	MINUTE NUMBERS 213



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 18 July 2006, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Councillor J Holgate

Also in attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Community and Development Manager, Environmental Health Manager and Leisure and Sports Development Manager

197

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Bailey, J Flitcroft, B Jones and C Sterry

198

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Community and Development Manager gave an update on Minute 39 with regards to the Edisford Options Appraisal.

199

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

200

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

201

PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The Leisure and Sports Development Manager submitted a report giving Committee an evaluation of sports participation during 2005/06.  He also advised Members on regional and national agendas which would require the service to review its performance management systems.  He informed Committee that there is a standardised approach to collecting the participation data which attempts to build up an awareness of the participation profile according to activity, gender, disability, age and ethnicity.  He reminded Committee that it was becoming increasingly important to establish a process of ongoing performance assessment which was linked to the strategic direction of the sport and recreation service and that there was a growing agenda which emphasised the need to continually improve in order to satisfy criteria proposed under the comprehensive performance assessment.  One of the performance indicators expected to feature in the 2006 CPA assessments was accessibility to facilities.  He informed Committee that as part of the production of a framework to guide continuous improvement in delivering the sport and recreation service it was proposed that a self assessment process be undertaken this year according to the “Towards an Excellent Service” TAES management framework for sports and recreation.  This framework would serve to evaluate current performance and identify areas of strength and weakness across the service and, more importantly, would be used to direct next year’s service plan.

Questions were asked with regard to financial support from the PCT and also with regard to any statistics from Roefield.  These were not yet available as they had only recently joined the Freedom Card scheme, however they would become available in due course. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
accept the contents of the report;

2.
approve the process for establishing a framework of continuous improvement and the collection of information in line with performance indicators emerging from compulsory performance assessment and local area agreements;  and

3.
approve the proposal to undertake a self evaluation exercise according to the “Towards an Excellent Service” (TAES) management framework.

202

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN WHALLEY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s consideration of a request by Whalley Parish Council to give to them the existing toilets in Whalley and to grant aid the Parish Council towards the provision of toilets for the future.  He reminded Committee of the background to the public toilets in Whalley in that over the years there have been problems with inappropriate behaviour in the men’s toilets which had resulted in them being closed at the request of the police.  This had then led to complaints from members of the public that the toilets were unavailable.  Following various meetings and discussions with Whalley Parish Council a request had been made from the Parish Council that they should provide and maintain a new set of toilets in Whalley as that the Borough Council should grant aid this.  The Director of Community Services expressed some concerns with this suggestion and felt that more details of the proposal were needed before any decision could be made.  He informed Committee that the Parish Council would be meeting later this week and that until then a response to the queries made would not be available.

Councillor Joyce Holgate was given permission to speak on this item and expressed the view that the toilets were situated in the wrong position within the village and that she felt it would be silly to spend money on these and that they should be relocated.  She asked the officers to continue with their meetings with the Parish Council in order to resolve this issue.  

Councillors felt that with regard to the inappropriate behaviour in the men’s toilet that the police could, perhaps, take more positive action so that the toilets could remain open whilst it became their turn within the capital programme for replacement in 2010/11 at which stage they could be relocated to a more appropriate site.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the proposal put forward by Whalley Parish Council and await their response to the queries made;  and

2.
write a letter to the police requesting their assistance with regard to the inappropriate behaviour in the men’s toilets in Whalley.

203

REVIEW OF CHARGING POLICY FOR PEST CONTROL SERVICE

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve changes to the charges for the pest control service.  Since the charging policy was established in March 2004 the service has been aware of a number of anomalies which require consideration to clarify policy and be consistent.  These included proposals that a standard charge should be made in future for:

· the repeat treatment of residential properties where structural works have failed to be undertaken within a reasonable time, ie three months from the completion of the previous treatment;

· for missed appointments who fail to contact the office to cancel an appointment;

· for the treatment of all crawling insects of non public health significance, eg psocids, silver fish, woodlice, carpet beetles etc, however treatment for crawling insects of public health significance and food related beetles/weevils will be undertaken without charge.  

· that a 50% charge be made for the wasp/bee service requests where no treatment is required/made;

· for simplicity, a standard charge made for the treatment of wasps, ants etc be applied with the same 50% concession for residents receiving income support, state pension and registered disabled. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee 


1.
note the report;  and

2.
approve the introduction of additional charges for pest control treatments as set out in the report. 

204
APPLICATION TO ISSUE A CARAVAN SITE LICENCE AT BRIDGE HEY
WOOD CARAVAN PARK, READ

The Director of Community Services submitted a report outlining the application received from the caravan site at Bridge Hey Wood Caravan Park, Read which seeks to regularise the licensing arrangements to ensure that the site is properly licensed.  He informed Committee that the applicant has recently submitted a planning application to extend the season from 31 October to 6 January and that this licence was subject to the outcome of that application.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree in principle to issue a site licence as outlined in the report;  and

2.
subject to the decision of Planning and Development Committee on 20 July, authorise the Council’s Director of Community Services to issue a licence for the extended period from 1 March to 6 January.

205

TENDER FOR BULK WASTE TRANSFER

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee’s approval to accept a tender for the transfer of bulk waste and materials for recycling in connection with the Council’s refuse collection service and waste transfer station operations.  He reminded Committee of the background to this issue and informed them that six companies had been invited to tender based on a service level specification.  These had had a detailed financial and operation evaluation and it was felt that we were now in a position to offer the contract to one of these companies.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the acceptance of the tender submitted by Monks Contractors Limited of Mellor as being the most advantageous to the Council considering both the financial and operational proposals included in their bid.

206

REVENUE MONITORING 2006/07

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information with regard to the position of the first three months of this year’s revenue budget.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

207

REVENUE OUTTURN 2005/06

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the position for the 2005/06 year on the revenue budget.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

208

CAPITAL OUTTURN 2005/06

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the outturn on the capital programme for 2005/06 for this Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

209

CASTLE AND MUSEUM LOTTERY SCHEME

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with the scheme’s developments.  The Community Development Manager gave a further update as to the current situation.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

210

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The general report of the Director of Development Services was submitted for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, the minutes of the Environment Agency/Health Protection Agency Liaison meeting, minutes of the Tarmac Liaison meeting,  the final monitoring data for the air monitoring stations, National Food Safety Week and an update on Clitheroe Market.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

211

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The general report of the Director of Community Services was submitted for Committee’s information.  It included updates on healthy lifestyles, the waste PFI contract and Lancashire Youth Games.

RESOLVED:
That with regard to the waste PFI a letter be written to Lancashire County Council requesting the option of including existing recycling contractors, such as RU Recycling, in the long term arrangements for Lancashire, either as part of, or alongside the PFI Scheme.

212

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

That by nature of the next items of business being exempt information under Category I of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting. 

213

LONGRIDGE DUAL USE ARRANGEMENTS

The Community and Development Manager submitted a report updating Committee with the progress on negotiations with the Dual Use Agreement at Longridge Sports Centre.  He informed Committee that several meetings had now taken place with, not only the head teacher but the County Council representatives and the Dual Use Manager.  He highlighted the principles of the new arrangement that was being considered and reported that there was now a draft agreement in place that still needed some further consideration included and approval by the governing body of the school and the County Council but that was some way towards a new arrangement. 

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the contents of the report and the principles contained in the draft agreement;  

2.
Committee approve the current negotiations in the interests of the Council  and move to the new staffing  and operational structure.  

3.
Committee approve with the relocation of the fitness room to the Longridge Civic Hall;  and

4.
that the continuation of the negotiations on the basis of the information contained in the report be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Member Working Group.  

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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