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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the requirement to review the Council's licensing Statement of Principles on gambling as required by the Gambling Act 2005 and seek Committees’ views about amendment of the statement, as attached at Appendix 1 to form the basis of consultation.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}


· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Council considered its current Statement of Principles on 22 June 2006 (at Licensing Committee) and it was subsequently approved by Policy and Finance Committee and Full Council.  (It will therefore be necessary to refer this matter to the meetings on 26 January and 15 March respectively).  

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Gambling Act 2005 gave the Council responsibility for licensing a variety of types of premises for example betting offices and betting arcades.  There are very few premises in the Council's area which hold such licences, however, many premises licensed under the Licensing Act 2003 also hold permits under the Act for gaming machines. 

3.2
The Act requires Councils to have a gambling statement of principles and to publish the Statement every three years and review it from time to time.  The Council's statement took effect on 31 January 2007.

3.3
There have been no representations about the Council's statement since its inception.  However, 
Members are asked to consider the statement, in order that any changes Members identify to the statement can then form the basis of consultation, and if appropriate the statement can then be revised by Full Council.  

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – N/A

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – Requirement to keep the statement under review is a statutory requirement.
· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Consider the statement attached at Appendix 1. 

5.2
Consider whether the statement should be revised prior to the consultation exercise.

Legal Services Manager 

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.

DECISION





The Council seeks to be a well managed Council, review of the policies which guide the Council when making decisions contributes to this objective.
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