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1    PURPOSE

1.1 To bring to committee’s attention a report delivered by the Centre of Public Scrutiny to the Chairs of Overview and Scrutiny Network on Thursday July 20 2006.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 Committee will be aware of the Crime and Disorder Act Review Report 2006, the Community Call for Action and the proposed white paper from the DCLG.

2.2 This report puts into context the implications for O & S of what is included in these reports or is expected to be included in these reports.

3 CRIME AND DISORDER REVIEW

3.1 There is now a statutory duty for Overview and Scrutiny in this area. While in the past Scrutiny has occasionally looked at the workings of the local Crime and Disorder partnership, the new act will put this into a statutory framework.

3.2 The new statutory framework is expected to be similar to that currently between Scrutiny and Health. 

3.3 It is expected that Scrutiny should receive a half-yearly report from the local crime and disorder partnership.

3.4 The Crime and Disorder Partnership will be duty bound to respond to any comments of the Scrutiny Committee.

4 COMMUNITY CALL FOR ACTION

4.1 Community Call for Action is seen by the Government as a vital part of the Respect Agenda. It will be used to tackle Anti-Social Behaviour. 

4.2 The way it works can be seen in Appendix 1.

4.3 As can be seen from the flow chart, Scrutiny is expected to be a last resort. The phrase “scrutiny plus” implies that (depending on the circumstances) outsiders such as the police or youth workers should be co-opted to participate in the review.

4.4 Again the Crime and Disorder Partnership will be duty bound to respond to any comments of the Scrutiny Committee or explain any decisions not to act.

5 DCLG WHITE PAPER

5.1 The Centre for Public Scrutiny has had discussions with officials from the DCLG about what the forthcoming white paper may hold for Scrutiny committees.

5.2 Both were agreed that the following areas need to be improved 

· The effectiveness of scrutiny in some areas

· Giving Scrutiny more teeth when dealing with other public agencies

· Improving policy development

5.3 Areas that were suggested were in these discussions were:

· Extending the powers of O&S to investigate other public bodies

· Greater support for scrutiny of external bodies The example given was that if a water board was being scrutinised then the water board would fund the investigation

· Requirements of recipients of O & S reports to respond within a set time frame

· Requirement to publicise reports, recommendations and responses

· The power to trigger an inspection if an O & S committee is not satisfied with the response they receive from a council or a public body

· Extend powers of call in to planning and licensing decisions

6 RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Note the contents of the report.

6.2 Be prepared for significant changes to the way scrutiny is carried out, particularly regarding the flexibility of future work plans.

6.3 Committee should keep abreast of the development of the issues in these pieces of legislation.

