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PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2. PANDEMIC FLU – UPDATE

2.1 Since the report to the last meeting of this Committee, the situation with regard to Pandemic Flu has moved into the next phase ie the second wave of infection as predicted. Infection levels have increased and now stand at 39.1 per 100,000. Normal base levels are in the order of 8.

2.2 Death attributable to Pandemic Flu in the UK remains low, the current UK total is believed to be 129.  For England it is 93, Scotland 21, Wales 7 and N. Ireland 8;

· In the past weeks there has been a ‘steady’ (rather than ‘explosive’) week on week increase in the rates of flu-like illness and related activity.
· The majority of cases continue to be mild. There is no sign that the virus is changing. It is not becoming more severe or developing resistance to anti-virals.
· The main burden of flu-like illness nationally is in the 1-4 and 5-14 years age groups.
· There has been a further rise in related hospitalisations with in the order of 364 patients being in hospital in England (as of 14/10). The proportion of hospitalised patients in critical care is at its highest level yet, at 74.
· The H1N1 vaccination programme commenced in the UK on 21 October following the first deliveries of vaccine being delivered to the NHS Acute Trusts. The UK is one of the first countries in the world to start vaccinating against the virus
· People should still speak to their GP if they are concerned. In fact - it is important to stress that people with underlying health conditions, pregnant women, and parents with children under the age of one should speak to their GP if they have symptoms. 
· Some people find that they get better by staying in bed, drinking plenty of water and taking over the counter flu medication.

2.3
The Corporate Pandemic Flu Working Group consisting of a number of key officers continues to meet on a 4 weekly basis to monitor developments. Staff receive updates on the current situation in Backchat.

3.

IMPROVEMENT OF SLAIDBURN CONCESSIONARY WATER SUPPLY

3.1
On 19 October, United Utilities held a public exhibition/resident’s consultation at Slaidburn Village Hall to explain their proposed AMP 5 Scheme to install a new public water supply in Slaidburn, to replace the existing and failing estate supply.

3.2
The exhibition was well attended and was held between 10am and 7pm with the occupiers of all properties affected being invited to attend.  It is anticipated that the scheme will involve up to 125 new connections being necessary and 7km of new service main being installed.

3.3
The scheme is likely to result in a total investment in the order of £2m and subject to no serious objections, the scheme should be commenced by April 2010 and completed by February 2011.  

4. 
HANSON CEMENT LIAISON MEETING

4.1
A liaison meeting was held on 24 September 2009.  A copy of the minutes were not available at the time of writing this report but will be circulated to Members at the time of the meeting.

5.
CLITHEROE MARKET

5.1
Further to my last update contained in the General Report of the previous meeting of this Committee, the ‘free’ Friday Collectors Market was extended to 30 October, permitting Ribble Valley residents to attend free of charge as part of the “Tackling the Credit Crunch” assistance we made available.

5.2
If the economy continues as presently, consideration will be given to reintroducing the scheme next April.  The scheme has been relatively successful.

5.3
Clitheroe Market has been approached to support the proposed Sunday Opening being promoted by the Clitheroe Chamber of Trade on Sunday 13 December.  In order to support the initiative and ensure that cabin holders attend, it has been decided to waive the nominal fee to the traders on this occasion.

6.
FLOODING – ‘INFORMING THE PUBLIC’

6.1
Over the past twelve months, several information leaflets have been produced and distributed to the occupiers of all properties living within the four flood warning areas within the Ribble Valley.

6.2
In the past four weeks, leaflets have been delivered to all properties within the remaining two areas in Clitheroe, namely Low Moor and Mearley Brook.  Leaflets to the residents in Ribchester and Whalley were distributed earlier in the year.

6.3
The main purposes of the document was to inform residents of the believed flood risk and to advise as to what arrangements were in place in the event of an emergency.  Every occupier was strongly encouraged to register with the Environment Agency’s Floodline.  Recent figures received from the Environment Agency have confirmed that the number of premises registered has increased from the order of 25/30% to 78% for Ribchester and 80% for Whalley, believed to be the highest in England.
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