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1 PURPOSE  
 
1.1 To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting. 
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities: 
 

• Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s 
ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer. 

 
2 FLOOD PROTECTION GRANT UPDATE - RIBCHESTER 
 
2.1 Further to my report to the last meeting of Committee, I am disappointed to report 

that the Ribchester Property Flood Protection scheme still has not signed off as 
complete. A intended completion inspection was undertaken on 19 July which 
identified a significant list of items requiring attention by one of the contractors. 

 
3         CLITHEROE MARKET - UPDATE 
 
3.1       Further to my report to the previous meeting of Committee, I am pleased to report that 

recent feedback from the market is more favourable with improving customer footfall 
and numbers of traders in response to the ongoing efforts of the part time Market 
Officer to attract new traders and raise the market profile. 

 
4 ENVIRONMENT AGENCY LIAISON MEETING 
 
4.1 A liaison meeting was held on 13 June 2012. A copy of the minutes are attached as 

Appendix A to this report. 
 
5           DRINKING WATER 2011 – NORTHERN REGION REPORT 
 
5.1  The above report is available for Members upon request. The report is now published 

in 2 parts the first relating to region public water supplies and the second relating to 
Private supplies. The public water supply describes the key facts about the quality of 
drinking water in the Northern region, which is served by six water companies 
including United Utilities delivering public water supplies to over 14 million 
consumers. 

 
5.2 The results of testing in 2011 demonstrated that the overall quality of drinking water 

in the Northern region was satisfactory. The figure for compliance with drinking water 
standards at consumer’s taps was 99.95% and below the industry average. However, 
the results of private water supplies in England are of concern with 7.2% of tests 
failing to meet the standards of 2011. An extract of the Private Water Supplies Report 
is attached as Appendix B to this report. 
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5.3 This is the third year where reporting on ‘public’ water supply events uses the 
Inspectorates new risk-based approach to classification and assessment. Events 
being classified into five categories: Not significant, Minor, Significant, Serious and 
Major. Across the region, in 2011, there were fewer events affecting water quality 
overall (70 compared to 92 in 2010). More than half of these events were of a type 
that necessitated a detailed investigation by an inspector. However, there were no 
major or serious events. 

 
5.4 In 2011, it was necessary for the Inspectorate to take enforcement action in relation 

to 4 events.  
 
 
 
 
 
JAMES RUSSELL MARSHAL SCOTT 
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
For further information please ask for  James  Russell on 01200  414466. 
 
 
JAR/HEALTH & HOUSING/020812 
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APPENDIX A 

 
LIAISON MEETING BETWEEN RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL,  

THE HEALTH PROTECTION AGENCY AND THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 JUNE  2012  
AT RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICES, CLITHEROE 

 
PRESENT: 
 
Phil Goodwin – PIR Environment Agency  
Councillor Richard Sherras – RVBC 
James Russell – RVBC 
Neil Martin - RVBC 
Dr Sohail Ashraf - HPA 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies received from Councillor Richard Newmark, RVBC. 
 
2. MINUTES & NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS –  10 January 2011 
 
• The minutes for January 2011 were accepted as an accurate record. 
 
3.  MATTERS ARISING – 
 
• Paper Pulp - Stoneygate Lane, Ribchester – No more information, believed resolved. 
 
• Cement Sector Update: PG explained that Env Agency undergoing considerable 

reorganisation and implementing new structure to regulate particular sector processes. 
Cement Sector Regulation being used as model for other sectors. Resulted in 
considerable change to officer group membership. Cement Sector group now consists of 
approx half new officers. Group now preparing 5 year Sector Strategy to; 

 
o Minimise use of virgin materials – constituent materials and fuel 
o Reduce green house gas emission 
o Ensure good community engagement –Padeswood probably has highest profile 

at present time 
 
4. HANSON CEMENT UPDATE 
 
• Lanehead Quarry: As reported to last meeting, Tarmac ceased quarrying in Bankfield, 

dewatering plant removed and very much reduced operation. Only process currently is 
coating on Barber Green plant. Hanson continuing to dewater in default so can extract 
stone owed by Tarmac. Possible that Tarmac Clitheroe may be eventually sold to 
LaFarge as part of Monopolies Commission requirement.  

 
• Review of Permit: Permits for all cement processes been reviewed in past 2 years. New 

permit issued for Ribblesdale in July 2011 by centralised permitting unit. New permits set 
continuing improvement conditions. However, matter complicated by new EU Emissions 
Directive applicable from January 2013, which sets revised standards some of which are 
not as stringent. Env. Agency considering implications of new standards and expected to 
be determined nationally by end of year. 
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• Kiln Operation: Continues to be intermittent with production shared with Padeswood in 
order to meet requirements of European Trading Scheme. Kiln shut at Xmas, then again 
March – Mid Apr ( 6 weeks), May – 3rd June ( 5 weeks), expect to resume operation 
again beginning of July. 

 
• Complaints: Continue to remain low. Averaging less than 1 per month generally odour 

and dust related. Recent at Brungerley Bridge unsubstantiated. 
 
5. SUBSTITUTE FUELS 
 
• James reported details from recent Hanson Cement Liaison meeting. Substitute fuel 

usage down to 56.3% compared to previous 70%. This directly linked to intermittent 
operation. Application made in respect of Solid Recovered Fuel ( SRF) and 
Waste/Recovered Fuel Oil. Trials commenced on main burner. Capital bid being made to 
extend SRF/WO to burn on Calciner. Company looking to ensure long term contract with 
companies regarding provision following issues with MBM.. 

 
6.   PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT WALES  

• No additional information or feedback on this report. Conclusion that ‘No convincing 
evidence that Hanson Cement was harmful to health’. Report available as public 
document as of April 2012. Phil to obtain full copy and forward to Dr Ashraf. Executive 
summary to other meeting members. 

 
7.  UPDATE ON OTHER PPC SITES 

• No additional information. Phil to provide summary to next meeting. If issues then invite 
PPC Inspector concerned. 

 
 
8. FLOOD PROTECTION GRANTS 

• Second scheme being undertaken with help of Env Agency funding. Almost complete. 27 
properties on Stoneygate Lane, Ribchester being assisted with property flood protection 
measures. 

 
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
• RVBC Planning Core Strategy nearing completion and end of public consultation 

process. Env Agency will have had officers look at content and make comment. Would 
only be interested in small areas eg flooding aspect. 

 
• Dr Ashraf reported that HPA being abolished in April 2013 and their responsibilities & 

staff to be transferred to Public Health England. Office location as yet unknown. On call 
arrangements to be reduced officers on call 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday, 10 December 2012 at 2.15pm at Ribble Valley BC Council Offices, Clitheroe 
   
NONMIN/013062012 
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