	MINUTE NUMBERS 291 - 292



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 10 August 2006, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor C Sterry (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Solicitor, Taxi Enforcement Officer.

284

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K M Butler, J Flitcroft and J Holgate.

285

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

286

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

287

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

288

REVIEW OF HACKNEY FARES

Further to the last meeting of the Committee, the Council’s Solicitor reminded Members that a request had been made for a meeting to take place between the Chairman of the Committee and representatives of the Hackney Carriage Drivers/Proprietors.  This meeting had taken place on Thursday, 13 July 2006 and had been well attended.  At the meeting the Hackney Carriage Drivers/Proprietors had asked the Council to review and increase the hackney fares.

One of the main changes that they wished to see was that the point in time which the extra charges came into effect should be brought forward from 12 midnight to 10pm.  The Committee considered this in great detail but decided not to approve it.  They did, however, agree to an increase in the taxi fare level and, in particular, they decided that for hiring between 12 midnight and 6am the extra charge should be 50% of the fare.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee approve the amended hackney carriage fares as set out below:

Journeys between 6am and 12 midnight

· For a journey up to 1 mile – £3.

· For a journey exceeding 1 mile – for the first mile £3, plus for each one fifth of a mile or part thereof – 35p.

· Waiting time for each period of 1 minute or uncompleted part thereof – 35p.

For hiring between 12 midnight and 6am
· For a journey of up to 1 mile – £4.50.

· For a journey exceeding 1 mile – for the first mile £4.50, plus for each one fifth of a mile or part thereof – 53p.

· Waiting time for each period of 1 minute or uncompleted part thereof – 53p.

Hiring begun between 12 midnight on Christmas Eve until 6am on the 27 December and 12 midnight on New Year’s Eve until 6am on the 2 January

· For a journey of up to 1 mile – £6.00.

· For a journey exceeding 1 mile – for the first mile £6, plus for each one fifth of a mile or part thereof – 70p.

· Waiting time for each period of 1 minute or uncompleted part thereof – 70p.

Fouling of a vehicle – £25.00.

2.
That the Legal Services Manager be authorised to arrange for the fares to be advertised as required by the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and in the event of no objections being received the new table of fares to come into operation on the date of expiration of the period specified in the notice.

289

PENALTY POINTS SCHEME

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report requesting Committee to consider the introduction of a scheme to record infringements by drivers, operators and vehicle proprietors.  At the meeting held with the hackney carriage drivers on the 13 July discussions had taken place and there was general support for a penalty points scheme which would give an even-handed and transparent mechanism to record and take account of the cumulative effect of minor infringements.  A suggested scheme was submitted to the Committee.  The types of infringements covered in the scheme included all aspects of taxi licensing with the points relating to each infringement reflecting the seriousness of the infringement.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Legal Services Manager be noted and the “Penalty Points Scheme” set out in the report be adopted by this Committee and to avoid confusion with points on the driving licence it be called the “Taxi Infringement Points System” (“TIP’s”) rather than “Penalty Points Scheme”. 

290

KNOWLEDGE TEST

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Members that when issuing a licence to a driver, the Council must consider whether in its view the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a driver’s licence.  The purpose of the report was to consider whether the current arrangement, namely the use of the Knowledge Test, should be modified and, in particular, to resolve the issue of requests made by various groups at various times for exemption from the Test.  The Council’s Solicitor informed the Members that when the Council introduced the Knowledge Test, it was a requirement that before the grant of a licence, the Test had to be passed.  Over time various applications had been made and exemptions granted from the Knowledge Test.  Examples of these were as follows:

Drivers of vehicles used only to collect under school contracts.

Drivers used for airport transport only.

Drivers of vehicles carrying out executive type work.

Drivers of vehicles with satellite navigation systems.

A disproportionate number of people were claiming entitlement to exemption and it had been decided to modify the procedure so that all drivers had to take the Knowledge Test but only hackney drivers would have to pass the test before they obtained a licence.  Private hire drivers were issued with a six months’ temporary badge and during that period they could make four attempts to pass the Knowledge Test.  Most hackney drivers began by operating as private hire drivers and then obtained a hackney driver’s licence once they had passed the Knowledge Test.  A copy of the guidance issued to drivers in relation to the knowledge test was attached for Committee’s information.

Another issue which had been raised in relation to the test was whether or not there should be a third location for the test based around Whalley.  The Legal Services Manager felt, however, that it would not be likely that any driver would be able to confine their business entirely to Whalley and it was therefore felt that the option of either Clitheroe or Longridge was a reasonable arrangement.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Legal Services Manager be noted and that the existing arrangement in relation to the use of the Knowledge Test mainly that it should be taken by all drivers irrespective of the type of work they carried out be confirmed;

2.
Committee confirm that the test must be passed before the applicant can be issued with a hackney carriage driver’s licence;

3.
Committee confirm that the Council continue to offer four attempts within the first six months, based on the issue of a temporary badge, in relation to private hire drivers;

4.
Committee confirm that the current arrangements in relation to the use of Clitheroe and Longridge as the basis of the test continue; and

5.
the Legal Services Manager be requested to check the accuracy of the guidance notes which are issued to drivers before they take the test.

291

LICENSING ENFORCEMENT POLICY

The Director of Development Services submitted a report requesting Committee to consider and approve the draft Ribble Valley Borough Council Licensing Enforcement Policy to apply to the regulation of licensed premises and taxi/private hire vehicles.  The Council’s Solicitor reminded Members that at the last meeting a draft Licensing Enforcement Policy had been presented and discussed; a number of issues were identified which required consideration and the document had now been re-drafted for presentation to the Committee for final approval.

The Committee made the observation that the amendments that they had suggested should have been highlighted in the draft policy so that their inclusion could be easily confirmed by the Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the Licensing Enforcement Policy be approved in principle and used as a working copy but final approval be deferred until the next meeting when a copy highlighting the amendments previously recommended by the Committee is presented.

292

PROGRESS REPORT

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report setting out an update on the progress of licensing applications made under the Licensing Act 2003.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.36pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Debbie Nuttall (414403).
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