	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 24 September 2009 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

P Young (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

G Sowter


Billington & Langho

H Douglas


Chatburn

R Connor


Clitheroe

A Yearing


Clitheroe

S Hopwood


Dutton

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

N Walsh


Mellor

S L Rostron 


Paythorne and Newsholme

J D Waterhouse

Read

C Law 



Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Haworth


Sabden

I R  Hirst


Simonstone

N M Breaks


Slaidburn and Easington

K Staines


Waddington

K Jackson


Waddington

M J Highton


Whalley

R Thompson


Wiswell

In attendance: Chief Executive, Legal Services Manager, Community Development Officer and District Partnership Officer - Lancashire County Council.

438
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Berryman, R Hargreaves, B Hilton, C Ross, D Taylor, J Waddington and S Hore and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Tyson


Aighton, Bailey and Chaigley

E Miller


Bowland Forest Lower Division

M Birch


Chatburn

M Robinson


Clitheroe

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

A Hutchinson


Hothersall

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

P Jelly



Simonstone

C Cherry


West Bradford

439
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 July 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

440
VOLUNTEERING PROJECT

The Chairman introduced Carolyn Wright from the Lancashire County Council Volunteering Project who explained that she was one of 20 such officers employed by Lancashire County Council to oversee the work of 465 volunteers across the county, 17 of whom were employed in Ribble Valley.  Efforts were being made to increase the Ribble Valley volunteer numbers.

She explained the basis of the project which was a befriending service which helped people to do the ordinary things in life.  In many ways volunteers helped individuals who had no nearby family to call on.  Volunteers could help by aiding a person to get back to work.  Clients were usually referred by a social worker.  

All volunteers were CRB cleared and trained.  She stated that her youngest volunteer in Ribble Valley was 21 and the oldest was 85.  

441
DIANE RICE – LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

Diane gave an over sight of the work of her section which consisted of 10½ staff, 5 of whom were legally trained and carried out a very broad spectrum of work from conveyancing to debt collection and from planning advice to European Directives.  

The other half of the Legal Section employed staff who dealt with local land charges, liquor licensing and many other forms of licensing, including taxis, public entertainment, theatres, street and house to house collections.   The Section also dealt with elections and electoral registration which she maintained was at the heart of local democracy.  

Diane answered questions on the compulsory purchase order process and how to deal with unadopted parish land.

RESOLVED:
That Diane be thanked for her informative presentation.  

442
“give it a go” competition

The District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council referred to the circulated report which had been considered at the July meeting of Ribble Valley Lancashire Locals.  It announced the scheme which gave residents the chance to win £5,000 which would benefit their community.  It was funded by Lancashire County Developments Limited the business arm of the County Council.  In essence the aim was to tap into entrepreneurial potential in local communities.  It was not aimed at the business community as such, more at people who had an idea which could regenerate communities, build skills and knowledge and support business growth. 

The competition was in two stages, the first stage being a district competition in each of the twelve Lancashire districts.  It would be launched in October 2009 and would be widely publicised across the County.  Judging would be done by the Lancashire Locals Committee.  Each winning team from the twelve districts would received £5,000 to help them put their idea into practice.  Teams could increase that amount through local contributions.  The second stage was a countywide competition where the twelve district winners would compete against one another for a further prize of £20,000 as a reward for being best in the County.  Timescales were given for each stage of these competitions and suggestions for types of projects were also made.  Finally Parish Councils were encouraged to help in two ways by raising awareness of the competition and by championing the process.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

443
DIGITAL SWITCH OVER – BOGUS CALLERS

The Community Development Officer circulated a leaflet from Lancashire Police which alerted the public to the possibility of bogus callers trying to con householders in the run up to the digital switch over on 4 November 2009.  The leaflet provided common sense advice and a list of does and don’t and gave basic safety advice to householders and things to watch out for if cold callers either made an approach via telephone or at householder’s front doors.  

This leaflet would be distributed widely throughout the Borough, particularly to elderly and vulnerable people.  

444
RED TELEPHONE BOXES

The Community Development Officer presented the report of the Director of Development Services which alerted Parish Councils to an initiative from British Telecom to offer to sell “at risk” telephone kiosks to the local community for £1 when BT closes a number of boxes which were listed in the Appendix to the report.  He pointed out that the telephone box would not include a telephone but Parishes might want to retain the box as a local landmark.  However, he also pointed out that Parish Councils should be aware of their liability for any damage to the box if they did proceed with the adoption.  

Councillor Thompson informed Committee that Wiswell Parish Council were looking to retain the box at the junction of Moor Lane/Pendleton Road, Wiswell although they were aware of the various liability issues.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee authorise the Director of Development Services to respond to British Telecom on the basis that the community, as defined by the relevant Parish Council, has no wish to adopt their kiosk unless any letter is received to the contrary (as in the case of Wiswell Parish Council) by the end of October 2009.  

445
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Electronic Archiving of Parish Council Documents


Councillor Sowter from Billington and Langho Parish Council sought advice on the question of archiving Parish Council documents which could take up considerable filing space in paper form.  He wondered whether Ribble Valley Borough Council could offer any advice or help to Parish Councils on this matter.


The Clerk to Ribchester informed the meeting of advice issued some years ago by the Municipal Journal that no documents should be kept for any longer than six years.  He also stated that Ribchester’s parish records were stored on CD format.  The Chief Executive also offered the help of the Council’s IT Section to any Parish Council who needed advice on this topic.  

(b)
Traffic Calming


Councillor Sayers circulated a list of traffic calming measures and asked Councillors to complete and return a single pro forma on what type of traffic calming was available in their particular village.  This was part of a working group set up by Overview and Scrutiny Committee looking specifically at the problem of speeding in villages and the measures that were currently being used to combat excessive speed.

(c)
Ribble Valley Borough Council Website


Councillor Ranson informed Committee that the Council’s website was being revamped and he has been asked to check whether a number of village hall contacts had changed.  He asked for details of five halls at Read, Knowle Green, Bashall Eaves, Dunsop Bridge and Worston.  If any Parish Clerk or Councillor had this information they were to contact Ribble Valley Borough Council IT Department to confirm these details.

(d)
Footpath Over Martholme Link


Councillor Law from Read Parish Council asked for Committee to support Read Parish Council in their attempts to establish this footpath which ran on part of the former rail link between Rose Grove and Great Harwood.

RESOLVED:
That this Committee support the efforts of Read Parish Council to establish this footpath.  

446
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 26 November 2009 starting at 7.15pm.


The meeting closed at 8.24pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).

(240909)




T Hill


E M H Ranson


I Sayers


G Scott
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