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1
PURPOSE

To provide an opportunity for Members to consider the application process.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The licensing of premises is a complex process, and can be difficult for non-licence holders to understand.

2.2
The introduction of the Minor Variations Process, whilst intended to improve the application process for licence holders, may increase the potential confusion for non‑licence holders/members of the public.

2.3
Committee Members may be aware that recent applications, for example the Beat Herder, have led to considerable press coverage and numerous enquiries to staff and Members often related to the role of Parish Councils and the relationship between the licensing and planning process.  The Chairman of Committee has requested the Legal Services Manager to provide a verbal report to Committee to remind Members of the statutory requirement of the Premises Licence and Variation application process, which can then be compared with the Minor Variations process, and also, to address any matters arising relating to Parish Councils/Planning.  

2.4
The purpose of this report is, therefore, to make Members aware of this opportunity in order that Members can raise before Committee any areas of concern relating to the application process, with a view to informing the contents of future reports to Committee, member training and/or steps to improve public awareness.

3
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
3.1
Note the purpose of the report, namely as set out at 2.4

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
None.

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.

(01090902)
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