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1
INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

1.1
This report seeks members confirmation of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership Board’s (RVSP) Recommendation on the allocation of funds derived from the discounted second home council tax.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The corporate ambitions of the council are closely linked with those of the RVSP and the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS). The successful bids will all contribute to the achievement of the objectives contained within the SCS and its associated action plans. 

· Community Objectives – The Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and its associated action plans form the basis of the sense of place and common vision of the communities in the Ribble Valley. The recommended projects are predominantly from the community.

· Corporate Priorities – In its role as community leader the Council has been instrumental in developing and shaping the SCS. The projects, which are to be funded by the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership, are all consistent with the SCS.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The local Strategic Partnership for Ribble Valley was formed in 2002 and developed its first Community Plan that year. A new Sustainable Community Strategy was developed throughout 2007 and published in December 2007.The Partnership Board underwent a restructuring in 2008 to ensure that it was fit for purpose to deliver the objectives of the SCS.

2.2
The RVSP is responsible for the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), which forms the basis for defining the Council’s ambitions.  The RVSP Board allocates the funds derived from the discounted second homes council tax in the district from a series of bids made by the theme groups of the partnership.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Board are obviously committed to the SCS and as chairs and champions of the           theme groups are also committed to the implementation and performance management of the Action Plans, which also incorporate Local Area Agreement themes. The Board currently has seventeen members of whom two are representatives of Lancashire County Council, two represent Ribble Valley Borough Council and two represent the Parish Councils. A representative from the police, the PCT and the Fire and Rescue Service and the chairs of the seven thematic groups make up the remainder of the board. The thematic groups are aligned to LAA themes namely Community Safety, Economy, Health and Well-being, Children and Young Persons, Older Persons, People and Communities and Environment.

3.2
An appraisal panel of RVSP Board members assisted by officers from the Borough and County Councils met to review the bids. Their recommendations were discussed and agreed by the Board of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership (RVSP) for 2009/10 on the 13 July 2009.

3.3 
There were 24 bids made to the strategic partnership for funding, totalling  £175,571

3.4
Projects recommended by the Board are in Appendix 1

4     
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – The eventual allocation and monitoring of the RVSP budget will require a degree of staff time.  The funds are within the RVSP budget.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council holds the funds on behalf of the Strategic Partnership and the Policy and Finance Committee has the additional role of ratifying the recommendations of the RVSP Board on the spending of those funds.
· Political – Ratification of the funding allocation offers the Council the opportunity to have a major influence on projects which address issues of community concern and service delivery including those beyond its direct control.

· Reputation – The Council is a significant member of the Strategic Partnership and its association with the projects will enhance the Council’s reputation.  

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Approve the allocation of the funds for 2009/10 derived from the discounted council tax on second homes as recommended by the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership Board on 13 July 2009.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

For further information please ask for David Ingham, extension 4549.

(28070903)

APPENDIX 1

Theme Group: Community Safety Partnership

Ribble Valley Domestic Violence Awareness Sessions                                £3,000.00

Re-establish an outreach presence for HARV Domestic Violence Team 

4 Youth Clitheroe (Juice Bar)                                                                        £3,600.00

Provide late night opening (6pm-10pm) for Juice Bar Friday evenings 

Parents in Partnership                                                                                  £2,000.00

Launch of project in Longridge reinforcing parental responsibilities        

Theme Group: Older Persons Group

Crossroads Carers Respite                                                                          £9,000.00

Providing day care for clients and their carers in village halls

Theme Group: Children and Young Persons Trust

Moving and Munching                                                                                  £8,000.00

Encouraging physical activity and healthy diets in families with under 5s 

Theme Group: People and Communities Group

Voluntary sector support                                                                               £9,440.00

Funding for CVS office in Clitheroe

Theme Group: Environment Group

Review of SAP levels in Ribble Valley properties                                          £3,000.00

Contribution to annual survey specifically to work towards LAA (NI 187)

Gisburn Forest Bike Trails & Training Area                                                  £4,200.00

Provide plans for car parking and family cycle skills loop at Stephen Park

Lancs Natural Environment Service                                                              £3,500.00

Contribution to Natural Environment Service to be set up to work specifically towards LAA (NI 197)

Management of Verges                                                                                £1,000.00

Providing funds for Parishes to employ Lengthsmen to maintain roadside verges which are designated “Biological Heritage Sites”

Farm Environment Adviser Training                                                             £7,500.00

Train a group of practical advisers to help farmers make applications to Natural England Stewardship Grants

Green Doctor Casebook                                                                               £6,687.00

Assist households to reduce fuel costs

Total Recommended                                                                                  £58,927.00

          Amount left for consideration at September board meeting                          £10,000.00
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