	MINUTE NUMBERS 270 - 271



Minutes of Policy & Finance Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 1 August 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor C J Holtom (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Community Services, and Director of Development Services.

Also in attendance: Councillors I F Brown, B Jones and A Yearing.

257

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor J S Sutcliffe. 

258

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

259
ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IN PUBLIC PLACES – WILPSHIRE, CLAYTON-LE-DALE, RAMSGREAVE AND SALESBURY

The Policy Development Officer presented his report which sought Committee’s approval to the making of a designation order under Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 in respect of Wilpshire, Clayton-le-Dale, Ramsgreave and Salesbury.

He referred to minute 104 of Committee dated 13 June 2006 where Committee had approved the carrying out of a consultation exercise on the making of such a designation order.  

Following agreement with the police on the boundaries of the area to be covered by the order, a consultation letter had been sent to licensees, the owners or occupiers of any land affected, Parish Councils and ward Councillors.  

The results of the consultation exercise were as follows:

· Wilpshire and Salesbury Parish Councils had no objections.

· Wilpshire Golf Club had no comments to make.

The Policy Development Officer also commented that he had spoken to both Councillors Ainsworth and Hirst who supported the making of the order along the lines indicated in the original report.  The Chairman of Committee, Councillor Holtom, then gave his views on the matter and on balance supported the proposal.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
receive the report; and

2.
approve the making of a designation order under Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 in respect of Wilpshire, Clayton-le-Dale, Ramsgreave and Salesbury parishes on the basis of the map enclosed at Appendix A to the report. 

260

INSURANCE RENEWALS 2006/2007

The Director of Resources referred to minute 105 of Committee dated 13 June 2006 and now reported on the evaluation of the two tenders.  This evaluation revealed certain anomalies and clarification had been sought from both tenderers on certain points in order to be sure that we were able to evaluate on a like for like basis.  As agreed at the last meeting, the decision to accept a tender from one of the two companies was delegated to the Director of Resources in consultation with the Chairman and Shadow Chairman of this Committee.   The decision was taken on 14 June 2006 to appoint Zurich Municipal as the Council's insurer for the next five years with the option to extend for a further two years if the Council so desired.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the decision to appoint Zurich Municipal as the Council's insurers for 2006/2007.

261

REVENUE MONITORING 2006/2007

The Director of Resources informed Committee of the position for the first three months on this year’s revenue budget.  He reported that an overall underspend of £82,000 had been achieved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

262

REVENUE OUTTURN 2005/2006

The Director of Resources informed Committee of the position for the 2005/2006 year on the revenue budget as far as this Committee was concerned.  There was an underspend of £276,000 and a detailed breakdown of the areas of Committee’s underspend was reported to Committee. 

Councillor Ranson asked about the contract for the replacement of the Council's switchboard and the final cost of the equipment from the suppliers.  Officers agreed to bring a report to the next meeting giving the information requested. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

263

OVERALL REVENUE OUTTURN 2005/2006

The Director of Resources informed Committee of the provisional results of the Council's accounts for the year ending 31 March 2006.  

He pointed out that those figures still needed to be treated with caution as the accounts had yet to be audited.  He gave details of the general fund which had made a saving of £250,000 compared with the revised estimate, the housing revenue account which showed a further surplus of £55,100 and the collection fund which had enjoyed an overall surplus of £313,000.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

264

TREASURY MANAGEMENT 2005/2006

The Director of Resources informed Committee of the 2005/2006 treasury management operations.  

He gave details on the base bank interest rates and on the interest received form the short term investment of surplus funds.  Details were also given of the Council's borrowing requirements, investments and prudential indicators. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

265

TREASURY MANAGEMENT MONITORING 2006/2007

The Director of Resources gave Committee a progress report of our treasury management activities for the period 1 April 2006 to 30 June 2006.  

The report gave information on bank interest rates and their effect on the interest payable on the Council's long term loan debt.  Also included within the report were details about borrowing requirements, investments and prudential indicators. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

266
GERSHON REVIEW – BACKWARD LOOKING EFFICIENCY STATEMENT 2005/2006

The Director of Resources reminded Committee of the Gershon Review and its implications for the Council and sought approval to the backward looking part of the annual efficiency statement.  

He reminded Members that the government required local authorities to achieve efficiency gains totalling at least £6.45 billion by 2007/2008.  He also reminded Members that we had to report the gains we had made through an annual efficiency statement.  That statement would include a forward looking part where we outline our expected efficiency gains and the strategy for achieving them.  In addition, there was a backward looking part on the efficiency gains achieved in the previous financial year and this was the subject of this particular report.  He highlighted the amount of efficiency savings required (2.5%) and produced figures which showed that these targets had been met in 2004/2005 and in 2005/2006.  He also gave a projection for savings for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008, again looking at savings of 2.5%.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the backward looking part of the annual efficiency statement.

267

DEBTOR STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS RECOVERY

The Director of Resources reported on the following:

National non-domestic rates (NNDR)

Council Tax

Sundry Debtors

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

268

OMBUDSMAN COMPLAINTS

The Chief Executive informed Committee of the position in relation to complaints received by the Local Government Ombudsman for this authority for the year ended 31 March 2006.  

The Council had had six complaints determined in the period 31 March 2005 to 31 March 2006.  The Ombudsman had stated ‘in no case this year did I find any example of something having gone wrong.  This was something in which the Council could take pride’.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

269

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MEDIA EVALUATION APRIL 2005 TO MARCH 2006

The Chief Executive presented a report which informed Members of the public relations achievements and media coverage in the year April 2005 to March 2006.   in the period April 2005 to March 2006, the Council had distributed 85 press releases that had enjoyed a 100% take-up in the local press and resulted in largely positive or well balanced coverage.  A total of 647 stories covering 49,994 column centimetres were generating with 34 appearing on front pages.  This compared to 564 stories covering 20,913 column centimetres, 28 of them on front pages in 2004/2005.

In addition there were 59 hits on local radio and television compared to 19 last year, including a live link from the Clitheroe Cycling Grandprix to BBC Northwest News in August.  The new East Lancashire Commercial radio station 107 The Bee FM accounted for 30 hits.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee note the achievements made in Council communications from the period April 2005 to March 2006; and

2.
Committee’s comments about stronger links be enforced with the Longridge News and Craven Herald be passed on to the Corporate Communications Officer. 

270

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

271
ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, CLITHEROE – PROPOSED PURCHASE BY TRINITY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

The Chief Executive reported on a request from Trinity Community Partnership for the Council to contribute £150,000 grant aid to help with the purchase of St Mary’s Church Hall, Clitheroe.  The Chief Executive reminded Members of the background behind the proposal for of a community and arts centre for the Ribble Valley.  He also listed a number of conditions which may need to be imposed if grant aid was agreed.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
this Council supports Trinity Community Partnership in the purchase of St Mary’s Centre, Clitheroe; 

2.
therefore, it is recommended that this Committee agree in principle to a loan of £150,000 being offered to Trinity Community Partnership to assist with the purchase of St Mary’s Centre.  

3.
the offer of a loan of £150,000 is to be the subject of prescribed conditions if the purchase offer from Trinity Community Partnership for St Mary’s Centre is successful; and

4.
the prescribed conditions to be reported to the next meeting of this Committee for further consideration.  

The meeting closed at 7.47pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414430).
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