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1. PURPOSE

1.1
To report on the findings of the Car Park Working Group meeting held on 15th June 2006 to discuss the possibility of assisting Ribblesdale Nursery in their travel to school arrangements.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


Council Ambitions: -

· to help make peoples lives safer and healthier – to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.


Community Objectives: -

· environmental excellence and transport - a coherent approach to transport services, community safety, health and well-being.

Corporate Priorities: -

· maintaining and improving the environmental quality of the Ribble Valley.

Other Considerations: -

· N/A

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
A letter was received from Ribblesdale Nursery in January 2006 with a copy of their Travel Plan.  The Travel Plan mentioned the implementation and development of a ‘Park and Stride Initiative’ which would involve the use of suitable car parking facilities (either Council or privately owned).

2.2
This matter was discussed at a meeting of the Car Park Working Group held on 21st April 2006 and a report was subsequently submitted to Planning & Development Committee held on 25th May 2006.  The decision of that Committee was that further discussions should be held with the Nursery School.

2.3
A special meeting of the Car Park Working Group was convened on 15th June 2006 to which representatives of the Ribblesdale Nursery School were invited.

2.4
At that meeting the following course of action was agreed: -

(i)
Fiona Owen (Ribblesdale Nursery) to advise the parents of the new September intake of the availability of the Council’s long stay car parking permit at an annual cost of £45.

(ii) Ribble Valley Borough Council to request that Lancashire County Council put a hold on the implementation of the proposed traffic regulation order which would prohibit waiting on Queensway pending a full discussion of all the issues affecting parking in the vicinity of the school.

(iii)
the Council to consider the implementation of a short stay tariff for Whalley Road Car Park dependant on the take up of long stay permits as described in (i) above.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
At the Lancashire Local held on 19th July 2006 it was resolved that the prohibition of waiting along Queensway between Whalley Road and Highfield Road be implemented.  An amendment to defer the implementation of prohibition to enable a full discussion of parking issues in the vicinity was defeated.

3.2
The implementation of the parking restriction will exacerbate the already difficult parking situation in the area.

4.
CURRENT SITUATION

4.1
The Chairman of the Car Park Working Group has contacted Ribblesdale Nursery School and discussed the possibility of officer assistance to promote the uptake of Long Stay Permits.  The school thought this would be useful but would prefer it 2 – 3 weeks after the start of the new intake in September when things had settled down.

4.2
The school considered that the outlay of £45 for a permit may be prohibitive for some parents.

4.3
The school is also exploring the possibility of using Sainsbury’s car park.

4.4
The school has produced an information leaflet for parents which promotes their Travel Plan and encourages walking to school wherever possible.  A copy of the leaflet is enclosed as Annex ‘A’.

5.
RISK ASSESSMENT

Resources

· If more Long Stay Car Parking Permits are sold this would result in an increase in income to the Council.  However the implementation of a short stay tariff will incur costs in re-advertising the parking order, re-programming the Pay & Display ticket machine and providing new signage on the tariff board of approximately £1,000.

Technical, Environmental & Legal

· The purchase of an annual Long Stay permit is preferred as it will preclude the need for parents to purchase a ticket on a twice daily basis with the associated risks of leaving the child in the car or taking him/her across the car park to the ticket machine.  It will also speed up the turnover of vehicles on the car park.  Permits could also be used on any Long Stay car park in Ribble Valley.

Political

· There are no known political issues arising from this report.

Reputation

· The Council’s reputation may be damaged if a short stay tariff is introduced and existing permit holders are unable to park due to other users taking up spaces on a special tariff.

6.
RECOMMENDATION

6.1
The preferred option is for parents to purchase an annual Long Stay Permit at a cost of £45.  The permit can be used on any of the Council’s long stay car parks and offers very good value for money at 86p/week.

6.2
Notwithstanding this preferred option the views of Members are also sought on the introduction of a special 10p tariff for up to 20 minutes as discussed at the special meeting of the Car Park Working Group.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers: -

Report to Planning & Development Committee on 25th May 2006.

For further information please contact John Edwards on 01200 414528.
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'alk to School on Wednesday

We have a Walk to School on
Wednesday initiative and would like
to encourage all children, parents and
carers to walk all or at least part of
the way to school every Wednesday.

Reduce Parking on the Roadside

Cars parked on the roadside and illegally
on double yellow lines compromise the
safety of our children and are therefore
unacceptable.

However we do accept that parking is an
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issue.
If Wednesday is not convenient please
try to walk on another day.

u %:E;l Q_» 3; ? %Q&& on \e@m&.mﬂwk& %Q_Sﬂ.

Park and Stride

If a car journey is really necessary

families are encouraged to park a u @?&m de el p ark :&L@ o mmémz&@.
short distance away and walk the

remainder of the journey.
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Sticker charts will monitor the
number of journeys walked to and
from school and will be linked in with
the maths curriculum.

Walking Bus/Car Share

If demand is great enough we would like
to look at implementing a walking
bus/car share scheme.

- ~Clitheroe
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DECISION
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