	



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 21 September 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor J Holgate (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Housing Manager and Housing Strategy Officer.

383

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor Margaret Sutcliffe.

384

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 July 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

385

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

386

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

387

EMPTY PROPERTIES PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report keeping Committee informed of the progress being made and bringing the eleven identified priority empty properties back into use.  The Housing Strategy Officer also asked Committee that two other properties be added to this list that had been identified via complaints from neighbours and reports to officers.  She also informed Committee that she had now acquired a list from the empty properties person in Council Tax of properties that had been vacant for some time.  She would be checking on these in due course.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to add 53 Chapel Hill, Longridge and Lynwood, Yorke Lane, Langho to the priority empty property list and continue to support the work carried out in bringing empty properties back into use.

388

TENANT SATISFACTION SURVEY RESULTS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the tenant’s satisfaction results achieved during capital schemes in 2005/06.  The Housing Manager reported that the overall satisfaction was over 98% and that this enabled negotiations for future tenders with these contractors.  It was reported that the Accounts and Audit Committee had considered an item with regard to contracts and tendering and that its conclusions would be fed back to Housing Committee in due course.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

389

GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Committee received a report on the progress with various schemes currently being undertaken and the housing performance relating to the relevant best value indicators.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

390

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

391

APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS - HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER UPDATE

A report was submitted from the Director of Community Services updating Committee with progress on the appointment of legal and communications advisors in respect of stock transfer.  The Housing Manager reported that the lead advisor had now been appointed.  This was PricewaterhouseCoopers and that interviews for the legal advisors and communications advisors would be taking place the following week.  She informed Committee that we were still waiting to hear from the Department of Communities and Local Government as to whether Ribble Valley Borough Council had been accepted on the stock transfer list.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

392
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES – GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of eight disabled facilities grants, six minor works grants and one landlord/tenant grant.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

393
RECENT RENOVATION GRANT TENDERS WHICH EXCEED THE GRANT MAXIMUM

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the recent renovation grant tenders for three properties which exceed the grant maximum and asking that these be considered.  The Housing Strategy Officer reported that the properties had been inspected and a full specification had been prepared to go out to tender.  On receipt of the tenders it was found that three of them exceeded the £20,000 maximum limit and, as such, would need the approval of Committee to go ahead.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to approve the three renovation grants in excess of the grant maximum;  and

2.
agree that any extra budget required would be taken from the empty property monies from the last financial year. 

The meeting closed at 7.35pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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