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PLACE JOINT COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 26th November 2009

Present:

Cllr Michael Lee, Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council (Chair)

Cllr  Maureen Lishman, Burnley Borough Council

Cllr  Peter Clarke, Hyndburn Borough Council

Cllr Albert Atkinson, Lancashire County Council

Cllr John David, Pendle Borough Council

Cllr Michael Ranson, Ribble Valley Borough Council  

Cllr Tony Swain, Rossendale Borough Council

	Supporting Officers:

Graham Burgess, Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Steve Rumbelow, Burnley Borough Council

David Welsby, Hyndburn Borough Council

Deborah Ashton, Lancashire County Council

Steven Barnes, Pendle Borough Council

Marshal Scott, Ribble Valley Borough Council

Helen Lockwood, Rossendale Borough Council

Max Steinberg, Elevate

Steve Hoyle, Elevate

Mike Damms, ELCC

Steven Cochrane, PLACE Strategy Unit

Marie Hart, PLACE Programme Team

Marc Schmid, Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Phil Llewellyn, Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

	
	
	

	1
	APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
	

	
	
	

	
	Graham Burgess asked for nominations for the positions of Chair and Vice Chair of the Joint Committee for the period November 2009 to May 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillor Michael Lee was nominated and appointed as Chair and Councillor John David was nominated and appointed as Vice Chair for the period November 2009 to May 2010.
	Approved

	
	
	

	2
	WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chair, Councillor Michael Lee, welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked them to introduce themselves.
	

	
	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Councillor Peter Britcliffe (HBC), Cllr Geoff Driver (LCC), Cllr Gordon Birtwistle (BBC), Andrew Lightfoot (BwDBC), Steven Sporrey (EL PCT) and Janet Barton (LEP),
	

	
	
	

	3
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no Declarations of Interest.
	

	
	
	

	4
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	
	

	
	A question on the proposed racecourse for the Read/Simonstone and Altham area was submitted by John Hill of ‘Langbar’, Tunstead Avenue, Simonstone, Burnley BB12 7NR, and Councillor Michael Lee provided a response.
	

	
	
	

	5
	REPORT FROM PLACE HEAD OF STRATEGY
	

	
	
	

	
	A report was submitted which updated the Joint Committee on a number of items the key points being:
	

	
	
	

	5.1
	Joint Investment Planning
	

	
	The North West Development Agency had confirmed that up to £200m would be available over the next 10 years for the Pennine Lancs Joint Investment plan.  The Joint investment plan would incorporate other funding streams amounting to an additional £100m approximately per year.  This major investment would deliver key aspects of the £1 billion (over 10 years) Pennine Lancashire Multi Area Agreement (MAA).
	

	
	
	

	
	A Pennine Lancashire Business Plan was being prepared which would outline the prioritised progress for Pennine Lancashire alongside the NWDA existing commitments.
	

	
	
	

	
	Steve Cochrane was requested to bring a report on the Business plan to a future meeting and also for the January meeting more detail on the funding from the NWDA. 
	SC

	
	
	

	5.2
	Employment and Skills Board Update
	

	
	Mike Damms had recently been appointed as interim Chair of the Employment and Skills Board until a private sector Chair was appointed.  The Board would be able to influence the expenditure of the transferred LSC funding from 2011/12 onwards, and discussion took place on the importance of ensuring that appropriate courses were designed and delivered such as construction and engineering. 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that:
	

	
	
	

	
	1.
The Joint Committee note the contents of this report; and
	Noted

	
	
	

	
	2.
The Joint Committee endorse the proposal to bring the Pennine Lancashire Business Plan back to a future meeting.
	Approved

	
	
	

	6
	PROPOSED PENNINE LANCASHIRE RACECOURSE
	

	
	
	

	
	Steve Hoyle reported on progress regarding proposals to establish a super racecourse in the heart of Pennine Lancashire.
	

	
	
	

	
	The latest position was that the development consortium Voltigeur had confirmed that funding was being pursued from an ethical trust fund, established by the G8.  Negotiations were well advanced to secure both the funding required to take the racecourse proposals through the feasibility stages and for its eventual construction.  The company was optimistic about returning to Pennine Lancashire early in the New Year to carry out the feasibility stage of the project and to prepare for the submission of a planning application.
	

	
	
	

	
	Discussion took place on the importance of ensuring that written assurances were received that the necessary funding was in place and also of the need to reassure residents of Altham, Read and Simonstone that there would be substantial infrastructure improvements associated with the development.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that the report be noted and that leaders agree, subject to relevant local authorities’ planning and related responsibilities in principle support for this initiative.
	Noted

and

Approved

	
	
	

	7
	PROGRESS REPORT ON MAJOR EMPLOYMENT SITES
	

	
	
	

	
	Steve Hoyle updated the Joint Committee on the progress in the development of key employment sites within Pennine Lancashire.  Progress was highlighted in relation to two key sites – Burnley Bridge and Whitebirk.
	

	
	
	

	7.1
	Burnley Bridge Business Park
	

	
	The Burnley Bridge Business Park was a 70 acre site located on junction 9 on the M65 motorway, which had been designed as a Logistics Park and would provide a mixture of industrial and distribution space.
	

	
	
	

	
	The site in total would cater for 650,000 square feet of development creating an estimated 1,600 jobs and Burnley Borough Council were working closely with the site’s new owners, development company Eshton properties, who had been very active in promoting the potential of the site and in bringing forward development funding.  As part of the planning consent for the site, approval had been given for the construction of a new link bridge over the canal, with funding for this and other site infrastructure being provided by the NWDA.
	

	
	
	

	
	Whitebirk
	

	
	Blackburn with Darwen and Hyndburn Borough Councils had been working together over recent years to try to bring the sites forward for development, and working with the NWDA the two Councils, supported by Capita Plc had developed a masterplan for Whitebirk, involving a mixed use development, including the development of about one third of the site for knowledge based industries.
	

	
	
	

	
	There had recently been a breakthrough on a longstanding issue relating to the terms of a Section 106 agreement covering he transportation impact of the site, and with the management of the development process transferred to the PLDL, it was anticipated that the site would be actively marketed for development during the Spring of 2010.  The site had the potential to provide employment for over 3,000 people.
	

	
	
	

	
	Steve Hoyle reported that 30 to 35 significant employment sites had been identified as coming on stream over the next 5 years with Pennine Lancashire and agreed to provide a list of these to the next meeting.
	SH

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that members approve this report and endorse the action being taken to secure the development of key employment sites in Pennine Lancashire.
	Approved

	
	
	

	8
	2009 PENNINE LANCASHIRE FESTIVAL OF FOOD AND CULTURE OVERVIEW
	

	
	
	

	
	Max Steinberg reported on the evaluation of the Pennine Lancashire Festival of Food and Culture 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Amongst the key findings were that attendances had grown by 30% since 2008, and by 90% since 2006, with 80% of events ‘very well received’ by the audiences.  Total visitor spend amounted to £1,750,000, and the awards and accolades and feedback for the 2009 were reported on, together with a summary of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.
	

	
	
	

	
	For the 2010 event, planning was underway and would include close collaborative working with the public and private sector, with critical success factors being quality control and partnership development.
	

	
	
	

	
	Max Steinberg also reported that a 10k road race would be held in Blackburn with Darwen on 11th July, and in future years the event would move round each of the 6 boroughs on an annual basis.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Joint Committee discussed the success of the event and also the importance of signposting major destinations and David Welsby suggested that a review be undertaken to ensure all such destinations were adequately signposted and on the map.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that the Joint Committee:
	

	
	
	

	
	1.
Note festival achievements for 2009; 
	Noted

	
	
	

	
	2.
Agree to a commitment of £4,000 each to fund the 2010 festival – no increase from 2009; and
	Approved

	
	
	

	
	3.
Agree that planning, partnership development and programming for Festival 2010 can begin now.
	Approved

	
	
	

	9
	HIGHER EDUCATION UPDATE
	

	
	
	

	
	Graham Burgess reported on action being taken to support the bid for additional student numbers to be allocated by HEFCE for 2010/11 and 2011/12 as part of the new UCLan Campus at Burnley and the new University centre at Blackburn College.
	

	
	
	

	
	Graham had recently written a letter to the HEFCE on behalf of PLACE to support the bid for additional students, highlighting the significant investment in advanced manufacturing and high skills employment and the bid for additional HE places would play a major part in supporting this objective.
	

	
	
	

	
	A summary of Pennine Lancashire Higher Education student figures was also submitted to the Joint Committee and a more detailed report would be submitted to a future meeting.
	GB

	
	
	

	
	Following discussion it was agreed that a Pennine Lancashire college be requested to deliver a presentation to the next meeting of the Joint Committee on Higher Education in Pennine Lancashire.
	GB

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that the update be noted.
	Noted

	
	
	

	10
	FUNDING UPDATE
	

	
	
	

	
	The Joint Committee received an updated on the Programmes managed by PLACE as follows:
	

	
	
	

	10.1
	PLACE Economic Development Programme
	

	
	Meetings with the NWDA were ongoing.  The next stage in the Joint Investment Planning process was the development of a Business Plan.  Further work was required by the NWDA in relation to existing commitments from regional programmes, business support and the generic activity being funded throughout Pennine Lancashire, existing commitments would impact on the amount of funding available from the £20m annual development allocation.
	

	
	
	

	
	The programme continued to spend on a small number of projects that were approved in the original programme, the total financial year spend to date for 9/10 was £3,053,925 against a total profile of £5,408,005.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Marie Hart was requested to provide a breakdown on the major commitments in the £20 million annual development allocation to the next meeting.
	MH

	
	
	

	
	Future Jobs Fund
	

	
	An offer letter had been received from the DWP for 2009/10 in support of job creation by the end of March 2010.  An invitation to bid for a further 12 months until March 2011 had been received.
	

	
	
	

	
	A number of meetings and workshops had been held with key stakeholders involved in the delivery of the project, and a new email address had been created specifically for the programmes: futurejobsfund@blackburn.gov.uk.
	

	
	
	

	
	Marie Hart was requested to bring more detail on the type of jobs that were being discussed and where they were planned to the next meeting.
	MH

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that the Joint Committee note the contents of this report.
	Noted

	
	
	

	11
	TIMETABLE OF MEETING DATES FOR THE JOINT COMMITTEE
	

	
	
	

	
	The Joint Committee agreed the timetable of meetings dates for 2010.
	Approved

	
	
	

	12
	MATTERS OF URGENCY
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no matters of urgency.
	

	
	
	

	13
	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	The next meeting of the Joint Committee will be held at Nelson on 21st January 2010 at 11.15 am.
	

	
	
	

	14
	PART 2 ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no Part 2 items.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	











