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PURPOSE

To inform Committee of progress on the Floods and Water Management Bill, various sporting developments, details of a television appearance, plans for promoting Christmas shopping, and raising the profile of the Pendle Witch Trail.
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FLOODS & WATER MANAGEMENT BILL
The latest available information is that there is insufficient time left in the Parliamentary session for a complete Bill covering all issues to be prepared and go through so an abbreviated Bill covering what are considered to be the most key areas will be included in the Queen’s Speech in November.  There is concern that in doing so it would lead to an ineffective Bill being rushed through.

Meanwhile The Cabinet Office and Defra are asking local authorities for progress on local implementation of the Pitt recommendations based on previous advice to take the recommendations forward in advance of the legislation being put in place.  A detailed report regarding the likely affect on this Council of the new Bill was presented to this Committee on 14th July 2009 and the Working Group appointed as a result reported back their views to the meeting held on 8th September 2009.

Across the County advance work on preparing for the effect of the new Bill varies with some Councils that have the skills and capacity within their Drainage/Engineering teams making good progress.  The Environment Agency have seconded staff to take a lead and work solely on this issue and the County Council have designated a lead officer to take on the coordinating role that is expected of them in this case.  The issues of finance, skills and capacity are clearly challenging for this authority but will have to be addressed as and when the new Bill becomes a requirement placed upon the Council.  It is almost certain to have an effect in 2010/11, if not before, and should be taken into consideration during the budget process.
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LONGRIDGE FREEDOM FITNESS GYM

3.1
The operation of the gym facility at the Civic Hall is now beginning to reveal higher usage and income levels than when based at the Sports Centre.

3.2
The admissions recorded during 2008/09 were 2702 and generated £7,981 compared with 3975 generating income of £12,163.83.

3.3
Sundays have been particularly poorly attended though and in a attempt to resume interest, free admission has been in place for all Sunday’s in October.  This has been quite effective and compared with the previous month the admissions have doubled from 35-70.  It is now proposed to offer a Sunday Saver at half the normal admission price for a limited period to gauge if price is a factor on influencing usage.

3.4
Despite having to cope with a high degree of staff sickness over the last 3-4 months (2 of the 3 staff members have had long periods of sickness); the operation has coped through the support of the Civic Hall Co-ordinator and casual appointed reception cover.

3.5 The staff also provide administrative support to the adjoining Children’s Centre and they have shown great flexibility in filling these capacities, as well as undertaking operational matters relating to usage of the main Civic Hall facility.
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CIVIC HALL – ACITIVITY DEVELOPMENT

4.1
The Civic Hall Co-ordinator has initiated new sessions of various kinds that amount to almost seventeen hours across the weekly timetable.  This has generated income on behalf of Longridge Social Enterprise Trust and activities for clients on behalf of the Children’s Centre.

4.2
The Co-ordinator post has also served to set up a further 9 sessions at other venues in the Longridge area.  Other Civic Hall venues are beginning to be targeted for activity support as the role gradually moves away from concentration on Longridge.
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SWIMMING OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNITY OF LONGRIDGE
5.1
The possibility of the swimming pool at Beacon Fell View Holiday Caravan Park, being available to local people on a wider basis than currently exists is being explored within the management Hagen Leisure.

5.2
The facility is currently available to members of the community on payment of a daily visiting fee and the potential for enabling community access on a similar basis as would be the case at Ribblesdale Pool is under consideration.

5.3
There would of course, need to be very clear evidence that the operation of this pool satisfies health and safety practices as identified in ‘Managing Health and Safety in Swimming Pools’ produced by the Health and Safety Commission, if Ribble Valley were to be engaged in a partnership to promote this facility to the general public.  Because a formal response is awaited from Hagen Leisure, it has not been possible to fully assess the situation as yet though. This is needed to clarify their position with regards to widening community access and incorporating financial concessions in addition to the current flat visitor fee rate.

5.4
It is proposed to report further to Committee as and when the situation can be progressed to consider promoting swimming from this site to the community, in partnership with the Borough Council.
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CSIT


6.1
The Culture and Support Improvement Toolkit (CSIT) has been applied to our Sport and Recreation, Arts, Tourism and Crime Reduction service areas in an attempt to embrace continuous improvement within the borough and also across Lancashire.

6.2
A peer challenge has been undertaken which involved officers from West Lancashire and Fylde Borough Councils conducting a process led exercise to assess if our internal assessment of our current service delivery is accurate.  Following a full day of conducting interviews with staff from across the whole service, the feedback provided was useful and constructive and, whilst supporting our assessment in all area targets, they believed that we had underscored ourselves around customer service orientated issues.

6.3
When the full report from the peer challenge has been received, it is proposed to produce a committee report update on the CSIT Improvement Plan for Ribble Valley.
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RIBBLE VALLEY SPAA

7.1
The Sports and Physical Activity Alliance is continuing to deliver increases in participation across the borough.  Given that the current SPAA vision plan has been in place for over 2 years now, and national and regional strategies from Sport England, Lancashire Sport and NHS are now in place, there is a Lancashire wide attempt to refresh SPAA strategies and ensure that potential community based projects are ready to access funding as and when appropriate opportunities arise. 

7.2
The SPAA is preparing to undertake a strategy refresh by February 2010.
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SPORT UNLIMITED

8.1
This is the programme of funding made available to local authorities to provide sporting opportunities for children and youths in out-of-school-hours sessions.  Ribble Valley has been allocated £17,544 for year 3 of the initiative and, in return, is required to achieve a target of 490 retained young people.  This means that they must have attended an 8-week course in a particular sport.

8.2 For this final year of the programme, it is proposed to utilize the funding in a way that should best achieve sustainability in sporting participation.

8.3 The most effective outcome for this programme will be if the young people continue participation within a club structure after the initial course of sessions; and so clubs are to be entitled to demonstrate how they would deliver activities and enable further participation in their club in return for a slice of the Sport Unlimited funding grant. It is hoped that this will serve as a basis for future closer working with certain sports as we identify specific Ribble Valley focus sports in conjunction with their Governing Body Whole Sport Plans.
 9
BBC1 COUNTRY TRACKS PROGRAMME FLIES THE FLAG FOR CLITHEROE

On Thursday 8 October, the film crew for BBC 1’s Country Tracks, Sunday morning programme came to Ribble Valley to film a special feature on Clitheroe Castle and The Lancashire Witches. 

The Tourism & Arts Officer and Corporate Communications Officer had been in discussions with the director of the programme prior to filming, about potential feature ideas for the programme. They had originally planned to make the story about the Pendle Witch Trail but upon visiting the Castle and Museum, were struck by the quality and impact of the recent refurbishment and were keen to make Clitheroe Castle one of the focuses of the feature. 

To add a personal element to the story the BBC also requested that they meet the person who changes the flag on top of the Keep and get them to show the presenter what was involved. 

On the day Keith Jackson, RVBC Grounds Maintenance Operative, supported by head gardener John Adamus, went in front of the camera, and filmed this unique task.  

Filming went extremely well on the crisp, sunny day, with the film crew thrilled with the footage they got.

We now look forward to seeing the final result on this flagship national Sunday morning television programme.

Members will be informed of the airdate as soon as we are.

For more information please contact Rebecca Kay or Theresa Robson.    
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Christmas in Clitheroe
The Clitheroe and District Chamber of Trade and Commerce have been busy organising activities to promote and enhance the Christmas experience for residents and visitors during this festive season. 

Summary of some of the main ‘Christmas in Clitheroe’ activities:  

 
· Christmas Window Campaign 
Start date confirmed 27 October – 20 windows will be hand painted with a festive scene.
 
· The Bee Radio – there will be a series of Jingles and on-air promotions and opportunities for Outside Broadcasts, significantly to compliment Christmas In Clitheroe shopping campaign.
 
· Christmas In Clitheroe Shopping guide 
                                                            
20,000 A6 sized booklet will be produced incorporating advertising from businesses and attractions in Clitheroe targeting the Ribble Valley. 
 
· Live Ribble Valley Magazine – to feature for Chamber & Christmas in Clitheroe story. The profile piece is a two page story promoting the Chamber, it's aims and objectives and promotional plans for shopping in Clitheroe this Christmas. 
 
· Visit Lancashire Web Site 
Clitheroe will feature on the November E Blast Newsletter targeting 250,000 potential customers from the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board database. 
 

· Lights Switch on Celebration Evening 
Provisionally looking at Tuesday 1st December with a local celebrity. Clitheroe Town Council is working with the Committee. 

If you would like more information about the campaign please contact Rebecca Kay, Tourism & Arts Officer or Samantha Turner, Secretary for Clitheroe & District Chamber of Trade & Commerce, 01200 429717. 
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PENDLE WITCH TRAIL RELAUNCHED 
The Pendle Witch Trail that follows the witches’ journeys from their homes in Pendle to Lancaster Castle, where they stood trial in 1612, has been re-designed for this Hallowe’en by officers from Pendle, Ribble Valley and Lancaster councils.
The trail, to be followed by car or cycle, takes you through the Pendle villages of Blacko, Roughlee and Newchurch, then Downham and Clitheroe in the Ribble Valley. Travelling through the stunning Trough of Bowland to arrive at Lancaster where the historic castle still stands. 
The Trail has been re-vamped and you will be assisted on your journey with the newly positioned roadside signs. Whether its at Hallowe’en or throughout the year thousands of people will be coming here to explore the fascinating Pendle Witches Trail and enjoy this very special part of the country.
The new leaflet is being launched Monday, 19th October, at the Pendle Heritage Centre, the starting point of the Witches Trail. 
Representatives from all three councils involved in putting together the trail, Pendle, Ribble Valley and Lancaster, will be there. The Witches Trail leaflet is available for just 50p. 
To promote the redesigned leaflet during Hallowe’en, week people who request a leaflet can request it for free from Tourist Information Centres in Pendle, Ribble Valley and Lancaster. 

Please Note: 

A working group will also come together in November to discuss organisation and planning for the 400th Anniversary of the Pendle Witch Trial, to take place in 2012. 

This working group is being led by Lancashire Museums Service who is considering putting on a range of interrelated exhibitions at Gawthorpe Hall, Clitheroe Castle Museum, Lancaster City Museum and the Judges' Lodgings Museum in Lancaster.  They anticipate running a range of events and activities over the season and - hopefully - drama and opera productions at Lancaster Castle.

 

They want to work with arts organisations, other heritage venues, colleagues in libraries and the record office so that we all end up with something larger than any of us could achieve alone. 

2012 promises to be a promising year for Lancashire, along with Preston Guild, British Golf Open at Lytham St Annes etc and so Officers will be making sure that Ribble Valley will also be involved in the major events and marketing campaigns during this year. 
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