	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 28 September 2006 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

Mrs M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

G B Barnes


Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

J Cradock 


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

E Miller


Bowland Forest (Lower)

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

G Cowling


Grindleton

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

S Sturrock


Read & Chatburn

A Mashiter


Read

C Law



Read

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J B Hill



Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

D M Midgeley


Waddington

K Jackson


Waddington

J Robinson


Wiswell

S Law



Wiswell

In attendance: Chief Executive, the Director of Development Services and the Street Scene Manager.

Also in attendance: District Partnership Officer for Lancashire County Council.

409

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Bailey, M Ranson, M Robinson, C Ross and N C Walsh and from the following Parish Representatives:

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

K Winstanley


Bowland Forest (Higher)

A Yearing


Clitheroe Town Council

I Wolstencroft


Clitheroe Town Council 

410

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Warkman reminded Committee that the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership Open Day would commence with a workshop at 2pm followed by the Open Board meeting at 5pm

411

CLITHEROE CASTLE PROJECT

The Chairman apologised for the fact that Rebecca Kay was unable to make her presentation to Committee on the Clitheroe Castle project due to unforeseen circumstances.  She promised that this presentation would be made at the next meeting on 23 November.  

412

INSURANCE UPDATE

Committee received an update report following on from minute 276 of Committee dated 3 August 2006.  Letters had been sent to Parish Councils requesting information on insurance and their possible interest in a group scheme to be provide by Zurich Municipal.  

To date 13 Parish Councils had responded with 11 of those expressing an interest in such a scheme.  It was suggested that Zurich be asked to send a representative to a future meeting to explain more about how such a scheme could operate. 

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report be noted; and 

2.
Zurich Municipal be invited to attend a future meeting of this Committee to discuss this matter in more detail.

413

RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

The Director of Development Services reminded Members about the Local Strategic Partnership Open Day which was taking place on Monday, 2 October 2006.  There would be a series of workshops on the main themes of the Strategic Partnership such as health, access, crime and disorder etc.  This would then be followed by an open board meeting at 5pm.  

He also referred to the fact that Julie Duerden had resigned from her post as Lancashire Strategic Partnership Co-ordinator and the work was currently being covered by the two members of the regeneration team.  He was hopeful that the vacancy could be advertised soon.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

414

STREET NAMING

The Street Scene Manager referred to the discussions which had taken place at Overview and Scrutiny Committee in June and Community Committee in September on the subject of the Council's procedures for street naming.  The Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee had recommended to Community Committee that:

1.
Community Committee be asked to look again at the role of Members in the naming of streets; 

2.
Consider the creation of a pool of street names to be used when naming individual streets;

3.
Reconsider the whole question of naming of streets after individuals whether alive or deceased; 

4.
Look at speeding up the process to comply with the requirements of the new land and property gazetteer. 

He explained that the main issue was around the question of naming streets after people with a historical or commercial link with the area.  

Community Committee at their meting in September resolved that

1.
a working group consisting of three Conservatives, two Liberal Democrats and one Independent be amended to consider the suggested names having consulted with the Parish and Town Councils and that it be reported back to this Committee; 

2.
an item be placed on the Parish Council Liaison agenda to explain this request. 

Members then gave their comments on this matter and broadly welcomed the review of the Council's street naming procedures.   

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted. 

415

LANCASHIRE LOCALS

The District Partnership Officer gave an update report on the work currently being undertaken by Lancashire Locals.  He reported that there had recently been a special meeting to deal with the concerns of shopkeepers on Moor Lane, Clitheroe about traffic matters.   He also informed Members that the next meeting of Lancashire Locals would be held on Wednesday, 4 October 2006 in Clitheroe and would discuss issues such as parking on Moor Lane, Clitheroe, resident parking, allocation of highways funding, traffic problems in Sabden and the second phase children’s centres. 

Members then discussed their opinions of Lancashire Locals.  Concern was raised by the Longridge representatives in relation to the choice of a venue for a second phase children’s centre in Longridge.  

Generally there was a feeling that Lancashire Locals were working quite well and did have some delegated power to influence decisions. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

416

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a)
Deadlines and Websites – The Policy Development Officer reminded Parish Councils that the deadline for grant applications for Christmas lights was the end of October 2006.  He also asked that if any Parish Council had details of their website, they should inform the Borough Council so that the appropriate links could be formed with the Borough Council's website.

b)
Project Funds - Councillor John Hill informed Members that the Policy and Finance Committee of 26 September 2006 had agreed a Medium Term Financial Strategy which included funding to assist local communities with capital schemes.  


The administration of the funds would be considered by a working group of Councillors and agreed by the next meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee in November.  The money itself would then become available and Parish Councils would be notified.  It was anticipated that the monies would be spent during the current financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

417

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would take place on Thursday, 23 November 2006 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




H G Douglas


M Fielding


G H Sowter


J S Sutcliffe


C Warkman
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