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1
PURPOSE

To ask members to consider the addition of an ‘Arts Excellence Awards’ scheme to mirror that of the existing sporting excellence awards.

2
BACKGROUND

At the meeting of Community Services Committee in March, members agreed to set up 
a working group to explore the possibility of creating Arts Excellence Awards of individuals, along the same lines as those already established for Sporting Excellence.

3
CURRENT SITUATION

The group, consisting of Councillors Jones and Robinson, Chris Hughes, Rebecca Kay and Katherine Rodgers, has now met and has made recommendations for the new awards.  The application has been enclosed for members’ consideration.

4 ISSUES

In arriving at the recommendation, the group recognised that the category was potentially vast, and would be much more difficult than sporting excellence to compare standards across the applicants.  It was therefore agreed that:

· Performing Arts be chosen in the first instance and include the following categories:

Music


Drama

Voice

Dance

· Applicants would need to demonstrate some formal qualification or accreditation

· Grants would be given towards the costs associated with tuition, travel and equipment, similar to those that relate to sporting excellence.

· A wider working group may be needed to assess applications, including representatives from each category.  This will largely depend on demand, however.

5 RISK ASSESSMENT

Approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources: the current allocation for sporting excellence grants is £3,280pa.  Depending on demand, this is sometimes supplemented through recreation/culture grants.  There are no new funds identified for arts excellence, so any new fund would be taken from the current recreation/culture grants allocation.  This currently stands at £3,900pa.

· Political: Ribble Valley Borough Council is one of very few local authorities that still supports individuals in the way.

· Reputation: the introduction of arts excellence awards would undoubtedly be seen in a positive light, given the level of artistic talent across the Borough, and the previous popularity of sporting excellence awards.

6 RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1 Notes the contents of the report and enclosed application process, and endorses the recommendations of the working group.

6.2  Agrees what allocation, subject to availability, should be set aside for arts excellence awards.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information please ask for Chris Hughes
 01200 414479
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