey and affordable housing waiting list, both of which identify households that have a local connection to the particular parish.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The report clarifies the limitations to the use of the social housing waiting list as evidence of housing need.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Note the contents of this report.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567.
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