	MINUTE NUMBERS 454



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 29 September 2009 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor J S Sutcliffe (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Community Development  
Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor B Hilton.

447
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors G Geldard, A Gridley, J B Hill and M Thomas.

448
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 August 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

449
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

450
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

451
LANCASHIRE LINKS

Councillor Hilton explained the purpose and work of Lancashire Links.  She stated that they were a new way to let local people have their say about health and social care services and then use that feed back to make positive changes.  

This would be done by organising events, meeting community groups and individuals, sharing information about local health and social care through a newsletter and by providing opportunities to air people’s views.  She commented that she felt little progress had been made in recent months.  New members were currently being recruited but attendance at information sessions had been poor.  

She explained about the patient programme which encouraged patients to help one another in self-help groups.  She felt the most important development was The Big Care debate which had been sparked as a result of the recently published Green Paper on Long Term Funding for Social Care.  

Three different models of care where being proposed for how patients would contribute to their care costs:

· A partnership model in which state would cover a proportion of the care costs (a quarter to a third) and individuals pay for the rest.

· An insurance model in which state would still pay for a proportion of the costs and invite people to pay into an open or state backed insurance scheme which would meet the remaining costs.

· A comprehensive model in which everyone who reached retirement age paid a set amount into a state insurance scheme regardless of whether they needed social care.

It was hoped that by adopting one of the above models this would provide a more equitable system of social care across the country.

RESOLVED:
That the report of Councillor Hilton be noted.

452
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Councillor Hilton reported on the latest meeting of this Committee which had  dealt with two key issues.  The first of these was transforming commissioning of health services which proposed a split between commissioning and provider services.  This could see the creation of a social enterprise organisation although that idea was currently not being well received by either professional staff or the unions.  The second major issue was the Safeguarding Adults agenda which the County Council was heavily involved with, particularly in awareness raising amongst vulnerable adults.  

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Hilton be thanked for her report.

453
WORK PLANS

(a)
Priorities and Resource Allocation


Committee had a lengthy debate about whether this was a relevant topic for Overview and Scrutiny Committee to investigate.  The role of Budget Working Group, Corporate Management Team, Policy and Finance Committee and Service Committees was discussed at some length as was the perceived need to look beyond the issue of budgets, more to look at the Council’s priorities and whether these were being addressed. 

RESOLVED:
That it was agreed not to proceed with this item as a matter for further investigation by this Committee.

(b)
Planning Enforcement


Councillor Hargreaves commented that she had been unable to progress this matter as she had not been able to contact Councillor John Hill.  The Chairman announced that he had sent to both Councillors Hargreaves and Hill a report from Pendle Borough Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee which may prove useful in their investigations.  Councillor Hind also expressed an interest in joining this working group.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Hind be added to the Planning Enforcement Working Group. 


(Councillor Hind left the meeting at 7.23pm.)

(c)
Traffic Calming In Villages

Councillor Sayers gave a resumé of the work which had been carried out so far by this Working Group.  He reported on a favourable contact with Peter Andrews at Lancashire County Council and he also informed Committee that he had spoken to Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee and urged Parishes to provide information on the need for and type of traffic calming in each Ribble Valley Village.

(d)
Waste Collection


Councillor Hill expressed some scepticism about whether separated waste was in fact being achieved in the quantities being claimed by the Borough Council.  He wondered whether somehow that separation was being co-mingled further on in the process.


The Director of Community Services stated categorically that this did not happen except in two exceptional circumstances and invited Councillor Hill to visit the processing plant the Council used in Barnsley, South Yorkshire.


Discussions also took place about the use of the publicity budget and on the issue of missed bins and inappropriately parked cars.  

(e)
Leisure Services


The Chairman had suggested that as a replacement for the Doomsday Scenario Committee should look at leisure services within Ribble Valley.  However, there had not been much interest in this particular suggestion.  Whilst he recognised it was a very broad topic, nevertheless he still felt it was one worthy of investigation.  Members questioned the purpose of such an investigation and were aware that much information on what was currently available was already known and well documented.  The Director of Community Services also reminded Members that much work had already been done at the request of Community Committee in mapping what facilities and groups were currently out there.  He pointed out that whilst the Borough Council did not provide many leisure facilities they did act as a signpost for the public to enable them to access the leisure opportunity of their choice.

RESOLVED:
That the

1.
Chair and Vice Chair explore any possible investigation angles and email other Members of Committee not present to assist them; and

2.
results of this investigation be reported back to the next meeting of this Committee.  

454
SCRUTINY OF COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIPS

The Community Development Officer reported that new legislation, the Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations 2009, had now made the scrutiny of Community Safety Partnerships a statutory function.  He commented that this had previously been carried out by this Committee over the past four years but more in the way of receiving a presentation rather than an in depth scrutiny exercise.  He suggested that now was probably the appropriate time to make this scrutiny more meaningful.

Some ideas on how this could be achieved were suggested, including looking at a specific problem area such as criminal damage or investigating how the various agencies cooperated and worked in partnership to achieve the best results possible.

The Community Development Officer stated that he had consulted both the Chair of this Committee and the Chairman of the Community Safety Partnership with the idea of a small working group from both Committees to meet to agree how best to proceed with the scrutiny of the Ribble Valley Community Safety Partnership.  He also commented that this would be an agenda item for the Lancashire Scrutiny Partners Forum at their next meeting.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee agree that this Committee should become the appropriate body to provide scrutiny for Crime and Disorder Partnerships;

2.
Committee agree to form a small working group to meet with representatives from the Ribble Valley Community Safety Partnerships to agree how best scrutiny of that body can be progressed;

***
3.
Committee make a recommendation to Full Council  to change  the  terms      ***



of reference for Overview and Scrutiny Committee to include specific
reference to the scrutiny of Crime and Disorder Partnerships; and

4.
a report be presented to the next Committee on progress with this matter.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Bill Alker on extension 4412.

(290909)




D Berryman (7.10pm)


R Hargreaves


T Hill


K Hind (6.52pm) (left 7.23pm)


B Jones


C Ross


I Sayers


N C Walsh


JH White








PAGE  
68

