	MINUTE NUMBERS 121



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 14 June 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Mr B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors: 

      Parish Councillors:


In attendance: Legal Services Manager.

116

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor D Taylor. 

117

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

118

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

119

INTRODUCTION TO THE MEMBERSHIP AND ROLE OF THE STANDARDS 


COMMITTEE 

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report reminding Committee of its membership and the terms of reference/constitution.  She informed Committee that the Local Government Act 2000 had imposed a requirement on local authorities to form a Standards Committee and that although this had been done in October 2001, the Committee had not met for some time.

She informed Committee that the role of the Standards Committee was divided into two areas – responsive ie the response to complaints made about conduct of Members etc and proactive ie to promote an understanding of the Code of Conduct for Members and promote good practice. 

The Committee looked at various points within the constitution of the Standards Committee and discussed various aspects.  Each member of the Committee introduced themselves to the rest of the Committee.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the terms of reference and familiarise themselves with the membership of the Committee. 

120

AUTHORISATION AND THE ROLE OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report outlining a programme to further the objectives set out in the Standards Committee’s terms of reference and to authorise members of staff to carry out investigations on behalf of the Standards Committee.   She gave a brief background as to what happened when the Standards Board for England was first devised, and the changes that had now been made to the regulations which meant that a greater proportion of complaints were being referred for determination at a local level, ie this Committee. 

The Legal Services Manager informed the Committee that in the event of the Council receiving a complaint, it would be necessary for a member of staff to investigate the complaints and another member of staff to advise the Standards Committee and the Monitoring Officer to have a role in implementing any recommendations made by the Committee.  In order to fill all these roles, it was felt that several officers should be authorised to investigate and report on complaints made to the Standards Committee.

The Legal Services Manager also felt that as a newly constituted Committee it would be useful for Members to fully understand the existing code, particularly in the light of revisions being proposed by the Standards Board for England.  She also felt that a review of the Council's constitution and its relationship to this Committee would be a useful consideration.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
authorise the Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Solicitor/Legal Services Manager and Solicitor to carry out the functions required when the Council receives a complaint; and

2.
ask the Legal Services Manager to submit reports to Committee on 

a)
18 October 2006 – a report in relation to the Code of Conduct and the proposed revisions, including consideration of the Committee’s interaction with Parish Councils; and

b)
14 February 2007 – a review of the Council's Constitution and its relationship to the Committee’s role in promoting and maintaining high standards of conduct by Councillors. 

121

INVESTIGATING A COMPLAINT – TRAINING DVD PRODUCED BY THE 


STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

The Legal Services Manager circulated a booklet entitled ‘How to make a complaint’ produced by the Standards Board for England and showed a role playing DVD on how a complaint should be investigated and then reported to the Standards Committee once received by the Council.  The DVD was very informative and Committee Members discussed the contents of the DVD and their role when Standards Committee had to hold a hearing. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).




B Jones


D Smith


A Yearing


C Law


M Birch

















PAGE  
83

