	



Minutes of Health & Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 24 March 2011, starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor S Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Head of Finance, Head of Environmental Health Services, Strategic Housing Officer.

757
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor J Waddington.

758
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

759
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

760
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman welcomed Mr Westmoreland to the meeting to speak about the agenda item requesting a repayment loan outside conditions.  Mr Westmoreland gave a brief history to the application along with details relating to his family situation.  The Chairman thanked Mr Westmoreland for attending the meeting.

761
APPROVAL OF SANITARY ACCOMMODATION POLICY FOR SMALL CATERING PREMISES

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve recommended standards for sanitary accommodation for customers using small catering establishments.  The Council has the responsibility in relation to requiring suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation is provided and made available in a range of commercial premises for which the Council is responsible as the Enforcement Authority.  As part of doing this, Environmental Health is required to set sanitary accommodation standards.  In order to be consistent and transparent an amended standard has been produced in consultation with other Local Authorities in Lancashire and was put before Committee for their consideration.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the sanitary accommodation standards as attached to the report for implementation within small catering premises.

762
REDUCTION OF REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT FOR CLITHEROE MARKET CABINS

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the reduction in refundable deposit payable by cabin traders on Clitheroe Market.  He reminded Committee that in March 1995 a refundable deposit equivalent to 10 weeks rent was set which this year had grown and exceeded £400 per cabin.  Recent feedback had indicated that this figure was now becoming prohibitive and discouraging traders interested in moving to Clitheroe Market following internal discussions a cost had been agreed that in the event of a cabin being left and in need of clearance was likely to be incurred.  

It was felt that in future a standard refundable deposit be set at £300 for a single cabin, £500 for a double cabin and £600 for a triple unit.  This level should be sufficient to discourage traders from purely abandoning the market and yet in the event of extreme circumstance provide sufficient funds to clear a cabin for re-let.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the recommendations as set out in the report that the refundable deposit be reduced to £300 for a single cabin, £500 for a double cabin and £600 for a triple unit and that this figure be reconsidered every 3 years.

763
AMENDMENTS TO THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to consider proposed changes to the Affordable Housing Memorandum of Understanding including a broadening of its scope to address wider needs issues.  The Housing Strategy Officer informed Committee that when the policy was agreed in 2009, it had since been used as a material planning consideration in securing affordable units on any site over the specified thresholds.  It was felt that this document might also seek to address the identified housing needs of the elderly, as well as the issue of affordability.  This would be secured through a Section 106 Agreement which would require units to be sold to households with a member over 60 years old with a local connection to the borough.

The proposal was to seek 15% of units on sites over 30 units to be of a type to meet elderly requirements.  The proposed revised document was submitted for Committee’s approval.

Committee discussed the principle of this issue and were generally supportive of it but were unsure as to how this could be enforceable.  They felt there may be some difficulties in making it work but were willing to include it in the document.  It was also felt that looking at other local authorities locally with similar problems to see how they are dealing with them would be advantageous as well as investigating if anyone had tried to do this.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
endorse the broadening of the scope of the policy to encompass housing needs in general and agree that the proposed document be published for 6 weeks consultation and that the response is reported back to this Committee before adoption; and

2.
refer the document to the Planning and Development Committee for comments and views as part of the consultation process and request that the intention to secure elderly provision as part of any development scheme is given consideration when determining planning applications.

764
CHANGES TO THE FUTURE OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND IMPLICATIONS FOR RIBBLE VALLEY

The Chief Executive submitted a report informing Committee of the Government’s radical programme to reform both delivery and funding of social housing.  The Housing Strategy Officer outlined the proposed reforms some of which would require legislation to be changed.

The reforms included a change to lifetime tenancies that are provided by registered providers no longer need to be lifetime but will be able to grant fixed term tenancies with a minimum period of at least 2 years.  Landlords will need to publish their own policy on tenancies in the light of these changes and tenants’ views.  However it was important what happens at the end of a fixed term tenancy and the options available to them.

Other issues included the rules on succession, affordable rents, allocations, mobility, funding of affordable homes programmes and homelessness.  Councils will be able to house homeless people in suitable private rented housing rather than social housing.  At the moment homeless households can effectively insist on being offered social housing.

There were concerns about the affordability of the affordable rent product, particularly for working households.  Also the risk of large numbers of conversions from social rent to affordable rent.  Meetings have already taken place with the Council’s partner associations to look at this issue.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to a housing workshop session being delivered to discuss all aspects of the recent changes and the implications for the current and future tenants in households in housing need in the borough; and

2.
accept the information and note the changes to affordable housing delivery and that these changes will apply when considering new scheme proposals.

765
CARAVAN SITE LICENCE AT LOWER MOSS FARM, LOWER LANE, LONGRIDGE

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to consider an application for a Site Licence for a new site.  The Head of Environmental Health Services informed Committee that planning consent had been granted on this site with no restriction to the length of the season but that the chalets shall be used for the purpose of holiday accommodation only and not as a permanent residence.  The Local Authority has the responsibility for the granting of a Site Licence shall be issued after planning permission has been obtained.

He informed Committee that conditions would be include in the Site Licence which stipulates:

· that the chalets shall only be used for the purpose of holiday accommodation and not as a permanent residence; and

· site owner to maintain a suitable register supporting evidence showing the primary residence of the owner/occupier of the ‘chalet’.

RESOLVED:
That Committee authorise the Council’s Head of Environmental Health Services to grant a Site Licence as outlined.

766
GENERAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

The Chief Executive submitted a report for Committee’s information which included the minutes of the Environment Agency Liaison meeting, a flood protection grant update, an update on Compulsory Purchase Order for land adjacent to Clitheroe Cemetery, information on the transfer of a responsibility for private sewers, a copy of the Environmental Health Newsletter, an update on fluoridation, information from United Utilities regarding the freeze/thaw 2010/11, Slaidburn public water supply and information about ‘What Not to Flush’ media campaign by United Utilities.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

767
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2011/12

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Members of the new schemes which had been approved for inclusion in the Capital Programme for this Committee for the forthcoming financial year 2011/12.

There were two schemes for this Committee totalling £280,000.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

768
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

A report was submitted by Clare Root, the Centre Manager from Carers Link Hyndburn and Ribble Valley for Committee’s information.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

769
HEALTH PROMOTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES

Councillor Bridget Hilton gave Members a verbal update on Clitheroe Hospital, GP Consortia for Clitheroe and Whalley and the Lancashire County Council Health Watch Service.

770
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

771
GRANTS

The Chief Executive submitted details of 5 disabled facilities grants, 1 notification of repayment of a disabled facilities grant back to the Council and 2 home improvement loans which had been approved.

The report also outlined a list of grants approved in the current financial year.

772
REQUEST FOR REPAYMENT LOAN

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to consider a request for a repayment loan to provide disabled adaptations as recommended by an Occupational Therapist.

The adaptation required bathroom adaptations including bathing facilities, changing facilities and hoisting.  However it had come to the Council’s knowledge that a disabled facilities grant had already been completed in Blackburn in relation to the same family and that as such a mandatory disabled facilities grant was not allowed to a second dwelling.

The report outlined details of the situation and options with regard to helping the applicant.

RESOLVED:
That Committee ask the Housing Strategy Officer to speak with the Social Services involved to ascertain the situation and ask the applicant to look at alternate sources of contribution before Committee consider the request again.

773
AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE

The Chief Executive submitted a report for Committee’s information on the affordable housing schemes in progress and proposed in the borough.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.17pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414400).
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