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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To consider a request from Simonstone Parish Council to increase the number of parish councillors from seven to eight.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – None directly.

· Community Objectives - None directly.

· Corporate Priorities -  None directly.

· Other Considerations – The Borough Council has the discretionary power to review the electoral arrangements (including the number of councillors) for any Parish Council in its area.  

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
A request has been received from Simonstone Parish Council that the number of councillors on the Parish Council be increased from seven to eight.  A copy of the letter of request is attached at Appendix A.

2.2
Section 17 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 provides that a Borough Council may conduct a review of the electoral arrangements for the Council of a Parish in its area for the purpose of considering whether or not to make any changes to the arrangements and, if so, what changes.  If, following a review, the Council decides that changes should be made to the electoral arrangements, they may make an Order giving effect to the changes.  Electoral arrangements include the number of councillors on the Parish Council.  A draft order is attached at Appendix B.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Appendix C shows the number of councillors and the electorates for all the Parish Councils in the Ribble Valley as at 1 December 2005 based on the information I had available.  There is no “rule of thumb” for how many Parish Councillors an area should elect.



  There are parishes with both smaller and larger populations than Simonstone, which currently elect eight councillors.

3.2
The existing government guidance on Parish Reviews (DETR Circular 11/97) is now out of date.  It is due to be replaced by new guidance (issued jointly by the Department for Communities and Local Government (“the DCLG”) and the Electoral Commission) in the near future.   

3.3
In relation to the size of Parish Councils, I understand that the new guidance is likely to say that:

· There is a wide variation of council size between parish Councils which appears to be influenced by population.  Research has found that the typical parish council representing between 501 and 2,500 has 6 to 12 councillors.

· This broadly reflects the council size range set out in the National Association of Local Council Circular 1126 which suggested that the minimum number of councillors for any parish should be 7 and the maximum 25. 

· In considering the issue of council size, each area should be considered on its own merits.  Accordingly, it would be inappropriate to aim for equality of council size between parish councils of similar sized electorates.  Nevertheless, regard should be had to the broad pattern of existing council sizes. This pattern appears to have stood the test of time and, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, to have provided for effective and convenient local government.

· The conduct of parish council business does not usually require a large body of councillors.  In addition, historically many parish councils, particularly smaller ones, have found difficulty in attracting sufficient candidates to stand for election.  This has led to uncontested elections and/or a need to co-opt members in order to fill vacancies.  However, a parish council’s budget and planned or actual level of service provision may also be important factors in reaching conclusions on council size.

3.4
It is not considered that an increase of one councillor on Simonstone Parish Council would have any adverse effects on the workings of the Council or its ability to represent the inhabitants of Simonstone.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – None arising.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - None arising.

· Political - None arising.

· Reputation - None arising.
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Receive this report.

5.2
Agree to the number of Councillors in Simonstone Parish Council being increased from seven to eight and to an Order being made to achieve this purpose.

SOLICITOR

For further information please ask for Debbie Nuttall

, extension 4403.
DECISION
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