	MINUTE NUMBERS 196



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 11 July 2006, starting at 7.00pm


Present:

Councillor P Ainsworth (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services, Legal Services Manager and HR Administration Manager

186

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend John Hartley, opened the meeting with prayers. 

187

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor D Bailey, F E Dyson, J Flitcroft, B Jones and J Rogerson.

188

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Loebell of Clitheroe referred to issues related to dog fouling and chewing gum mess within the Valley.  He asked Councillors to consider possible solutions to deal with these issues. Councillor Thompson, Chairman of Community Committee, thanked Mr Loebell for his observations and confirmed that the issues continued to be discussed regularly by this Council.

189

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 April 2006 and the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 9 May 2006  were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman following a minor correction to Minute 186: - Councillors M E and J S Sutcliffe were both present at the meeting held on 9 May 2006.

190

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Public meeting held on 11 April 2006 were noted.

191

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

192

COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

Consideration was given to the written report of the Monitoring Officer asking Council to consider and approve an updated Constitution of Ribble Valley Borough Council.  The aim of the Constitution is to enable anyone who has dealings with the Council to identify who is responsible for a particular issue and how to make representations.  

RESOLVED:
That following clarification of several points by the Legal Services Manager the updated Constitution as set out in the Appendix to the report be approved.  

193

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader was pleased to welcome Councillor B Collis to the meeting following a period of absence.

The Leader of the Council, Councillor J B Hill, reported on his attendance at the recent Local Government Association’s (LGA) Annual Conference, and particularly on issues related to empowerment of local communities with a move towards devolved power and apparent encouragement from Government for enhanced two tier working arrangements between district and county councils.  The Leader was pleased to report that the Council had started to explore this approach and had already had a positive meeting with the Leader of Lancashire County Council regarding the role of Lancashire Locals and the development of Local Area Agreements.

The Leader also reported that environmental issues had been a key area for discussion at the LGA Conference and, that in line with this “environmental agenda” the Chief Executive had established an officer working group to consider how to increase the Council’s protection of the environment – a simple action which had already been taken to radically reduce the amount of paper being circulated to Members through better use of technology.

The Leader then paid tribute to Peter Robinson, the High Sheriff of Lancashire,   the Chief Executive and officers who had hosted a presentation for friends of the Ribble Valley on the previous evening to promote the Clitheroe Castle Campaign.

The Leader highlighted other areas of Council activity which supported a drive for excellence in service delivery, eg the strategy for extending the three stream waste collection service, improvements to the image and welfare of Clitheroe Market and regular meetings with Chamber of Trade to improve the economic prosperity of the Borough.  He confirmed that the Council also continued to work closely with the Trinity Partnership and Clitheroe, The Future in their efforts to create an Arts and Culture Centre for the Borough.  Work was also ongoing in respect of job evaluation, provision of leisure and recreation services at the Roefield Leisure Complex, new management arrangements at Longridge Sports Centre, concurrent functions and close working relationships with the parishes.  The Council also continued to support its partners, in particular the Local Strategic Partnership and the Lancashire Economic Partnership.

The Leader stressed that the Council always endeavoured to look to improve service and performance and was pleased to report that performance management workshops for officers and members were due to be held the following day and that a meeting had been arranged to review the future administrative and committee structures of the Council.  The Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee was also due to review the Council’s approach to capital and revenue grants funding for public bodies.  

Finally, the Leader looked forward to two high profile events in the Ribble Valley – the annual Cycle Festival and the Royal Lancashire Show.

194

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Deputy Shadow Leader, Councillor G Sowter, asked for an update on discussions regarding the future of Longridge Sports Centre.  The Leader confirmed that the Council was now near to reaching an agreement on matters with the school.  

Secondly, Councillor Sowter asked the Leader to explain why the issue of concurrent functions was now a key priority for the Leader when it had not been so in the past.  The Leader confirmed that the time was now right to consider the issue in detail and also that it had been a feature of discussions which had been raised during his visit to parish councils throughout the Borough.  

Hilda Marle of Longridge Town Council asked a question relating to the budgetary arrangements/responsibilities for the maintenance of children’s play areas in the Longridge area.

The Leader acknowledged that liability for the play areas was an important issue. He also confirmed that the Council shared the Town Council’s concerns that play areas were not left to become derelict.  In respect of Mrs Marle’s request that Longridge Town Council take over the play areas, the Leader advised that, if the Town Council were to make a formal approach to the Council in this respect it would be given serious consideration by the Community Committee.

195

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 20 April 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 23 May 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 25 May 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Personnel Committee – 7 June 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Housing Committee – 8 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Policy and Finance Committee – 13 June 2006

Councillor B Collis raised concerns regarding NNDR in respect of Licensees; the Director of Resources confirmed that the matter would be reviewed again. Councillor C Holtom also requested the Leader to take the matter up with the LGA.


Councillor C Holtom reported on his attendance at the AGM of the North 
West Regional Assembly (NWRA).  He was also pleased to note that 
Councillor Hill had been selected as a member of the European Policy 
Group of the NWRA.  

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Standards Committee – 14 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Parish Council Liaisons Committee – 15 June 2006
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(ix)
Planning and Development Committee – 20 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Licensing Committee – 22 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xi)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 27 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xii)
Accounts and Audit Committee – 28 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xiii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 29 June 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

196
RECOMMENDATION FROM HOUSING BUSINESS PLANNING WORKING GROUP

Members were asked to consider a recommendation from the Housing Business Planning Working Group following a resolution of Policy and Finance on 13 June 2006.  This was proposed by Councillor Ranson and seconded by Councillor Holgate.  The recommendation read as follows:

“That Ribble Valley Borough Council applies to the Department for Communities and Local Government to be accepted on the 2006 Housing Transfer Bidding Round”.  

The recommendation was thoroughly discussed by members and it was then:

RESOLVED:
“That Ribble Valley Borough Council applies to the Department for Communities and Local Government to be accepted on the 2006 Housing Transfer Bidding Round”.  

· Councillor Brian Collis thanked his colleagues for their continuing support and best wishes during his illness.
The meeting closed at 9.24pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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