	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee
Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 17 February 2004

Present:


Councillor A M Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Finance, Chief Planning Officer, Forward Planning Manager, Surveying Manager

Also in attendance:  Councillors R E Sherras and G Sowter.

742
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors Flitcroft, Holtom, Reese and Sterry.

743
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 December 2003 were approved as a correct record subject to the first four lines of minute 588 being deleted and replaced by the following:

 “The Chairman introduced the subject of the Arts Centre and said that the format of the evening would be a maximum ten minutes presentation followed by questions from Councillors.  After that there would be time for any comments by other people present.

These minutes are a composite summary of the presentation and questions and answers”.

744
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

745
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

746
RIBBLE VALLEY ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

The Chairman reported his attendance at a meeting earlier in the afternoon of the St Mary’s Development Group and recommended that this item should be discussed in private later in the meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the recommendation of the Chairman be approved.

747
LOCAL PLAN REVIEW

The Chief Planning Officer submitted a report which outlined proposed alterations to the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan, explaining why the Council were proposing to change the plan, what the proposed changes were and the public participation procedures which would be undertaken.

His report contained details of the need for the changes and informed members that it was clear that the Council must introduce a means of ensuring that the supply of housing land being brought forward was controlled.  This had been recognised by the Planning and Development Committee in June 2003 when they had authorised this alterations review of the Districtwide Local Plan.  

The consultation procedures which would need to be carried out before any policy changes were made were reported to Committee. The Forward Planning Manager answered questions regarding the planning policies which would be subject to changes which were set out in Appendix 1 to his report, and the proposed new policies which were included as Appendix 2.

Members questioned whether the new policies would enable the Council to provide housing in areas of local need and also affordable properties.  The Forward Planning Manager informed them that the Development Department was improving methods of obtaining information regarding the need for housing and working to keep all records up to date.  Village surveys would be undertaken and housing provision tailored to the results of those surveys.  

The Planning Committee were already acting along the lines of the proposed new policies and some success was being achieved regarding the provision of affordable houses.  The refusal of speculative development in order to manage supply had also been supported in a recent appeal decision.

The Chairman thanked Mike Kirby, the Forward Planning Manager, for his report.

748
DELEGATION OF PLANNING AND COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS

The Chief Planning Officer submitted a report requesting Committee to consider the present delegation system for planning and countryside matters.  The report considered the changes made in March 2003 and invited Committee to consider and discuss further amendments to the system. 

Details of the current delegation system was submitted to Committee.

The Chief Planning Officer advised Members that the key issues in relation to the delegation of planning matters, especially the delegation of planning applications were:

· the transparency of the system toward Councillors, applicants and members of the public;

· ability to meet Government BVPI targets that could be used as determinants of income to the Council;

· accountability of the Council and its officers to stakeholders;

· ability of Planning and Development Committee to devote appropriate time to major items;

· overall efficiency of the system.

He suggested that the system was now working reasonably well and that speed targets were being met.  He also suggested that, from an overall Council point of view, the opportunity to extend delegation should always be considered very seriously, especially if to not delegate would hamper performance targets.

Members questioned how the scheme of delegation operated in the Planning Department and asked the Chief Planning Officer whether he considered enough internal checks were made to ensure that correct decisions were being issued.  The system of neighbour consultations was also discussed, as was whether or not the Planning Department informed objectors of decisions which had been made.  The Chief Planning Officer informed members that his officers could and would extend the consultations if they arrived on site and discovered that some affected properties had not been contacted.  His Department was also, at the present time, considering the introduction of a system which would allow objectors to be informed of decisions that had been made.

RESOLVED:
That Planning and Development Committee be informed that this Committee are of the opinion that the present delegation scheme is working satisfactorily.

749
PLANNING APPEAL PROCEDURES

Councillor Ranson referred to a recent meeting of the Planning and Development Committee where a decision relating to a Planning Appeal had been acted on immediately after the Committee meeting and therefore it had been not possible to operate the “call in” procedure on this decision.

The Chief Planning Officer informed Members that he was aware of the decision and that the Chief Executive and the Director of Legal Services had considered the problems which had arisen.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive and Director of Legal Services be requested to submit a report to this Committee regarding what can and cannot be “called in” in relation to planning matters.

750
PROPERTY SERVICES SERVICE PLAN

The Director of Commercial Services submitted a report requesting Committee to approve the Service Plan in relation to property services.  The report also included a progress report of the work the section was undertaking during the financial year 2003/04.  

Some concern was expressed regarding the weaknesses shown in the SWOT analysis set out in the report and the Surveying Manager informed Members that the Council’s Management Team would be discussing this matter.

RESOLVED:
That the Property Services Service Plan be approved.

751
BUILDING CONTROL SERVICE PLAN

The Director of Commercial Services submitted a report requesting Committee to approve the Service Plan in relation to Building Control.  The Plan reviews past performance and included an improvement plan for the building control function.

RESOLVED:
That the Building Control Service Plan be approved.

752
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY IN FOCUS – CONFERENCE


Councillor David Smith reported on a Conference relating to Overview and Scrutiny which he had attended at Lancaster University on 21 November 2003.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

753
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the next item of business being exempt information under Categories 7 and 9 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

754
RIBBLE VALLEY ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

Committee considered a report on the proceedings of the Ribble Valley Arts Centre Working Group which had been held on Thursday, 29 January 2004.  The Chairman informed Members that since the Working Group had met he and the Vice Chairman had attended a meeting of the St Mary’s Development Group to discuss progress with the consultancy study in respect of the Clitheroe Parish Church Hall.  Details of the proceedings of that group were reported to Committee.

The Chairman informed Members that the Development Group intended to hold further meetings in the near future to finalise their proposals and he recommended that this Committee should take no further action on this item until the results of those meetings were known.  It was also reported that a high level meeting between a Corporate Management Team member, the St Mary’s Development Group and others involved in the Ribble Valley Arts Centre concept was currently being arranged.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Chairman be noted and his recommendations be approved.


The meeting closed at 9.27pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Baldwin extension 4408.
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