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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make peoples’ lives healthier and safer.

2.
CASTLE CEMENT

2.1
Since the last meeting there have been no significant developments.

3
CASTLE CEMENT PUBLIC REGISTER 

3.1
Since the last meeting of this Committee the following documents have been placed on the Public Register in relation Castle Cement:

· Document Ref: 477
Received 31 May 2006

	
	Titled ‘Part A Notifications 2004/05’


· Document Ref: 478
Received 31 May 2006

	
	Titled ‘Monthly Return – March 2006’


· Document Ref: 479
Received 1 June 2006

	
	Titled ‘Monthly Return – April 2006’


· Document Ref: 480
Received 6 June 2006

	
	Titled ‘Request Permission – Condition 2.2.1’


· Document Ref: 481
Received 6 July 2006

	
	Titled ‘Proposed Trial – Cement Kiln Bypass Dust’


· Document Ref: 482
Received 6 July 206

	
	Titled ‘Monthly Return – May 2006’


3.2
Following the request by Committee to review and reduce information being reported, due to the present generally satisfactory environmental performance in relation to Castle Cement and recent mothballing of kilns 5 and 6, it is proposed to discontinue the routine reporting of Castle Cement and Castle Cement Public Register entries.

4
MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT AGENCY/HEALTH PROTECTION AGENCY LIAISON MEETING

4.1
A liaison meeting was held on Monday, 5 June  2006.  A copy of the minutes are not available at the time of writing this report and if received will be circulated at the meeting.

5
MINUTES OF TARMAC LIAISON MEETING

5.1
A liaison meeting was held on 8 June 2006.  A copy of the minutes are attached as Appendix A to this report.

6
SUMMARY OF CHATBURN AND WADDINGTON AIR MONITORING STATIONS – 1 OCTOBER 2005 – 31 MARCH 2006

6.1
Further to my last report to Committee on 1 November 2005, I can present the results of the eighteenth six month period of monitoring completed by the Chatburn Station and the twelfth six month period completed by the Waddington Station.  

6.2
Both stations monitor continuously for 3 primary air pollutants, namely sulphur dioxide [SOz], oxides of nitrogen [NOx] and particulates measured as PM10’s.

6.3
All results from this period are submitted to the National Environmental Technology Centre (NETCEN), who are the body who oversee the National Air Quality Network for DEFRA, for quality assurance purposes.

6.4
The final ratified results and associated data set were received on 10 July 2006.  A copy of the summary is attached as Appendix B to this report.

6.5
The measurements have shown the following:

6.5.1
CHATBURN


Sulphur Dioxide [SO2] – There have been zero 15 minute exceedences of SO2 in this period.  The maximum 15 minute average measured was 45(gm/m3 which is well within the DEFRA 15 minute objective of 266(gm/m3.  The Air Quality Regulations permit SO2 exceedences to occur up to 35 times per year.  Including the zero exceedences identified in the previous six months, this confirms that the air quality in relation to SO2 in Chatburn generally falls within the Government’s category of “low pollution” according to the Government’s Air Pollution categories (ie falls within the best air quality category).  The maximum hourly concentration of 32(gm/m3 was below the DEFRA hourly objective of 350(gm/m3.  The maximum daily concentration of 10(gm/m3 was below the DEFRA daily objective of 125(gm/m3.  The average hourly concentration of SO2 over the whole six month period continues to be 3(gm/m3 which is extremely low and is well below the Air Quality Strategy objective level for the protection of vegetation and eco systems.


The effect of air quality standards falling within this category are “unlikely to be noticed” even by an individual who know they are sensitive to air pollutants.  


The above results indicate a significant reduction in SO2 following the mothballing of kilns 5 and 6 by approximately 63% of peak maximum 15 minute and hourly concentration.


Nitrogen Dioxide [NO2]– No air quality exceedences were measured during this period.  The maximum hourly averaged concentration of 67(gm/m3 was below the new DEFRA objective of 200(gm/m3.  The mean concentration of 18(gm/m3 was well below the objective for annual mean data of 40(gm/m3.  


Similarly to Sulpher Dioxide the above represents approximately a halving of peak previous values.


Particulates measured as PM10’S – There was a maximum 15 minute average particulate measurement of 157 (gm/m3.  PM10 concentrations remained in the DEFRA low band throughout the monitoring period.  There was zero exceedence of the DEFRA objective level of 50 (gm/m3, in this period and none during the previous six months.  Under the revised DEFRA standards it is permissible for up to 35 exceedences of this standard per year. The mean concentration of 18 (gm/m3 gravimetric equivalent was below the DEFRA annual mean objective value of 40 (gm/m3. To put these levels in perspective, a figure within the range of 10‑20 (gm/m3 is typical of rural and smaller town environments in the UK with the absence of major local stationary combustion sources.  

6.5.2
WADDINGTON

Sulphur Dioxide [SO2] – There have been zero 15 minute exceedences of SO2 in this period.  The maximum 15 minute mean measured was 93(gm/m3 which is well within the DEFRA 15 minute objective value of 266(gm/m3.  There was zero exceedences in the previous six month period.  The Air Quality Regulations permit SO2 exceedences to occur up to 35 times per year.  

The maximum hourly mean concentration of 51(gm/m3 was below the DEFRA hourly objective of 350(gm/m3.  The maximum daily mean of 13(gm/m3 was well below the DEFRA daily objective of 125(gm/m3.  This confirms that the air quality in relation to SO2 in the vicinity of Waddington generally falls within the Government’s category of “low pollution” according  to the Government’s Air Pollution categories, (ie falls within the best air quality category).  The average hourly concentration of SO2 over the whole six month period is 2(gm/m3 which is extremely low and is well below the Air Quality Strategy objective level for the protection of vegetation and eco systems.


The effects of air quality standards falling within this category are “unlikely to be noticed” even by individuals who know they are sensitive to pollutants.


Nitrogen Dioxide [NO2] – Concentrations remained in the low band throughout this monitoring period.  The maximum hourly mean concentration of 59(gm/m3 was below the hourly objective value of 200(gm/m3.  The mean concentration of 14(gm/m3 was below DEFRA annual mean objective of 40(gm/m3.  

Particulates measured as PM10’S – PM10 concentrations during the period remained in the DEFRA “low band” throughout the monitoring period.  The DEFRA objective value of 50 (gm/m3 based on daily gravimetric equivalent data was exceeded on one occasion during the period and none during the previous six months.  The objective allows up to 35 exceedences per year.  The mean concentration of 17 (gm/m3 gravimetric equivalent was below the DEFRA annual mean objective value of 40 (gm/m3.  To put these levels in perspective, a figure within the range of 10‑20 (gm/m3 is typical of rural and smaller town environments in the UK with the absence of major local stationary combustion sources.  

7
NATIONAL FOOD SAFETY WEEK

7.1
As in previous years the Food Safety team supported the above national initiative.

7.2
This year’s event was targeted specifically on the important issue of effective hand washing.  This was undertaken locally by Louise Hilton one of our Environmental Health Technicians and Christopher Hixon our student Environmental Health Officer visiting 10 primary schools and delivering an interactive presentation on effective hand washing using a glitter bug ultra violet light cabinet.  A total of 1624 school children received the presentation.

7.3
We have subsequently receive very positive feedback from both school staff, parents and children and believe this year’s initiative was particularly effective. 

8
Clitheroe MARKET – UPDATE

8.1
As resolved by this Committee at its meeting in March, a meeting took place on Monday, 3 July of the Clitheroe Market Working Group consisting of selected members, officers and market trader liaison representatives. 

8.2
The meeting was a positive exercise with many issues of the market operation being reviewed including repairs and maintenance, promotion and advertising, vacancies, selection of new cabin traders, site cleaning, waste disposal, signage, market regulations and trader vehicle parking.  Generally Members heard that no particular issues existed with the aforementioned and that traders were generally satisfied with current operations and systems.

8.3
However, there was considerable debate as to the possible need for realignment of the market stalls to provide better weather protection, on site trader vehicle parking and a more interesting/traditional condensed market layout.  It was duly resolved that a site visit would be arranged for a Tuesday or Thursday market day during the next few weeks for working group members to visit and better understand the issues. 
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