

RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
                                                                                                                                                                           Agenda Item No.   

meeting date:
12 SEPTEMBER 2006






title:
GENERAL REPORT


submitted by:
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES



principal author:
PETER McGEORGE, CHRIS HUGHES, REBECCA KAY

1
PURPOSE
1.1
To inform Committee of progress on various aspects of arts and sports development provision

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – this report details initiatives which are intended to make services more accessible to some target, and hard-to-reach groups.

· Community Objectives – the initiatives described contribute to community cohesion and cultural opportunities and promote the development of sustainable tourism

· Corporate Priorities - this report describes a number of partnership projects to promote the well-being of people in Ribble Valley

· Other Considerations – none identified

2
ISSUES

2.1
Street Cleansing

Ribble Valley Borough Council has been allocated £7000 through the Lancashire Local Area Agreement to improve its street cleansing performance.

As one of the six worst performing authorities in Lancashire pump priming funding has been allocated to achieve challenging stretch targets to reduce BVPI 199 performance on the proportion of land and highways that is assessed as having combined deposits of litter and detritus that fall below an acceptable level.

The funding is a one-off payment covering financial years 2006/07 and 2007/08, with the principle being that the local authority sustains this level of extra funding thereafter.  The amount of funding allocated is nowhere near sufficient to meet the stretch targets and, accordingly, will only have a small impact on the BVPI 199 performance values for the year in which it will be spent.

2.2
Clitheroe Castle Scheme
Since the presentation to the business sector in July, there has been significant interest in sponsoring specific aspects of the scheme.  These relate to key themes within the new museum exhibition, along with education/literacy learning opportunities.  Such commitments now amount to around £100,000.  The total amount raised, including the SITA grant, is now £230,000.  Further applications are in the pipeline, and there are more leads to be followed up with the business community.

2.3
Edisford Options Appraisal

An initial presentation of the initial findings has taken place and will now be developed into a firm proposal for the future operation of the site.  Further consultation will take place, and it is hoped that final proposals will be brought to Committee in November.

2.4
Longridge Dual Use Agreement

The proposed agreement discussed at the last meeting of Community Committee has been submitted to the school to be debated at the next Governors’ meeting.

Planning submission has been submitted to re-locate the fitness room to the Civic Hall, with a view, subject to approval, to re-locate in October/November.  We are still waiting for comments from Lancashire County Council re the proposed fees and charges rates we submitted prior to the summer holidays.

2.5
Ribble Valley Visitor Guide – 2006
Almost all of the 25,000 copies of the visitor guide have been successfully distributed to Tourist Information Centres throughout the UK, through requests at the Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre, at exhibitions, such as Royal Lancashire Show, Ordnance Survey Outdoors Show at the NEC and Great Days Out Fair at Reebok Stadium. Further guides have been distributed through responses from advertising and email requests.

The 36 page brochure continues to be our most successful marketing tool and now embraces a modern and stylish design incorporating the themed approach ‘Countryside Escapes’ as adopted by the Lancashire & Blackpool Tourist Board. 

Work has now begun on producing the 2007 visitor guide and letters have recently been sent out offering tourism related businesses the opportunity to advertise. 

2.6
Ribble Valley Tourism Association

The association continues to meet on a monthly basis however they have seen some changes in the last 6 months. The Lancashire & Blackpool Tourist Board is keen to work closely with the private sector and in particular, organisations such as the RVTA that in themselves represent a large cross section of operators. Therefore, the RVTA were chosen by the Tourist Board as one of six associations to receive development support and match funding for any completed actions in their new strategy over the next 12 months.  

The association is keen to attract new membership and improve communications with current members. They have recently undergone a re-branding exercise starting with their new logo. 

The association will continue to work with the council on a tourism initiative in accordance with agreed actions in the Community Strategy.

2.7
Lancashire & Blackpool Tourism Awards
This year’s awards supported by the NWDA were held at Barton Grange Hotel near Preston. They are to award the successes of the Tourism industry in the region and commend the work and commitment of professionals in the industry. 

Ribble Valley had several nominations in the various catagories and the following were establishments that were successful:

Winner of Self Catering Holiday of the Year – Wolfen Mill Country Retreats, Chipping

Highly Commended for Bed & Breakfast/Guest Accommodation of the Year (Award sponsored by Lancashire County Developments Ltd) – Pepper Hill Bed & Breakfast, Wiswell.

Winner of Taste of Lancashire & Blackpool Award (Sponsored by Made in Lancashire) – The Three Fishes, Mitton.

2.8
Royal Lancashire Show
This year show organisers moved the show to span over the weekend in the hope to attract further crowds. As last year, Ribble Valley hosted another colourful and informative marquee to showcase the council’s activities. 

The marquee featured stands on tourism, sport, health & fitness and recycling, and there were also free art workshops with a recycling theme and sports activities on offer to children. The Platform Gallery and Clitheroe Castle Heritage Scheme were showcased whilst two local artists in connection with the Lancashire Woodlands were invited to exhibit their wares. The marquee also promoted cycling initiatives in Lancashire in partnership with Pennine Events and local events such as the Waddington Scarecrow Festival.

The marquee won first prize for stands over 150sq feet.

2.9
PR Activity

ITV are now showing the latest series of the popular ‘Go North West’ – Granada TV Series.  An episode broadcast in August featured the now famous ‘Tolkien Trail’ and later on in the series the Forest of Bowland will be featured.

The North West Development Agency has commissioned a further series.  The Tourism Officer has nominated further ideas for the new series in which Ribble Valley can be promoted. 

2.10
Lancashire Rural Tourism Initiative (LRTi)
The Tourism Officer has joined the grant panel for this scheme, a 3-year coordinated funding programme designed to renew and strengthen the recreation and tourism offer across the region, spearheaded by LBTB. 

The initiative aims to create working partnerships between tourism operators and establish groups of businesses that can work together to:

Increase consumer awareness of Lancashire’s rural tourist attractions.

Secure increased visitor numbers to the rural tourist network

Encourage higher spend per visitor

Identify new/niche products and packages

Develop themed packages e.g. walking breaks to promote short breaks and longer stays.

The tourism officer hopes to help identify projects in Ribble Valley that could benefit from this funding.

3
CONCLUSION
This report is intended to offer a snapshot of ways in which we are seeking to improve quality of service or efficiency (or both) across a wide range of services.

For further information please ask for Chris Hughes extension 4479 
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