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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2
HANSON CEMENT, CLITHEROE – ISSUE OF VARIATION NOTICE

2.1
The Environment Agency have recently determined and issued a Variation Notice in relation to the Hanson Cement operation with regard to the use of wood as an alternative fuel.

2.2
At the beginning of July, the Environment Agency issued a new Variation Notice, reference: EPR/BC/7271B/V005, permitting the use of wood as an alternative fuel in the calciner to provide up to 60% of the total thermal energy needed to produce cement clinker.  The intention is for the company to burn up to 20,000 tonnes per year, replacing a similar amount of coal.

2.3
The use of wood as a substitute fuel is considered to represent Best Available Techniques (BAT) for the manufacture of cement as wood cannot be technically or economically recovered higher up the waste hierarchy.  Its use in cement manufacture helps to reduce the demand for fossil fuel from the industry.

2.4
The Environment Agency have considered and included an evaluation of the comments made by and reported to this Committee in my general report of the 22 January 2009.

2.5
The source of wood will be from a variety of process.  All the wood used as fuel at the Ribblesdale Works will be from non-hazardous sources.  The use of wood will replace mainly tyres and meat and bone meal (MBM) in the calciner.

3
CONTINUATION OF THE ‘FREE’ FRIDAY ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS MARKET – CLITHEROE MARKET

3.1
Further to my previous report to Committee on 28 May 2009 concerning the above, the first three months (1 April – 30 June 2009) trial was recently completed.

3.2
There has been a reasonable level of interest with normally an average of 10 traders being present on Friday mornings.  Discussions with the stall holders indicated the wish to continue attendance but takings were insufficient to warrant continuation if normal rent was required.

3.3
Following discussions with the Chairman, it was decided to continue the scheme for  a further three months permitting Ribble Valley residents to attend “free of charge” as part of “tackling the credit crunch” assistance we can provide. Efforts will be made towards the end of this period to combine the Friday Collectors Market with the Thursday General Retail Market to bolster both and together make them more attractive and sustainable.

4
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY LIAISON MEETING

4.1
A liaison meeting was held on 8 June 2009.  A copy of the minutes are attached as Appendix A to this report.

5
APPLICATION FOR FLOOD PROTECTION GRANTS FOR RIBBLE VALLEY HOUSEHOLDERS

5.1
Further to my recent report to Committee on 19 March 2009 regarding the above, I am pleased to report the partial success of the multiple applications to the Environment Agency/DEFRA.

5.2
On the 29 June, the Environment Agency confirmed their decision.  Apparently over 150 applications were made to the Environment Agency for a value in excess of £18 million.  DEFRA has allocated £2 million for the first round, which means over 1,000 living in 562 homes will ultimately benefit from reduced flood risk.

5.3
The grant allocation for Ribble Valley is as follows:

· Whalley      – 15 properties for the sum of £84,500; and

· Ribchester  – 6 properties for the sum of £34,200.


At the moment we are waiting for confirmation of the addresses of the particular properties selected.

5.4
The grant scheme is to be administered by the Council’s Housing Section.  The Environment Agency have invited another application be submitted for Round 2 of the scheme in respect of Mearley Brook, Clitheroe.

6
NATIONAL STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT Between the HSE and Local Authority Representative Bodies 

6.1

The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) and local authority representative bodies have given a joint commitment in June 2009 to improve standards of partnership working to prevent the death, injury and ill health of those at work and those affected by work activities.

6.2
I attach a copy of the summary document produced jointly by LACORS and the HSE setting out the main principles of the agreement, as Appendix B to this report.

7
PANDEMIC FLU – UPDATE

7.1
There have been a number of recent developments in relation to the epidemic of “Swine Flu” which was first identified on the 26 April.  The World Health Organisation subsequently raised the alert level to Phase 6 (widespread human infection) on the 19 June.

7.2
Recently, the term “Swine” has been dropped because of the ready spread of the virus from person to person; it is now viewed as pandemic flu.

7.3
As a result of the rapid spread of the virus within the UK population, last week it was decided by the Government that the lead responsibility be transferred from the Health Protection Agency (HPA) to the National Health Service (NHS).  Due to the escalating number of cases, the system of laboratory diagnosis of samples has now ceased and in future pandemic flu will be done and rely on clinical diagnosis by the case GP.

7.4
New cases will be treated with appropriate anti-virals, collected by a selected flu friend, from a designated NHS distribution centre.  In Lancashire, 7 flu distribution centres (including Preston, Burnley and Lancaster) have been opened with further capacity being identified to open up to 50.  The age group 6 -15 appear to be the predominant age group being affected.

7.5
The recommended policy is ‘business as usual’ if not displaying symptoms and no exclusion of contacts.  Control fundamentally relies upon observing and re-enforcing the recommended hygiene message of:

· Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.

· Wash hands regularly.

· Clean hard surfaces frequently.

· Ensure children follow this advice.

7.6
At the time of writing this report, cases are now being reported in a number of local schools.

7.7
Advice is strongly urging organisations and businesses to review their business continuity arrangements to expect significant impact and prepare accordingly for possible high rates of illness and associated absenteeism.  Considerable advice is available on www.direct.gov.uk.

7.8
Specific H1N1 anti-virals are still some time away with initial deliveries expected next month at the earliest.  60 million doses are to be manufactured, enough for 30 million (double dose) treatments to take place.
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