RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Agenda Item No.   

meeting date: 
TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST 2006

title: 

PROPOSED CAR PARKING ORDER

submitted by: 
SOLICITOR

principal author:
DEBBIE NUTTALL

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To consider the responses received to the consultation on the proposed car parking order.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – To protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area and to protect the natural and built environment.  Introducing charging in respect of the Sabden car park will effectively manage the limited amount of off-street parking available in this village.  Charging for car parking will also help to encourage more sustainable forms of transport and will ensure that the repair and maintenance costs for such car parks fall on their users rather than on council tax payers as a whole.

· Community Objectives – To encourage and develop more sustainable forms of transport by charging for off-street car parking.  To develop Longridge, Clitheroe and Whalley as service centres for their own people and those living in the areas of Ribble Valley around them without detracting from the ability of other villages to meet their own service needs and to encourage visitors to the towns by continuing to provide parking spaces for such visitors.

· Corporate Priorities - Maintaining and improving the environmental quality of the Ribble Valley in line with our priority of environmental excellence.

· Other Considerations – The introduction of decriminalised parking enforcement in respect of the disabled spaces at Riverside, near Edisford Bridge, is intended to ensure that better access to services is made available for disabled users of the car park.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
At its meeting on 25 May 2006 the Committee approved the making of an off-street parking places order in respect of the public car parks provided by the Council and asked me to proceed with the legal requirements for making the order.

2.2
A notice giving details of the proposed order was published in the Clitheroe Advertiser & Times on Thursday, 29 June 2006  and in the Longridge News on Friday, 30 June 2006.  The notice invited objections or representations by not later than 24 July 2006.  

2.3
A copy of the notice and a draft of the order was sent to the police, the Lancashire County Council and other statutory consultees.

2.4
The responses received to the consultation are set out in section 3 of this report.

3
RESPONSES

3.1
Lancashire Constabulary – no objections.

3.2
Lancashire County Council – response awaited.

3.3
The Freight Transport Association – no response received.

3.4
The Road Haulage Association – no response received. 

3.5
Other responses – Objections have been received which relate to the inclusion of Sabden public car park in the Car Parking Order.  Ribble Valley Borough Council lease the land comprising of the car park from Sabden Parish Council via an Underlease.  Sabden Parish Council, in turn, lease the land from Mr J E F Aspinall.  Ingham & Yorke, agents for Mr Aspinall, allege that the Parish Council were given consent to enter into the Underlease with the Borough Council “with no premium or rent being involved” on the basis that the car park would be a free one.  If car parking charges were introduced, Ingham & Yorke have indicated that the Estate might elect to instead apply market rent to the car park, resulting in an increased rent for Sabden Parish Council.  The letters attached as Appendices below further explain the issues.  

3.5.1
A letter of objection  has been received from Sabden Parish Council.  A copy of the letter is attached as Appendix 1.  

3.5.2
A letter of objection has been received from Ingham & Yorke, Managing Agents for Mr J E F Aspinall, the Head Lessor of the land which includes the car park.  A copy of this letter, dated 12 July 2006 is attached as Appendix 2.  

3.5.3
 A further letter from Ingham & Yorke is attached as Appendix 3.

3.5.4
Copies of the solicitor’s replies to the above letters are attached as Appendix 4.

4
PROCEDURE FOR MAKING THE ORDER

4.1
Now that the last date for objections has passed, and provided that the Lancashire County Council gives its consent, the Council may proceed to make the order.  The order cannot however come into force until the requirements set out in 4.2 below have been fulfilled.

4.2
The Council must, within 14 days of the making of the order:

· Publish in a local newspaper a notice containing details of the order; and

· Notify any objector of the making of the order and, where the objection has not been acceded to, the notification shall include the reasons for the decision.

5 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1
The cost of making and advertising the order can be met from existing budgets.

6
RISK ASSESSMENT

6.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – There will be an initial capital outlay in respect of the Sabden and Riverside car parks.  A nominal income should be generated from the charges to be applied at Sabden.  Enforcement will be carried out by our existing parking attendants.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – All technical issues can be managed by existing staff.  Issues could rise in respect of the Sabden car park with regard to on-street parking in the area.  Updating the existing order in respect of the charges and so as to reflect the position since the introduction of the Lancashire Order will be beneficial to the Council in terms of its position on possible challenges to enforcement.

· Political – The concerns raised by Sabden Parish Council in respect of the possible increase in rent for which they may become liable should be considered. This should be weighed against the fact that the Parish Council have previously agreed in principle to support the introduction of pay and display at this car park.  The sums incurred by Ribble Valley Borough Council in respect of this car park should also be borne in mind.  

· Reputation – The risks in respect of introducing charging in Sabden were set out in the report to Committee on 2 March 2006.  As was noted then, introducing charging for parking is a sensitive matter, rarely popular in itself, but if the decision is made on a sound basis, properly supported and explained, then not withstanding any misgivings by others, the reputation of the Council should remain intact in the longer term.

7
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

7.1
Receive this report.

7.2
Consider the responses to the consultation process and decide whether or not to proceed with the making of the order.

SOLICITOR

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
Report to Planning and Development Committee 25 May 2006.

2
Correspondence on D Nuttall’s Parking file.

3
Correspondence on Graham Jagger’s Sabden Car Park file.

4
Licence and Underlease relating to land situate and adjoining the Holme Recreation Ground, Sabden (i.e. covering the car park).

For further information please ask for Debbie Nuttall, extension 4403. 
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