	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 30 July 2009 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

P Young (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R N Connor


Clitheroe

R C Assheton


Downham

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

N C Walsh


Mellor

S L Rosthorn


Paythorne & Newsholme

C Law 



Read

J D Waterhouse

Read

A Haworth


Sabden

K Staines


Waddington



M J Highton


Whalley

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Community Development Manager and Community Development Officer.

291
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors T Hill and S Hore and from the following Parish Representatives:

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

R Carr



Bowland Forest Higher Division

M Birch


Chatburn 

A Yearing


Clitheroe

J Cowling


Grindleton

F Priest


Longridge 

A Ormand


Ribchester

N Breaks


Slaidburn & Easington 

K Jackson


Waddington

292
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2009 were approved as a correct record subject to the following changes being made: 

· delete Councillor M Robinson who was listed as Chairman and insert P Young;

· delete the second reference to Councillor Berryman as Clitheroe Town Council representative;

· add Councillor R Hargreaves as Ribble Valley representative;

· correct the spelling of M Highton (not Huyton);

· on Minute, 124 Commons Act 2006, in Section 2 of the part that referred to Parish Councils may be concerned to ………… should read ….

“they would not be effective in law ….  rather than a law”; and in Section 3 – 3rd bullet point should read “waste land of a manor” (not manner).  

With these changes the minutes were agreed as a correct record.

293
PLAY BUILDER’S SCHEME

The Chairman introduced Kathy Ashworth from Lancashire Young People’s Service who explained the detail of the play builder’s scheme.  This was now about to enter its third year and offered funding towards play schemes either for 8 to 13 year olds or which were being used as natural and sustainable resources as their equipment.  She explained this was a Government initiative which provided funding of £1.2m over three years.  Bids were due to be encouraged in October/November 2009 and could be for entirely new projects or for refurbishments or enhancements to existing play areas.   A grant limit of £47,000 had been put on any one scheme.  On that basis around 25 schemes could be developed across the County.  Applicants could apply for funds which totally funded a scheme or they could offer match funding from other sources.  Full application packs would be available later in the year and Kathy promised to pass these on to Parishes.

Members then asked a number of questions:

· examples of the type of scheme for which funding has already been granted;

· whether smaller schemes were acceptable, ie not reaching the £47,000 limit;

· whether the play builder’s funding wouldn’t have been better spent repairing existing play areas;

· who would pick up revenue costs and maintenance costs.

The Community Development Manager referred to the creative play area at Clitheroe Castle which was a glowing example of play builder’s grant and how money could be used in the ways now described by Kathy Ashworth.

RESOLVED:
That Kathy be thanked for her informative presentation.

294
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SECTION

The Chairman welcomed Chris Hughes, Community Development Manager who gave details of the work of his section.  This included the following elements:

· Sport and Recreation – Ribblesdale Pool and Longridge Gym;

· Sports Development – work with established clubs; football, cricket, netball etc;

· Arts/Heritage/Tourism – Platform Gallery, Tourist Information Centre and promoting tourism;

· Healthy Lifestyles – GP referrals, exercise and healthy eating/walking programmes;

· Work with key partnerships, including Roefield Leisure Trust, East Lancashire Primary Care Trust, Lancashire Museum Service, Ribble Valley Tourism Association, Longridge Civic Enterprise Trust, Ribble Valley Children’s Trust, Local Area Agreements and Local Strategic Partnership;

· Safer Communities – crime and disorder; diversionary tactics;

· Stronger Communities – looking at young, old, disabled, rural isolation and race and faith;

· Community Projects, such as Clitheroe, Longridge and mobile skate parks;

· Recreation and Culture Grants – a pot of £30,000 per year was available for this.

Members then raised a number of questions:

· Borough Councils records as a provider of football pitches;

· Possibility of improving transport links to leisure facilities from villages;

· Members of facilities from people living outside our area;

· The amount of PCT funding provided on an annual basis.

RESOLVED:
That the Community Development Manager be thanked for his informative presentation. 

295
CHATBURN BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION


The Community Development Officer referred to Minute 123(a) of the last meeting and reported that Lancashire County Council had replied to Committee’s request for a traffic management system to be installed at West Bradford Bridge during the period when Chatburn Bridge would be closed to all traffic.  David Hurford, Principal Engineer, had replied giving a number of reasons why this would not be possible including the availability of other alternative routes including Sawley Road and Waddington and the narrowness of the approach to the Bridge.  The Community Development Officer also reminded Committee that West Bradford Bridge had been closed for the past few weeks owing to structural damage following a road traffic accident.


Councillor Scott informed Committee that Chatburn Parish Council were unhappy with this reply and were taking the matter up with County Councillor Atkinson.  Additionally, a survey of residents had also been undertaken and had shown concern about the suggested alternative routes, particularly the Sawley Road option.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

296
RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Development Services reminded Committee that they had chosen the previous Chairman and Councillor Doreen Taylor as the Parish Council Representatives on the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  As Marjorie Birch had now resigned as Chairman he suggested that Pat Young, the new Chairman, should replace her on the Board, (ex officio), along with Councillor Taylor.

RESOLVED:
That the Parish Council Representatives on the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership be Pat Young and Councillor Doreen Taylor. 

297
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

(i)
Concurrent Functions.


The Chief Executive reported that under the new concurrent functions scheme all Parish Councils had been invited to apply for funding towards concurrent functions with the Borough Council giving up to a total limit of  £30,000.  Seventeen Parish Councils had applied and £16,000 had been allocated with the short fall to be added to the fund for future years.

(ii)
Blue Recycling Bins.

Councillor Sayers asked if details could be supplied on a number of locations of these throughout the Ribble Valley, similar to the one which he was aware of in Ribchester.  

RESOLVED:
That the Community Development Officer be asked to provide this information for Councillor Sayers. 

298
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 24 September 2009 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.43pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




D Berryman


R Hargreaves


B Hilton


E M H Ranson


M Robinson


C Ross


I Sayers


G Scott


D Taylor


J Waddington
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