	MINUTE NUMBERS 336



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 29 August 2006 starting at 7pm


Present:

Councillor P Ainsworth (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services, Legal Services Manager and HR Manager.

329

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend John Hartley, opened the meeting with prayers.

330

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K Butler, B Collis, R Croasdale, G Pye and M Robinson.

331

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items for public participation.

332

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11 July 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

333

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

334

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council, Councillor J B Hill, was pleased to report on the official opening of the new waste management facility at Salthill on 4 August last.  He praised officers of both the Borough and County Councils on the design, planning and building of the facility, and the Council staff who had continued to provide an excellent service despite significant disruption during the building phase.  He confirmed that the Council was currently considering where and how to extend the three stream collection service across the borough following the successful pilot scheme.  The pilot scheme was currently being evaluated by the Council's Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee and its findings would be incorporated into the further ‘roll-out’ of the scheme.  The Leader also drew attention to a waste conference to be held at Ewood Park, Blackburn on 9 November, to be chaired by Councillor G Sowter at which contractual arrangements for the management of Lancashire Municipal Waste would be discussed.  The Leader went on to report on a groundbreaking PFI investment programme to be undertaken by Lancashire County Council and Blackpool Unitary Authority, which would greatly assist waste performance across Lancashire in accordance with the Landfill Directive.  He was however, mindful of the potential cost brought about by this initiative and confirmed that it would be given careful consideration by the Budget Working Group.  

The Leader reminded Members of measures which had been taken to reduce paper usage in support of the Committee system and greater use of electronic means of communication.  

The Leader noted local activity in respect of closer/shared working relationships/alliances between authorities but was mindful of the value of forming such alliances in advance of the Government’s proposed White Paper on local government reorganisation, which was due to be released in the autumn.  However, he confirmed that the Council continued to work very closely with Lancashire County Council on improved ways to deliver services at a local level.

The Leader then paid tribute to the High Sheriff of Lancashire – Peter Robinson, for his leadership of the Castle Campaign.  

Finally, he wished to record the Council's appreciation to staff in the new Contact Centre and to pass on congratulations to the Community Development Team on their success at the Royal Lancashire Show.  

335

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Leader, Councillor Frank Dyson, commented on the Leader’s remarks in respect of the White Paper on local government reorganisation.  He believed that the way forward was to form mutual alliances in order to keep the identity of Ribble Valley and asked the Leader to reflect on this.  The Leader confirmed that he would reflect on these matters but would proceed with caution and careful consideration when the White Paper was published.   Councillor Dyson also referred to national comments made by the Shadow Transport Minister in respect of denationalisation of railways and asked Councillor Hill for his views on the matter.  Councillor Hill agreed that denationalisation had been a negative step for the railway system in this country.

Finally, Councillor Dyson referred to the Leader’s comments on the Council's finances and reminded him of the sound foundations which had been put in place by the Liberal Democrats, when they were in power.  Councillor Hill said that the Council continued to apply sound fiscal policies to improve services and quality of life for the benefit of the residents of Ribble Valley.  

Mr R Loebell of Clitheroe had submitted written questions relating to the introduction of a dog licence for Ribble Valley and a ban on chewing gum in the valley.  Unfortunately, Mr Loebell did not attend the meeting and therefore the Chief Executive read his questions.

The Leader thanked Mr Loebell for his written question, and stated that under the Council's standing orders, it was not permissible to speak on the same topic on two consecutive meetings.  However, the Leader stated that he was prepared, on this occasion, to consider Mr Loebell’s questions on the basis that they related to the future intentions of the Council.  He confirmed that the Council had no plans to debate either the introduction of dog licences or banning chewing gum because no appropriate statutory power existed to address either of the issues, no general public concern had been expressed on the matters and the Council already had procedures in place to deal with those problems which Mr Loebell had highlighted.   

336

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Community Committee – 18 July 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Planning and Development Committee – 20 July 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Personnel Committee – 26 July 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Housing Committee – 27 July 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Policy and Finance Committee – 1 August 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 3 August 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Licensing Committee – 10 August 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Planning and Development Committee – 15 August 2006 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 16 August 2006 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 17 August 2006 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 8.06pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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