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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the achievements made in the delivery of affordable housing.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – To meet the identified housing needs in the borough.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
As requested an affordable housing update will be a standard agenda item at each Health and Housing Committee.  The report will update Members on:

· completed affordable housing units;

· affordable housing sites which have been granted planning permission;

· number of households given housing advice and assistance;

· households assisted to the Tenancy Protection Scheme, Mortgage Rescue Scheme and Repossession Prevention Fund.

2.2
Completed Affordable Housing Units

In quarter 1 and quarter 2 of the current year (April – September 2009/10) the following units have been completed:


Table 1


Affordable Housing Units Completed

	Number
	Address
	Tenure
	Developer

	12
	Petre Wood Langho
	Social Rented
	Great Places

	18
	Petre Wood, Langho
	Shared Ownership
	Great Places

	8
	Waterloo House,

64 Waterloo Road, Clitheroe
	LHA rent level
	Private Landlord

	4
	33a Waterloo Road, Clitheroe
	LHA rent level
	Private Landlord

	2
	19/19a Parson Lane, Clitheroe
	LHA rent level
	Private Landlord

	1
	3 Bright Street, Clitheroe
	LHA rent level
	Private Landlord



45 in total.

2.3
Affordable Housing Sites

Planning permission granted for affordable housing units:


Table 2


Affordable Housing Sites with Planning Permission / on Site

	Number
	Address
	Tenure
	Developer

	6
	Clitheroe Road, Sabden
	Social Rented
	Adactus

	10
	Abbotts Brow, Mellor
	Social Rented
	Great Places

	6
	Abbotts Brow, Mellor
	Shared Ownership
	Great Places

	4
	Manor Road, Whalley 
	Social Rented
	St Vincents

	12
	6 rural properties

6 market towns properties
	Social Rented
	Adactus



38 in total.

2.4
Number of Households Given Advice and Assistance

The total number of households that have approached the housing needs service for advice and assistance with the housing situation in the first two quarters is 102.  Of these households, casework and follow up action from the service in the form of use of tenancy protection scheme, benefit advice or assistance into private rented accommodation has prevented 53 households from becoming homeless.

2.5
Tenancy Protection Scheme, Mortgage Rescue Scheme and Repossession Prevention Fund
· 
The Tenancy Protection Scheme has enabled 34 households access of private rented scheme within the last two quarters.

· 
The Mortgage Rescue Scheme is a national scheme which each authority was allocated a housing association which would deliver the product.  Plumlife Housing Association runs the scheme within Ribble Valley which is part of the Great Places Group.  To be eligible, the household must be facing repossession, have dependants or are a priority need group and the property value is capped.  The scheme offers the household the option of converting from owner/occupation tenure into shared ownership or social rented, therefore enabling them to remain in their home.  In total 15 households have made application to the scheme, 6 of these are at current stages in the process; to date no households have been assisted through the scheme.

· 
The authority was awarded £28,000 to prevent repossessions and ultimately homelessness.  At last Committee the eligibility criteria for assessing the grant was agreed.  To date two households have been assisted and repossession has been prevented; one owner/occupier household and one tenant.  A further 2 households have made applications and financial assessments are being prepared.

3
RISK ASSESSMENT

3.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Note the contents of this report and identify any further elements of affordable housing delivery that should be included as standard items within the agenda item.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567.

(12110906)
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