	MINUTE NUMBERS 135 - 137 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 15 June 2006 starting at 7.30pm

Present:

M Robinson (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

A Yearing


Clitheroe

C Corbett


Gisburn

F Robinson


Grindleton

F Priest


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

A Mashiter


Read

S Sturrock


Read

R Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J B Hill



Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn and Easington

R K Jackson


Waddington

Carl Elliott


Clitheroe Police

Peter Andrews

LCC

Colin Everett


District Partnership Officer

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer

122
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Margery Birch, Chatburn Parish Council, be elected as Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2006/07.

123
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Charles Warkman be elected as Vice Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2006/07.

124
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Bailey, H Douglas and C Ross and from the following Parish Representatives:

B H Dowles

-
Bolton-by-Bowland

R Skozen

-
Clayton-le-Dale

D Hicks

-
Longridge

A Ormand

-
Ribchester

C Law


-
Read

P Boardman

-
Ramsgreave

J Robinson

-
Wilpshire

P Chadwick

-
Wilpshire

125
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 March 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

126
POLICING IN THE RIBBLE VALLEY 

The Chairman introduced Sergeant Mark Porter who gave a talk on a number of current issues which the police were engaged with.  These included:

· neighbourhood policing;

· tackling criminal damage and violent crime incidents;

· operation “Summer Nights”;

· better targeting of hot spots and individuals;

· partnership working with other agencies.

Members then raised a number of questions including more mobile controls to tackle criminal damage, higher visibility policing, tackling crime on railway stations, communications, 24 hour opening of police stations and policing levels.

RESOLVED:
That Sergeant Porter be thanked for his informative and interesting talk.

127
ASSESSMENT OF SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES

Emergency Community Support Officer Carl Elliot reported on the success in the Ribble Valley of the speed indicator devices (SPIDs).  Currently these were located on Chatburn Road and Pendle Road in Clitheroe.  In addition there was a SPID which had been jointly purchased between Chatburn, Grindleton and West Bradford Parish Councils.

He was the officer responsible for the maintenance of the Chatburn facility.  SPIDs had been trialed within Eastern Policing Division and were now rolled out into the other five policing areas in Lancashire.

Peter Andrews from the LCC’s Environment Directorate also spoke in relation to this matter.  He commented that a trial of SPIDs had been carried out in conjunction with the police which had produced encouraging feedback both in terms of speed reduction and in public perception of their benefits.  As a result a decision had been made to expand the use of SPIDs across the county as originally stated by Carl Elliot.  In addition, 20 base plates had been provided for each police division which the sign would be attached to when operational.  Each of the five police divisions had nominated 20 locations/lengths of road for these plates to be erected each of which had been jointly assessed by the police and County Council traffic and safety staff.   It was also recognised that a number of parishes would like more sites than the 20 per police division originally allocated.  The report also went into the following issues of sign management, locations, suitability, detection and visibility.

Members of Committee raised a number of issues including the incidences of speeding in the Henthorn area of Clitheroe and the cost of the SPID equipment.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

128
RACIST INCIDENTS AND CRIME LEAFLETS

The Town Council Representative from Longridge explained the Town Council’s concern over these leaflets, which were on public display.  These concerns were two fold;  one was on the definition of what was a racist incident and the second was the fact that a person did not need any evidence to claim that an incident was racist.  Whilst the Town Council had written to the Divisional Commander and had received a reply they were unhappy with that reply and felt that an approach from this Committee would carry more weight.

Sergeant Porter explained that not every racist incident would be a crime and also pointed out that the definitions included in the leaflet were national definitions used not only by the police but also other agencies.  

Other Members also gave their comments on this issue.

RESOLVED:
That Sergeant Porter take this matter up with the new diversity team in Eastern Policing Division expressing the concerns felt in relation to the wording on this document.

129
CONCURRENT FUNCTIONS

The Policy Development Officer referred to his report which updated previous discussions on this matter which had taken place in 2003 and 2004.

He reminded Members that Councillor Sowter had raised this particular issue in 2003 and following a number of delays a working group consisting of a number of parish representatives had been set up to look into this matter further.  The Parish Council Liaisons’ Committee had met on two separate occasions and details of those two meetings were circulated for Members.  Policy and Finance Committee had discussed this matter in June 2004 and had considered a request to take over the grass cutting and maintenance of children’s play areas in an attempt to resolve this matter.  Policy and Finance Committee had then recommended that this matter be further investigated particularly in relation to the financial implications of what the Parish Council Liaisons’ Committee were recommending.  No further reports on those financial implications had been submitted to Committee.  

Members were concerned about the delay in this report but also felt that until the financial implications had been thoroughly investigated no informed decision could be made on whether this Council should or should not take over grass cutting and maintenance of children’s play areas.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the contents of this report;  and

2.
request the Director of Resources to prepare a report to a specified future meeting of this Committee properly costing out the various options referred to.

130
PARISH CLERKS’ FORUM

The Policy Development Officer submitted a note from the Parish Clerks’ Forum which had met on 5 May 2006.  Items discussed at that meeting included : 

· Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership

· Lancashire Locals

· Training for Parish Councils

· Parish Lengthsmen Funding

· Mentoring Scheme

· Inspection of playgrounds.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

131
TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILS

The Policy Development Officer specifically referred to the training of Parish Councillors which had been discussed at the Parish Clerks’ Forum.  He highlighted the fact that Councillor Albert Atkinson had agreed to fund a further training event which would be hosted by Ribble Valley Borough Council later in the year.

RESOLVED:
That the Parish Council Liaison Committee support the training venture to be hosted by the Ribble Valley Borough Council and paid for by the Lancashire County Council.

132
LANCASHIRE LOCALS

The District Partnership Officer gave a report on the first two meetings of Lancashire Locals which had been held in Clitheroe on 26 April and in Longridge on 21 May.  Future meetings were scheduled as follows:

19 July – Whalley

4 October – Clitheroe

22 November – Longridge

31 January – Whalley

23 March – Clitheroe.

The Lancashire Locals were chaired by County Councillor Chris Holtom with Councillor Frank Dyson as his Vice Chair.  The District Partnership Officer felt that Lancashire Locals had got off to a good start in Ribble Valley mainly due to the commitment of both Lancashire County Councillors and Ribble Valley Borough Councillors and officers who wanted to see them work.

Items discussed at the first two meetings included:

· constitution

· venues

· protocol

· highways issues

· business plan.

Members then discussed a number of issues relating to Lancashire Locals including starting times and cost of administration.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

133
PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL PROTOCOL

The District Partnership Officer referred to a draft Parish and Town Council Protocol which had been submitted to Lancashire Locals and other Parish and Town Councils for their views.  It set out who would do what and listed commitments which Lancashire Locals would make in terms of keeping Parish and Town Councils informed and involved of the Lancashire Local Process.  A number of responses had already been received particularly in relation to how the information would be disseminated to Parish Clerks.  It was agreed that this protocol was a good way forward in ensuring Parish Council involvement with Lancashire Locals.

RESOLVED:
That the Protocol be noted.

134
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR PARISH COUNCILS

The Director of Development Services  referred to Minute 854(a) of the meeting held on 23 March 2006 and now reported that the Director of Resources had investigated the request from Hothersall Parish Council.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to insure small Parish Councils under a Ribble Valley Borough Council policy but there may be the possibility for small Parish Councils to group together under one insurance policy.  He recommended therefore that the Council’s insurers should be invited to attend the next meeting to discuss this matter further.  

RESOLVED:
That the Council’s insurers be invited to attend the next meeting of this Committee to explain this issue in greater detail.

135
TIMETABLE FOR GUEST SPEAKERS 2006/07

The Policy Development Officer referred to minute 855 of Committee dated 23 March 2006 and now presented an update report on guest speakers and a Committee work plan.  He commented that the work plan would need to be adjusted in view of the decision taken on insurances at the previous minute.  Councillor Sowter also asked whether the date for discussion on the Clitheroe Castle project could be brought forward to the August meeting.  The Policy Development Officer also felt that in terms of a Committee work plan there was no need to be too prescriptive with items being chosen from the list previously agreed at the last meeting.

There was also some discussion around Parish Council attendance at meeting and the Policy Development Officer offered to investigate these attendances and report back to the next meeting.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee agree to the suggested guest speaker timetable as now amended, for the current municipal year 2006/07;

2.
use the suggested pool as subjects for inclusion on future agendas during the current municipal year;  and

3.
the Policy Development Officer prepare a report to the next meeting on Parish Council attendance at recent meetings.

136
CHANGES TO NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ORGANISATION IN THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

Committee received a report from the Chief Executive on decisions of the Secretary of State for Health relating to changes to three NHS organisations in the North West.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

137
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 3 August 2006 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 9.47pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




M Fielding


E M H Ranson


M Robinson


G H Sowter


D Taylor


N C Walsh


C Warkman
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