	



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 30 September 2009, starting at 6.30pm

Present:

B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Councillors:

C Law

E Law-Riding

D Moon

Independent Members:

P Walsh

In attendance:  Legal Services Manager.

455
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Robinson and D Smith, Parish Councillor M Birch and Independent Members R Bennett and G Wilkinson.

456
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

457
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

458
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

459
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

460
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report requesting Committee to consider the effect of recent amendments to and proposed further amendments to the Council’s Constitution in the context of the Ethical Governance Framework.   She informed Committee what documents were included in the Constitution and the various themes that it outlined.  She also informed Committee that the Council’s Constitution can only be changed by the Full Council and that the Monitoring Officer must monitor and review the operation of the Constitution to ensure that its aims and principles are given full effect.  The recent and proposed amendments to the Constitution are to update the Constitution in line with developments the Council has approved separately, eg the change to Overview and Scrutiny Committees, housing stock transfer, the creation of the new PLACE Joint Committee and secondly to implement the amendments required to ensure these changes are properly reflected throughout other parts of the document.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the recent and proposed amendments to the Constitution as referred to in the report;  

2.
request the Monitoring Officer to continue to monitor the constitution and modify any proposals if necessary; and

3.
bring to the attention of this Committee any significant changes made to the Code of Conduct.

461
OUTSIDE BODIES – APPOINTMENTS FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2009/2010

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the appointments made at the Council’s annual meeting for the municipal year 2009/2010 and at a special meeting of Policy and Finance Committee on 18 August 2009.  She reminded Committee that work was ongoing with regard to creating better handover arrangements when representatives change, creating a clear link between each representative on an Outside Body and the Committee to which they report, setting the frequency with which they report and placing a responsibility for ensuring that the reporting mechanism operates properly with the lead officer for each Committee.

Committee were still concerned that information regarding indemnity arrangements etc were still outstanding for several of the Outside Bodies and requested that a reminder be sent to those who had not yet provided a constitution or document that governs them.  Committee discussed specific examples with regard to certain memberships and asked the Legal Services Manager to chase up the non-responders.

RESOLVED:
Note the appointments made at the Annual Meeting eg PLDC.

462
JOINT STANDARDS COMMITTEES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report to inform Committee of the Further Provisions [England] Regulations 2009 (The Regulations) which enable authorities to establish Joint Standards Committees.  She informed Committee that the Standards for England had issued guidance which sets out a summary of the potential benefits of forming a Joint Standards Committee and also provided details about the model structures that could be adopted if the Council should choose to take this route.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the provisions made by the new Regulations for the formation of Joint Standards Committees. 

463
OTHER ACTION

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the guidance issued by Standards for England relating to other action.  The Standards Committee (England) (Regulations 2008) provide that a Standards Committee may, upon receipt of a complaint, determine that that complaint should not be investigated but that other action should be taken to address the matters complained of.  As this was rarely used guidance had been issued to support the use of other action as an alternative to a full investigation.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the information provided on the Other Action guidance.

The meeting closed at 7.25pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice, extension 4418.




L Rimmer


D Taylor
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