	MINUTE NUMBERS 317 



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 16 August 2006, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor A Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Development Services and Director of Community Services.

310

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K Butler, J Flitcroft, C Holtom and E M H Ranson.

311

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

312

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

313

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

314

AUDIT COMMISSION FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 


Environmental  SERVICES   –   INTERIM  REPORT  OF  THE  WORKING 


GROUP

The Committee received an interim report from the Working Group which had been formed to consider the Audit Commission’s final report and recommendations for the environmental services.  A copy of the report is attached as Appendix A to these minutes.  

RESOLVED:
That the report from the Working Group be accepted.

315
THREE STREAM REFUSE COLLECTION – INTERIM REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Committee received an interim report from the Working Group which had been set up to review the three stream waste collection service which had begun as a pilot scheme in spring 2006.  A copy of the report is attached as Appendix B to these minutes.  It was noted that before preparation of this report the Working Group had interviewed the Director of Community Services to get an overall picture of both the waste collection service in general and the issues which had arisen when introducing the three stream collection service pilot.  One of the main areas of concern was the increase in the green waste which had risen far in excess of the original estimate.  

It was noted that the Working Group had recommended that a survey should be carried out in the areas already affected by the three stream collection service and that following the results of this survey, a further meeting of the group would be held to draw conclusions and prepare the final report.

RESOLVED:
That the interim report of the Working Group be accepted.

316

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY – CAPACITY BUILDING

The Chairman submitted a report relating to a presentation he had attended at Manchester.  The presentation had been delivered by the South East Employers Organisation who had put together a “capacity building” programme for 30 local authorities in the Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Thames Valley areas.  The purpose of the project was to ‘improve and develop the scrutiny role and the capacity to improve from within’.  

The Chairman informed the Committee that the modules that made up the “capacity building” project were now free for all local authorities to use and he recommended that they should be made accessible for all Members who wished to become involved.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of Chairman be noted and any Member who wished to become involved with the capacity building programme should contact the Chairman for further details.

317

MAJOR CHANGES FACING OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

The Chairman submitted a report to bring to Committee’s attention a report which had been delivered by the Centre of Public Scrutiny to Chairs of Overview and Scrutiny on Thursday, 20 July 2006.   

He informed Members that there was now a statutory duty for Overview and Scrutiny to be involved with the authority’s crime and disorder review and it was anticipated that a half yearly report would be received from the local Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership.

The Chairman also referred to the Government’s ‘community call for action’ proposals which was seen by the Government as a vital part of their ‘respect agenda’.  This would also be used to tackle anti-social behaviour and again the Overview and Scrutiny Committee could become involved if the problems concerned were not resolved. 

The Chairman also informed the Committee that the Centre for Public Scrutiny had had discussions with officials from the Department of Community and Local Government about the forthcoming Government White Paper and what changes that might hold for Scrutiny Committees.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Chairman be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.03pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Baldwin, ext 4408.
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