Economic Action Plan

for Whalley
Introduction
This document sets out a number of actions to support the economy of Whalley. The aspirations are for the area to be economically vibrant and sustainable and to maintain Whalley’s role as a vibrant business and key service centre. Whalley Parish Council and Whalley Chamber of Trade consulted with local residents and businesses to determine the village’s future needs.  All suggestions were channelled and prioritised by the two lead groups back to Ribble Valley Borough Council and form the basis of this Action Plan. It acts as a guidance paper to tackle the community derived economic priorities in Whalley and accords with strategic actions as specified in the Ribble Valley Economic Strategy 2009 – 2014, through which further partnership working will continue for the purpose of monitoring, reviewing and developing the plan.

Background

Whalley is a large village on the banks of the River Calder. The parish consists of the old village, which emerged as early as the 600’s, that has grown from a traditional village centre with a large estate of new properties on the site of the former hospital just out of the centre, which was once a major employer. Much of the original hospital has now been demolished and replaced by a very large housing development, and the population of Whalley has increased dramatically in recent years to well over 4000 inhabitants. It is 7 miles north west of Blackburn and 3.5 miles south of the market town of Clitheroe. The village enjoys good access to the M6 and M65 motorways, 11 miles to the west and 4 miles to the south respectively. It is also served by the Ribble Valley rail line and regular bus services to neighbouring towns. The village also contains the ruins of Whalley Abbey, the foundation stone for which was laid in the early 14th century and today Whalley can boast a vibrant range of independent shops and businesses backed up by a robust Chamber of Trade. 

Whalley Action Plan 

	Theme 1
	Actions/Activities
	Output
	Reason
	Lead
	Others
	Times

	Environment & Appearance/transport, Access & Parking


	Seek the creation of long stay parking provision in Whalley
	Increased provision of parking for shoppers and longer stay tourists wishing to visit Whalley to increase dwell and spend times.


	Allows introduction of further parking restrictions on King Street to encourage use of car parks and therefore improve traffic flow through village and the Accrington Road/King Street traffic lights.

Increases retail economy with knock on effect to sustainability of further community projects and events
	Parish Council
	LCC
	June 2011

	
	Seek to improve signage and appearance of key gateway routes into Whalley.
	Improve gateway signage and assist Whalley in their entry to Britain in Bloom.
	Improve aesthetic entry into the village, which is striving to attain increased tourism footfall, which in turn will assist with economic development.
	WCT
	LCC

RVBC
	June 2011

	
	Creation of safe Cycle Routes throughout Whalley from main residential areas and create cycle parking stands/lockups in convenient locations
	Encourage local residents to walk/cycle into Whalley to work and to shop.
	Reduce business CO2 footprint, reduce cars within Whalley centre allowing room for shoppers and tourists.
	LCC
	Parish Council
	August 2011

	
	Planting in/on Whalley Train Station
	New planters on and around the station area.
	Another gateway improving scheme to enhance tourism experience encouraging repeat business and ad hoc stop offs to investigate the village
	WPC

WCT
	LCC

RVBC
	Oct 2010

	
	Improve access to Riverside Footpaths for people with mobility problems.
	Installation of access gates and improve and widen footpaths
	Improve access for wheelchair bound individuals to riverside area.

Improve access to parents with prams and/or small children with bicycles to enhance tourism experiences.
	LCC


	Parish Council
	July 2011


	Theme 2
	Actions/Activities
	Output
	Reason
	Lead
	Others
	Times

	Marketing & Promotion
	Purchase new traditional stalls for local producers for use on Whalley Market, Pickwick night and other local produce promotion events
	Improve the visitor experience and local shoppers encouraging repeat business

Encourage more local producers/cottage industry to participate in events who do not own their own stalls
	Allow Whalley the opportunity to encourage more community driven events thus encouraging the opportunity for increased spend by visitors
	WCT


	Pickwick Committee

Whalley Market
	Dec 2010


	Theme 3
	Actions/Activities
	Output
	Reason
	Lead
	Others
	Times

	Business Support, Development & Investment
	Significantly improve Broadband to Businesses
	Increase bandwidth  to enable Whalley to attract further creative, Digital Professional and Financial Services.
	Whalley’s business economy is flourishing. Businesses are struggling by having to work on residential broadband connection.  
	RVBC

LCC
	 WTC
	2010 - 2013

	
	Provide a business support information point at Whalley Library and provide a direct Business Link website linkage to the Chamber of Trade Website
	Provide businesses with up to date and relevant business support.
	Encourage communication between Whalley businesses start-ups and existing companies with RVBC and Business Link and other business support organisations in order to assist in the development of the local economy
	BLNW
	RVBC
	October 2010


	Theme 4
	Actions/Activities
	Output
	Reason
	Lead
	Others
	Times

	Community Development


	Set up a Parish Council Youth Committee for the 11 – 18 year olds.  .
	Set up of a ‘Youth Club’ facility
	Assist in the reduction of out of hours crime activity towards business premises and community amenities
	Parish Council
	Youth organisations

Community Police Officers
	October 2010

	
	Set up a Whalley Recreational and Sports Committee to develop facilities at Whalley Playing Fields to provide facilities for all age groups participation in Sport.


	Assist in the communication between age groups and other rural communities in the local area.

Source and apply for funding to provide further facilities for concurrent sports at Whalley playing Field.

Encourage the retired resident participation in ‘softer’ sports such as bowling, cricket, croquet, boules etc thus expanding the opportunity for all age groups to mix and share in the enjoyment of sport.
	To enable Whalley groups to be in a position to apply to various funding streams and coordinate maintenance of the amenities with local authorities.

To encourage business sponsorship for sports clubs and thus aid Whalley business promotion in the local and wider areas.
	Parish Council

Whalley Sports Clubs
	Youth committee

Community Futures

LCC

RVBC
	December 2010

	
	Provision of Horticultural Allotments
	Encourage cottage industries and local food producers to participate in Whalley market and other events.
	To create an opportunity for residents to grow their own food therefore encouraging healthy eating and encourage water and energy, environmental saving activities.


	Parish Council


	Landowners

National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners

Environment Agency

DEFRA

RVBC
	January 2012


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     END    --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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