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1

PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To present the recommendations of the working group in relation to the allocation
of grants under Individual Sporting Excelience, Individual Arts Excellence and
Recreation/Culture.

1.2 Relevance to the Council Aims / Ambitions

o Principle Aim — To be a well-managed council, providing efficient and
responsive services, based on identified customer needs.

¢ Council Ambitions -- To make people’s lives safer and healthier and, more
specifically, to increase opportunities for people to access cultural activities
and improve outcomes for children and young people.

BACKGROUND

2.1 The Council's Sporting Excellence Grants seek to assist many talented
sportsmen and women in their chosen sport, helping towards the expenses
associated with competition, training and equipment.

2.2  Arts Excellence awards are a new addition, mirroring the support given through
sporting excellence.

2.3 The purpose of Recreation/Culture grants is to provide voluntary organisations
with support for events/projects that enhance recreation and cultural provision.

ISSUES

The number of applications across all three categories was down on last year. This is
owing, in part, to a lack of publicity because of the initial uncertainty on the Council’s
financial position. This is particularly the case for Arts Excellence grant applications. To
help resolve this we have carried out some additional publicity to help generate
applications. This does mean, however, that we are unable to present any
recommendations with this report, so this will be presented at Committee for approval.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Approval of this report may have the following implications:

e Resources — There is a sum of £31,796 available within the Recreation/Culture
Grants fund (2010/11 allocation plus balance carried forward, and £3,280 transferred

to Arts Excellence). There is also an additional £7,000 from a project by Wiswell
Parish Council that will not be going ahead. It is proposed that this should be



rounded down to £37,000 with the remainder being transferred to the Ribble Valley in
Bloom / Christmas Lights Fund (this would mean there would be £2,455 available to
allocate). There is £3,280 available for Sports and Arts excellence grants
respectively.

e Technical, Environmental and Legal - none
e Political - none
e Reputation — the grants programme is well received within the community, and gives
the Council a platform to dernonstrate its support for the voluntary sector and young
people.
5 RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

Notes the contents of the report endorses the recommendations of the working group
outlined in appendices 1 and 2.

A
LA %@
/
JOHN C HEAP
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information please ask for Chris Hughes 01200 414479
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