	MINUTE NUMBERS 281 - 283



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 3 August 2006 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

C Warkman (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

F Aherne


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Skoczan


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

A Yearing


Clitheroe

T Ryde



Gisburn

D Hicks


Longridge

F Priest


Longridge

A Mashiter


Read

C Law 



Read

E King



Rimington & Middop

A Howarth


Sabden

D M Midgeley


Waddington

J Robinson


Wilpshire

S Law



Wiswell

In attendance:  Director of Development Services and Policy Development Officer.

Also in attendance: Terry Courtney (Zurich Municipal), Chris Gathercole (ECO Teams) Superintendent Andy Pratt (Lancashire Constabulary)

272

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors M Robinson, JS Sutcliffe and N C Walsh and from the following Parish Representatives:

K Winstanley

-
Bowland Forest Higher Division

M Birch

-
Chatburn

J Cowling

-
Grindleton

A Dales

-
Mellor

Mrs S Sturrock
-
Read

J Lawson

-
Slaidburn

I R Hirst

-
Simonstone

K Jackson

-
Waddington

273

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1.
Minute 131 – Training.


The Parish Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland suggested that this matter be pursued with the Lancashire Training Partnership.  

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer progress the question of Parish Councillor training via the Lancashire Training Partnership as now suggested.
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INSURANCES

The Chairman introduced Terry Courtney from Zurich Municipal Insurance Company who invited Members to raise issues of concern in relation to their insurance cover arrangements.  The following concerns were expressed:-

· why can’t insurance companies allow small parish councils to combine under an ‘umbrella’ policy to reduce their costs;

· why are premiums so high for small parish councils who have no liability for roads, pavements etc;

· can a parish council query the price put on a refurbished village hall for insurance purposes by insurance company surveyors if the price was felt to be unrealistic;

· do insurance companies sometimes pay out as a ‘line of least resistance’ against a claimant;

· why can’t some of the liability be put onto the claimant as in playground and civic hall instances reported.

RESOLVED:
That Terry Courtney take back these areas of concern and respond to the Borough Council on the issues now raised, possibly giving some proposals for further consideration by parish councils.
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ECO TEAMS

The Chairman then introduced Chris Gathercole who spoke to Committee about the issues around global warming and climate change. 

He also referred to the Green Partnership Awards sponsored by the Lancashire County Council and United Utilities.

He then went on to describe the ethos behind Eco Teams which involved a group of four to eight households who met once a month for a period of four months to share ideas and work together to learn simple lifestyle changes to become more environmentally friendly.  Eco Teams were not just talking shops;  they were practical workshops where ideas were translated into action.  The meetings followed a difference topic each month:

· waste and shopping;

· energy and transport;

· water and next steps.

Examples were given of simple ways to reduce the environmental impact of our every day lives.  

Chris commented that one team had recently been set up and a further three teams were planned for the autumn.  If anyone wished to join one of the teams they should contact Chris. 

RESOLVED:
That Chris be thanked for his informative and interesting presentation.
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RACIST INCIDENTS LEAFLET

The Chairman introduced Superintendent Andy Pratt who was the Head of the Lancashire Constabulary Diversity Team based at Police Headquarters, Hutton.  Andy had offered to come to speak to Committee about their concerns expressed previously about one of the police’s racist incidents leaflets.  

Andy explained about the history of the leaflet in question and drew particular attention to the Stephen Lawrence murder and the resultant McPherson enquiry which had produced the definition of a racist crime.  He also pointed out that there were other crimes around other minorities such as gays and lesbians which were listed as ‘Hate crimes’.

He admitted that the wording on the leaflet which had previously been discussed by Committee could be improved and, indeed, had been improved.  That particular leaflet had now been withdrawn and was to be replaced.  He also stated he was keen to involve communities in proof reading and advice for any new literature.  He underlined the need to encourage reporting of incidents against minorities and the need to protect those minorities from harassment, bullying and violence.  He produced some copies of a totally revised leaflet which  was in the process of being distributed across Lancashire.  He commented that old leaflets would be withdrawn once the new leaflet was on the appropriate distribution points.  

The representatives from Longridge Town Council were grateful for the explanations given and welcomed the introduction of the new leaflet.  They also asked that they be included as part of any consultation on future leaflets.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Superintendent Pratt be thanked for his helpful comments on this matter; and 

2.
the police be asked to include Longridge Town Council on future consultation exercises.  
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ATTENDANCE AT PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETINGS BY PARISH REPRESENTATIVES

The Policy Development Officer referred to Minute 135 of Committee dated 15 June 2006 and now reported on the attendance of Parish Representatives at this Committee over the past twelve months.

He reminded Members that four year’s ago this matter had been raised and he had been instructed to prepare a report on attendances in 2001/2002.  Those concerns were again raised at the June meeting of this Committee and the Policy Development Officer had, again, been asked to prepare a note of attendances by Parish Representatives over the period 2005/2006.  Both notes of attendances (2001/02 and 2005/06) were included with the report.  

Members were reminded that all 33 Parish and 2 Town Councils were invited to send representatives to this meeting and in addition there were 50 Parish Council Representatives also invited.  

It was clear that some Parish Councils were regular attenders whilst some attended very rarely and the question before Committee was what action, if any, should be taken.

Members then discussed this matter in some detail and many felt that whilst Committee continued to be well attended, some encouragement should be given to those Parishes who did not regularly attend.  

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer be asked to write to non attending Parish Councils reminding them of the open invitation to attend this Committee and urging them to do so if at all possible.
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LANCASHIRE LOCALS

The Chairman referred to the circulated note of the most recent meeting of Lancashire Locals which had been held in Whalley on 19 July 2006.  He commented that he felt the meetings were proving very worthwhile particularly in progress chasing on highway matters.

Members voiced some concern about the length of time some highways issues were taking to implement.  A concern was also expressed about the need for wider publicity or the work of both Lancashire Locals and the Lancashire County Council in general.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted and these concerns be passed on to the District Partnership Officer.

281

RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

The Director of Development Services  presented his report which aimed to keep the Parish Council Liaison’s Committee aware of the progress being made by the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  He reported that Julie Duerden, the Strategic Partnership Officer had recently been appointed to another post, and would be leaving shortly.  She had coordinated a huge amount of work over the past nine months. Committee’s attention was specifically drawn to the annual open meeting of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership which would be held on 2 October 2006 in the Ribble Valley Council Chamber from 4pm onwards.  He issued an open invitation to anyone who wished to influence the content of the forthcoming Sustainable Community Strategy to come along to that event.  

He further commented that last year had seen major achievements thanks largely to the efforts of the Partnership Officer and the Chairman of the Partnership and the many partners who took an active role within the Strategic Partnership.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
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MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

1.
Local Government Reorganisation – Bolton-by-Bowland Parish Council


The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland Parish Council asked that this item be included on the next Agenda in view of recent press statements made by Blackburn-with Darwen and Hyndburn Borough Council.


Other Members felt that such discussion would be premature and should not take place until the release of the Government’s White Paper on Local Government Reorganisation.  
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DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman informed Committee that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on 28 September 2006 starting at 7.15pm.


The meeting closed at 8.37pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).







H G Douglas


E M H Ranson


C Ross





G H Sowter


D Taylor
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