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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To determine the above application.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – N/A

· Community Objectives – N/A

· Corporate Priorities -  N/A

· Other Considerations – The Council has a statutory duty to determine applications for caravan site licences. 

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The application seeks to regularise the licensing arrangements for Bridge Hey Wood Caravan Park and has been made in response to a request from officers, in order to ensure that the site is properly licensed. 

2.2
Until recently the site was unregulated as, in addition to having no licence, the planning consent had discontinued in December 1984.  However, the planning position has recently been clarified as, in February 2006, the applicant made a successful certificate of lawfulness application for use of the land as a holiday caravan site from 1 March to 31 October.  The applicant has submitted an application for a site licence to reflect the current position on site, ie 89 static holiday caravans (including one warden’s van) and 18 touring pitches.

2.3
Having received an application for a site licence the Council has to determine the application in accordance with the relevant legislation.

2.4
Until recently site licence applications were determined by the Council's Environmental Health Officer (Housing).  This matter has been referred to Committee as the Chief Executive now wishes site licences to be approved by Committee. 

3
ISSUES

3.1
The issue of a site licence is controlled by the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960.  The Act provides that:

a)
an application must be in writing;

b)
the site licence must be consistent with the planning permission for the site (see 2.2 above); 

c)
the licence shall not be issued if the applicant has in the previous three years had a licence revoked (not the position here so far as the authority is aware); 

d)
the licence may not be issued for a limited period, (ie for a fixed number of years) unless the underlying planning permission is limited in duration – there is no restriction on the length of permission in this case; 

e)
conditions may be attached to the licence – see further below.

3.2
The Act provides for the control of the use of the site by imposition of conditions.  The conditions must be necessary or desirable in the interests of:

i)
persons on the site; or

ii)
any other class of persons; or

iii)
the public at large. 


Conditions can only meet the following types of concerns – number of caravans, duration of occupation, type of occupation, site layout, sanitary, safety and fire safety arrangements.  I inspected the site on 17 May 2006 and a letter dealing with matters arising from the visit is attached at Appendix 1.  I will liaise with the site owners to secure improvements where necessary and I am satisfied that the issuing of a site licence is appropriate. 

3.3
If Committee decide to grant a licence, with conditions, the site owners have a right to appeal to the magistrates court if they believe the conditions are unreasonable.  There is also a right of appeal to the magistrates court against a decision to refuse a licence. 

3.4
The applicant has recently submitted a planning application to extend the season from 31 October to 6 January.  Officer recommendation is for this proposal to be approved and a decision will be made by the Council's Planning and Development Committee on 20 July 2006.

3.5
The Council's Environmental Health Officer is satisfied that, other than inadequate lighting, the standards on site are suitable to accommodate the extended period (the applicant has promised to introduce low-level street lighting this year). 

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – The costs of dealing with the applications will be met from existing budgets. 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council has a statutory duty to determine the application. 
· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
 Resolve in principle to issue a site licence in the form attached.

5.2
Subject to the decision of Planning and Development Committee on 20 July, authorise the Council's Director of Community Services to issue a licence for the extended period from 1 March to 6 January. 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1.
Appendix 1 – letter to site owner.

2.
Appendix 2 – draft site licence. 

For further information please ask for Matthew Riding

, extension 4470.

DECISION
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