	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 8 September 2009 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, 
Financial Services Manager, Waste Management Officer.

Also in attendance:  Councillor K Hind.

352
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor 
J Hill.

353
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

354
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mary Robinson and Alan Yearing declared an interest as Clitheroe Town Councillors in agenda item No. 11 with regard to the War Memorial at the Castle.

355
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

356
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

357
CLITHEROE CASTLE WAR MEMORIAL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider a request from Clitheroe Town Council for a grant towards the cleaning of the statue within the Castle War Memorial and to also consider the issues surrounding ownership of the War Memorial.  He reminded Committee that, as part of the Heritage Lottery Project at the Castle although inclusion of any specific works to the War Memorial were not part of the project, it was felt necessary that the cleaning of the statue should be carried out to enhance the area.  The cost of the works had been estimated at £3,700 and had been carried out prior to the opening of the Castle project.  A letter had now been received from the Town Council asking for a contribution towards the works and asking for clarification on the position on ownership of the War Memorial.   Conclusions drawn by the Council’s Legal services Manager was that the War Memorial and the surrounding gardens in the Castle grounds are owned by the Borough Council along with the rest of the site.  However, an assumption had been made over the years that the Town Council had some right of ownership regarding the War Memorial as they had paid for the upkeep of that area.  

The Chairman thought that legal agreements need to be formalised with regards to the statue and War Memorial area and their ownership so that there was no doubt in the future.

Committee felt that, under the exceptional circumstances the restoration of the statue had taken place in connection to the Heritage Lottery Project, that a contribution would be appropriate.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee approve a contribution of half the cost of the restoration of the statue, ie £1,850; and

2.
discussions be opened with the Clitheroe Town Council with regard to the ownership issue surrounding the War Memorial and the issue of a Licence Agreement.  

358
WASTE AWARENESS AND EDUCATION STRAGEGY 2009 – ACTION PLAN

The Director of Community Services submitted a report outlining an action plan for the revised Waste Awareness and Education Strategy 2009.  He reminded Committee that they had approved the strategy at their last meeting and had asked for an action plan that would include ways of keeping residents in the Ribble Valley informed, particularly of the types of items/materials/containers that can be placed in their recycling wheeled bin to include explanation on why some materials are collected and others not and what happens to the recyclable/compostable waste.  The action plan outlined various actions with regards to the website, calendars, school programmes, promotions, composting, partnership working, Council strategies along with timescales.  

Members queried the reference in the action plan to the use of chips to support enforcement and Committee agreed that the chips would only be used for the purposes of identifying participation rates and ownership in accordance with the decision taken on 17 July 2007 (Minute 196 refers).

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the action plan as amended for the Waste Awareness and Education Strategy 2009 for Ribble Valley and asked that regular information items be presented to Committee on completion of actions as timetabled in the report.

359
HEALTH INEQUALITIES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information informing them of the funding provided by the PCT to deal with health inequalities across the Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted. 

360
FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information following the first meeting of the working group set up to look into more detail on the financial and staff resources issues arising out of the emerging responsibilities for flood risk management in the Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted. 

361
HIGHFIELD DRIVE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE LONGRIDGE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report making Committee aware of an initiative by Longridge Town Council and Longridge Partnership to promote the development of an area of this Council’s public open space at Highfield Drive, Longridge into an equipped children’s play area.

Councillor Hind was given permission to speak on this item and informed Committee that the Longridge Town Council appreciate that limited funds are available and that initially there will be a consultation exercise take place of the estate surrounding the area to see if there was any support for the development of the space and that the Borough Council would be kept informed.  

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted. 

362
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of progress on various aspects of arts and sports development provision.  This also included parking enforcement and waste management.

Congratulations were asked to be conveyed to the Tourist Information staff on the results of the NWDA inspection which had recently taken place.

Several questions were asked with regard to the Gold and Brown Caffetessen and Committee was informed by the Director of Community Services that a dialogue had been entered into with regard to customer feedback and opportunities to further develop the services on offer.  

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted. 

The meeting closed at 7.40pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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