	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 14 July 2009 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Financial Services Manager and Waste Management Officer.

Also in attendance:  Councillor B Jones.

180
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors G Geldard and M Sutcliffe.

181
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

182
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G Scott declared an interest in agenda item No. 14 with regard to the Chatburn playing fields pavilion. 

183
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman welcomed Mr John Ridgway who spoke in support of the Chatburn playing fields pavilion and their request for funding to complete the development of the facility.  He explained to Committee that a verbal promise of grant aid had been somewhat decreased and had therefore left them with a deficit in their funding.  He requested Committee to consider supporting the development of the facility.  

184
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

185
WASTE AWARENESS AND EDUCATION STRATEGY 2009

The Director of Community Services submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval and adoption of the revised Council Waste Awareness and Education Strategy.  For some considerable time Committee had recognised the importance of raising public awareness on waste issues and the need for education to change public behaviour and attitude towards waste and encourage an increased participation in waste minimisation recycling and composting initiatives.  He informed Committee that in the five years since adopting the strategy Ribble Valley had introduced significant changes to how it collects and handles domestic waste that had led to achieving its recycling performance targets.  However, to maintain the current recycling performance levels we need to continue to encourage our residents to support and participate in all waste minimisation reuse and recycling initiatives.  He highlighted the main sections in the strategy outlining the aims of the strategy a review of actions and achievements to date, changes to recycling within Ribble Valley and proposals for future campaigns and initiatives.

Committee felt that the strategy played a major part in keeping people informed and aware, particularly of the types of containers etc that can be used for recycling.  It was important that the action plan that follows the strategy should include ways of keeping residents of the Ribble Valley informed.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the report; and

2.
approve the revised Waste Awareness and Education Strategy for the Ribble Valley.  

186
PROPERTY BASED PAYMENT AND PFI WASTE TECHNOLOGY PARKS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the outcome of discussions with Lancashire County Council on the implications for entering into the property based payment mechanism arrangements and the delivery of our waste streams to the PFI Waste Technology Parks.  The report also sought Members’ views on a request to reconsider the provision of larger wheeled bins for green waste.  The Director of Community Services reminded Committee of the background to the property based payment mechanism and the progress of the County Council’s PFI contract for the provision of waste treatment facilities in Lancashire.  Key information from the County Council on the specific terms and conditions for this Council to consider entering the cost sharing agreement and similarly the terms and conditions that would apply in the event we delivered all our waste to the PFI Waste Technology facilities was still be sought.  The considerable amount of dialogue and meetings with representatives from the County Council have led to significant changes in their position relating to delivery of mixed waste streams and the payment of recycling credits.  A concern also highlighted was the timetable for completion and delivery of the PFI facilities by February 2010 with Middleton due for completion by February 2010.  

The Director of Community Services informed Committee that a request had been received to seek the views on whether reconsideration of the provision of larger wheeled bins for green waste.  He reminded Committee that this collection was a discretionary service and that there was limited capacity built into the collection rounds to deal with this material.  Committee discussed the ramifications of either providing larger green bins or extra green bins and the effects this would have on the service. 

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the report;

2.
Committee agree to the presentation of a future report on the implications of property based payment and delivery to the PFI Waste Technology Parks that will put a close to this issue;

3.
Committee inform the Lancashire County Council of our concerns regarding the timetable for completion and delivery into the PFI facilities; and

4.
the policy in relation to the size of green wheeled be not reconsidered at this stage.  

187
CLITHEROE COLLECTION

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the issues facing the status of the Museum collection and to agree a way forward for its future management.  He informed Committee that as part of the recent development of the new Museum and, particularly the contents of the new Museum Exhibitions a range of issues had arisen on the management of the Clitheroe Collection.  These included the fact that the remodelling of the Exhibition had resulted in a reduction of items on permanent display and therefore the need for additional storage; the redevelopment of the Museum had resulted in limited onsite storage;  the documentation to record the collection either needed updating or was non existent;  and the way in which items had been acquired had included donations from local groups or individuals that made it difficult to refuse inclusion in the collection.  

It was now apparent that the current Clitheroe Collection could not be accommodated at the Castle Museum and that the lease on the temporary storage arrangements was due to expire at the end of the month and the Lancashire Museum Service do not have room to accommodate any of these items currently being stored.  He also informed Committee that demonstrating a responsible attitude towards collection management was a key feature in obtaining accreditation for the new Museum.  However, determining what is or what is not a valuable part of the collection is very difficult to assess.  It was also felt that the Collection Policy was in need of updating to ensure that both parties, ie the Council and the Museum Service are clear on their respective responsibilities.  This draft document would be considered by Committee at a later stage.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the contents of the report and ask that Officers find a cost effective solution to the storage of outstanding items;

2.
Committee update the Collection Policy as soon as possible and identify means of assessing the current value/worth of the existing collection;

3.
Committee take a more proactive role in the Collection’s future management with specific thought being given to the implications of expanding the Collection and disposal of items deemed to be of low value; and

4.
those who have previously donated items for the Collection should be approached to see if they would like the specific items back. 

188
REPAIRS TO RIVERSIDE FOOTPATH BRUNGERLEY PARK, CLITHEROE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of issues affecting the proposed repair works to the lower walkway path in Brungerley Park.  He reminded Committee that a section of the footpath had suffered a partial collapse which had necessitated the closure of the majority of this most popular walk through the park.  During investigations into the environmental impact of the proposed tree removal works consultations had taken place with a Lancashire County Council Ecologist and the Environment Agency.  These reports were included for Committee’s information.  He also informed Committee that following consultation with the various interested parties and taking into consideration the works required the estimated costs of the project was now greater than the original budget allocation although this would still be subject to a competitive tendering exercise.  He highlighted the fact that the Environment Agency, although having no formal role to play in approving the scheme, were not supportive of the proposals.

Councillor Jones was given permission to speak on this item and remarked that having read the content of the external reports she felt that a solution should be found that met the Council’s needs whilst addressing the concerns of the Environment Agency.  

Committee discussed various aspects of the proposals with regard to the repairing of the pathway and the alternatives that would be available.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to divert the route via alternative paths on a permanent basis and carry out other general improvements to the park environment including consideration of measures to improve wheeled access.  

189
FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT 


The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of progress made by the Government to implement the recommendations of Pitt Report following the flooding of significant parts of the country during the summer of 2007 and the draft Flood and Water Management Bill and its implications for this Council.  Included in the report was a copy of a letter sent to all Council Leaders last December setting out how the Government intended to take this important issue forward and highlighting the key issues mentioned in the letter which included funding the local authority role; private sewers; staffing and technical competence and the Flood and Water Management Bill.  The report included a summary sheet setting out the future roles and responsibilities for flood and coastal erosion risk management which highlighted that effectively the County Council were only there to lead and coordinate the work that the district councils would be expected to do.  The emerging work however was all about proactive flood risk management and not for responding to incidents of flooding themselves.  He highlighted the requirements included in the Pitt Report that would need to be considered.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
acknowledge the emergence of the new role that the Council is expected to play in local flood risk management; and

2.
agree to set up a working group of this Committee consisting of three Conservatives and one Liberal Democrat to look into more detail on the financial and staff resource issues that need to be addressed in order to meet the new duties and responsibilities placed on the Council by the new requirements and future legislation and report back to a future meeting of this Committee, with suitable recommendations.

190
STREET SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to approve entering into agreement with Lancashire County Council for the delivery of certain services under a Street Services Agreement.  He informed Committee of the background to various previous agreements with the County Council and now informed them that the County Council are offering to districts a Street Servicing Agreement to replace the previous arrangements which were scheduled to terminate on 30 June 2009.  The latest agreement invites the Borough Council to carry out the following on their behalf:

· sweep leaves from the highway;

· manage and maintain public rights of way in 23 parishes in the Borough;

· handle enquiries from the public about highway matters between 1 April 2009 and 30 June 2009.

For each of these there was to be a payment to the Borough Council as determined by the County Council.  The agreement also outlined the terms and conditions under which the Council is expected to deliver the services involved.   He informed Committee that the two pieces of work the Council were invited to do under this agreement, ie the removal of leaves from the highway for highway safety reasons was a sensible amalgamation with the street cleansing work we already do and the managing and maintaining of public rights of way should be supported.  However, funding for these two services was limited and would affect the extent to which services can be delivered without additional costs becoming a burden on the Borough Council’s own budget priorities and services.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to enter into the Street Services Agreement as outlined; and

2.
continue to press the County Council for greater devolvement to the Borough Council in order to deliver locally other highway related services and that they be properly funded so that they do not become a burden on this Council’s budget and resources.  

191
SALTHILL PLAY AREA  

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of developments at Salthill.  He reminded Committee of the presentation that had taken place by the Tower Hill Youth Action Group with regard to the potential developments at Salthill Park.  The services of the County Council’s Environmental Project Team had been engaged and draft designs had now been presented.  He highlighted concerns with regard to ongoing maintenance of the new elements in the scheme and reminded Committee that once the equipment was installed the repair and maintenance became the responsibility of the Borough Council.  He informed Committee that although the Borough Council did not have any funds to commit to the project a request had been made for providing project management support in kind through the engineering services section.

Committee were supportive of this project and felt that improvements to the Salthill Park would also improve the usage.  The Director of Community Services also informed Committee that on the agenda for the Lancashire Local a suggestion of £1500 support from the Borough Council was included. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
agree to the implementation of the first phase of the scheme;

3.
agree to offer in kind support in managing the project;

4.
agree to reflect any increase in maintenance costs in future budgets; and

5.
agree to a maximum of £1,500 grant assistance funded from existing budgets.

192
CALDERSTONES OPEN SPACE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee on developments affecting the public open space at Calderstones.  He informed Committee that over the last twelve months Groundwork have, in conjunction with partners, developed proposals for the woodland area and are close to producing a draft Management Plan.  He informed Committee that the consultation process had been extremely thorough and can demonstrate that opportunities have been available for all parties to contribute.  He updated Committee on the financial implications of the work which was estimated at around £200,000 for which Groundwork were currently seeking external funding service sources.  

Again, he reminded Committee that the proposal would incur additional revenue expenditure on maintenance that would have to be included on future budgets.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the report be noted and the design proposals approved;

2.
Committee endorse the work carried out by the working group and agree to the implementation of the project subject to continued involvement of the friend’s group and available funding; and

3.
Committee note the revenue cost implications of the proposed works for future budget considerations.  

193
CHATBURN PLAYING FIELDS PAVILION

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider supporting the development of this facility and went on to inform Committee of the background to this project.  He informed Committee that the Chatburn Village Committee had found themselves in a difficult position in that a verbal offer of funding was not formally endorsed and had subsequently left them in the situation where work had begun but the project was not fully funded.  Some of the funding already secured was time limited and could be lost if the project was delayed.  He outlined potential sources for the outstanding balance of monies required which included a contribution from the recreation grants and the health equalities fund.  The balance of the funding would need to be considered by the Policy and Finance Committee.

Committee felt that under the circumstances that the Chatburn Village Committee found themselves in this project should be supported.  It was also apparent that businesses and local people had supported the project and that the building should not be left unfinished.

RESOLVED:
That  

1.
Committee note the report;

2.
in principle the Borough Council should help with the situation under these special circumstances;  

3.
the allocated amount of £5,000 through the Recreation and Health Valley Grants be endorsed; and

4.
it be a recommendation to Policy and Finance Committee to fund the balance of £8,500 required either through grant or loan.  

194
CLITHEROE CASTLE GROUNDS GREEN FLAG AWARD

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the progress made towards readying the site for an application for a Green Flag Award in 2010.  This report was welcomed by the Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

195
FREE SWIMMING

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the impact that free swimming had had on the operation of the pool three months after its introduction and informing them of the improvement work which was possible as a result of reward funding for participating in the free swimming programme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

196
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the final outturn on the Capital Programme for 2008/09 for this Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

197
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2009/10

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the progress to date with the Capital Programme for this Committee for the current financial year.  Responsible officers had been asked to update the capital evaluation sheets to give an indication of progress with the schemes which were attached for Committee’s information.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

198
REVENUE OUTTURN 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the actual position on the revenue budget for Community Committee year ended 31 March 2009.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

199
REVENUE MONITORING 2009/10

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information outlining the position for the first three months of this year’s revenue budget as far as this Committee was concerned.  This showed by cost centre a comparison between actual expenditure and the original estimate for the period.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

200
GENERAL REPORT OF THE Director of Community Services 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of progress on the various aspects of arts and sports development provision.  This included community safety, tourism, Clitheroe visitor information, the Longridge and District Food and Drink Festival, the Clitheroe Castle picnic, sports development and the summer activity programme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

201
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Hore informed Committee that the North West Sound Archives had now moved into their new premises at the Clitheroe Castle Development.  

202
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be exempt information under Category 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting. 

203
OFF STREET PARKING ENFORCEMENT AFTER PARKWISE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Committee of the options available for procuring a back office support service after the end of Parkwise arrangements in September.  He reminded Committee of the background to the County Council’s decision to wind up the current Parkwise arrangements in September 2009 and informed them of the issues surrounding the procurement of back office support in processing PCNs.  He outlined the two options available from either the Lancashire County Council or the Team Lancashire Project.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report and the views emerging at the Leader’s and Chief Executive’s meetings; and

2.
authorise the Director of Community Services to enter into an agreement for a back office service provider from the Team Lancashire Project – Chipside Limited of Swindon, Wiltshire.

The meeting closed at 9.04pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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