	



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

15 January 2004 starting at 7.00pm

Present:


Councillor C Warkman (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive; Director of Finance; Housing Manager, Surveying Manager and Financial Services Manager.

668
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors H G Douglas and M Fielding.  The Members of the Committee asked that Councillor Douglas be sent their best wishes for a speedy recovery following his stay in hospital.

669
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2003 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

670
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

671
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

672
REVENUE BUDGET 2004/5

The Director of Finance submitted a report outlining a revised budget for 2003/4 together with a draft revenue budget for 2004/5 for submission to Policy and Finance Committee.  He reminded Committee that this budget falls into two areas, the General Fund and the Housing Revenue Account, which must be kept separate. He gave a comparison between the original and revised budgets for each service and the factors that had affected it.  With regard to the draft budget for 2004, on the Housing Revenue Account he reported that there would be major changes with rent rebates being transferred to the General Fund.  He also outlined the changes with regard to Government subsidies.  Committee were also asked to consider the rent increase, a list of one-off items for improvement to services, an increase in heating charges and other charges.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
submit the General Fund Budget for 2004/5 to the Policy and Finance Committee for approval;

2.
approve a 3.75% increase in rents to give an average rent increase of £1.51 per week (52 week year);

3.
approve the extra items for improvements in services attached in Annex 1 of the report;

4.
increase the heating charges to sheltered accommodation as set out in Annex 2;

5.
approve the increase service charges as set out in Annex 3;

6.
approve the increase in other charges operated by this Committee as set out in Annex 4;

7.
agree expenditure of £20,000 on capitalised improvements; and

8.
approve the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2004/5.

673
REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2003/4 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME 2004/9

The Director of Finance submitted a report asking Committee to approve the revised programme for the current year and also agree a future five-year Capital Programme for this Committee.  Capital Project Evaluation Statements were submitted for each scheme so that Committee could see the progress made.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the revised Capital Programme for 2003/4 be approved; and

2.
the future programme for 2004/5 to 2008/9 be approved as set out in the report.

674
KITCHEN CONTRACT 2003/4

The Housing Manager submitted a report asking Committee to agree to a negotiated tender with the building contractor David Johnston Limited for carrying out the replacement kitchen contract for 2003/4.  She informed Committee that the quality of work produced by this contractor and their dealing with our tenants had been extremely high which provides excellent value for money both for the Council and the tenants.  The Housing Manager reminded Committee that, should they agree to undertake negotiations with David Johnston Limited, then a recommendation from this Committee would need to be made to Policy and Finance Committee to suspend standing orders to allow these negotiations to proceed.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to negotiate a tender with David Johnston Limited; and

2.
recommend that Policy and Finance Committee suspend standing orders so that negotiations can proceed.

675
RETENTION OF TEMPORARY POSTS – ESTATE SUPERVISOR, LONGRIDGE AND HOMELESSNESS OFFICER

The Housing Manager submitted a report updating Committee with regards to the above temporary contract positions in the Housing Division and asking for approval for the continuation of both posts within the identified resources.  With regard to the Estate Supervisor, it had been found that, following his appointment, the number of complaints had dramatically reduced with regard to vandalism and anti-social behaviour, particularly in Bleasdale Court and that his assistance in general areas of undertaking minor repairs, general cleaning up, cleaning of void properties, etc had proved extremely useful.  With regard to the Homelessness Officer, future funding had now been received from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for the next two financial years.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the request to establish a permanent part-time post of Estate Supervisor; and

2.
approve the extension of the current temporary contract for the position of part-time Homelessness Officer until 31 March 2006.

676
DRAFT RIBBLE VALLEY HOUSING STRATEGY

The Housing Manager submitted the first draft of the revised Housing Strategy for 2004/8 for discussion.  She informed Committee that at this stage the Strategy was in a very ‘raw state’ and needed a lot of work on its presentation and details.  She asked Committee that they inform her of anything that they wished to add, delete, alter from the Strategy by the end of January.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee accept the draft Housing Strategy in its current form give feedback to the Housing Manager; and

2. 
investigations be made into the cost of producing a quality document as the  Housing Strategy.

677
SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION, WARDEN TITLE CHANGE

The Housing Manager submitted a report seeking the approval of Committee to re-designate the title of the Council’s Sheltered Accommodation Wardens.  She reported that the title Warden had now become outdated and that the role had also evolved over a number of years into something different than that intimated by the title.  Consultation had taken place with the Wardens and the majority had agreed that the new title of Scheme Co-ordinator was one that they preferred.

RESOLVED:
That Committee adopted the title Scheme Co-ordinator to replace the current title of Warden but that this should precipitate a review of the duties and responsibilities of the officers concerned.  

678
SUPPORT FOR THE LANCASHIRE ENERGY EFFICIENCY ADVICE CENTRE

The Surveying Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider financial support for the Lancashire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre.  He informed Committee that the basic funding of the LEEAC comes via the Energy Saving Trust by way of a grant which supports the employment of staff.  They were now asking for financial support to further enhance their operation to provide promotional events in all areas and generally assist local authorities by providing education and assessing grant funding. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to support the Lancashire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre with a grant of £1,500 per year for the next three years.

679
GENERAL REPORT OF THE Chief Executive

The Housing Manager submitted a report showing the performance indicators on rents, tenant participation, allocations, homelessness, resources and quality.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

680
GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SERVICES

The Surveying Manager submitted a report outlining the progress with the various schemes currently being undertaken.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

681
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

682
DARWENS FARM, CHAIGLEY

The Housing Manager submitted a report of a request to waiver the repayment of a house renovation grant paid in 2001.  

RESOLVED:
That the decision be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Shadow Chairman of Committee once more information has been received with regard to the sale price and other relevant details of the property has been received.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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