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1. PURPOSE

1.1
To advise the Committee on the progress of the Residents’ Only Parking Scheme which is being considered for implementation by Lancashire County Council and Lancashire Local.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities.

· Council Ambitions – to help make peoples lives safer and healthier, to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – environmental excellence and transport – a coherent approach to transport services, community safety, health and well-being.

· Corporate Priorities – maintaining and improving the environmental quality of the Ribble Valley.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Early in 2005 an undertaking was given by the Lancashire County Council Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development to investigate the provision of a Residents Parking Scheme to include York Street, Church Brow and Church Street in Clitheroe after lobbying by local residents.

2.2
Although the initial target date set for implementation by the Cabinet Member was September 2005 the scheme was finally advertised for public consultation between the 27th April and the 25th May 2006 following a lengthy period of informal discussions, meetings and correspondence.

2.3
Throughout the process Ribble Valley Borough Council has acted as a facilitator, hosting a public open evening in June 2005 and an informal discussion meeting during the consultation period as well as writing to residents and businesses to give them progress updates.

3
CURRENT SITUATION

3.1
A report was presented by the County Council to the Lancashire Local on the 19th July 2006 which noted the responses received following the period of public consultation and proposed that a further report be presented at the next meeting recommending that approval be given not to pursue the proposal as advertised.

3.2
It was resolved that the responses received during the public consultation together with the views expressed during the public participation period be noted and that a further report on the scheme be presented to the next meeting of the Local (4th October 2006) in order to allow residents and other interested parties to express their views before a decision is taken.

3.3
The Leader of the Council has requested that a letter is to be sent on his behalf to residents and businesses within the scheme area advising them of the current situation.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

Resources

· Parking enforcement is already carried out on the streets proposed in the scheme therefore whether the scheme goes ahead or not would not have any net effect on staff resources.

Technical, Environmental & Legal

· Ribble Valley Borough Council would be involved in the issuing of annual permits for which an administration fee would be charged and would be managed by existing staff.

Political

· Although the scheme is under the control of Lancashire County Council as the Highway Authority there may be some political fallout for Ribble Valley Borough Council from residents by association if the scheme does not proceed.

Conversely there may be some criticism from local businesses if the scheme does proceed.

Reputation

· Comments as under political.

5
RECOMMENDATION


That members note this report for information.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers: -

Lancashire County Council report submitted to Lancashire Local on 19th July 2006 can be viewed on the Lancashire County Council website at: -

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/meetings/displayAgendas.asp?meetid=4703
For further information please contact John Edwards on 01200 414528.
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