	MINUTE NUMBERS 452 - 453 



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 18 October 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Mr B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Councillors:

C Law

M Birch

Independents:

P Walsh 

In attendance:  Legal Services Manager.

448

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Smith and D Taylor

449

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

450

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

451

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Bruce Dowles, Parish Clerk for Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley attended the meeting to discuss the agenda item with regards to monitoring the implementation of the Code of Conduct with particular reference to the Parish Councils in the Ribble Valley area and in particular the differences between the various parish clerks with regard to their skills.  He felt that Parish Clerks could be helped more and that problems with them could be addressed at Parish Clerks Forum or the Parish Council Liaison Committee.  He was assured by the Legal Services Manager that the comment made in the report was a general statement about the Parish Councils in the Ribble Valley and not a criticism of them.

452

Monitoring the implementation of the code of conduct

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report considering how the Council can monitor the Code of Conduct in relation to both members of this Authority and members of Parish Councils.  She informed Committee that at the moment there was no reminder for Councillors with regard to the Code of Conduct other than their initial requirement to indicate that they would abide by it at the beginning of their term of office.  She felt that there should be a system in place in the interim period between elections to remind Members from time to time of the requirements of the Code of Conduct.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
instruct the Legal Services Manager to prepare a report about the composition and responsibilities of this Committee to be presented to Parish Council Liaison Committee to include proposals for a process to ensure Councillors are reminded of the requirements of the Code of Conduct;  and

2.
that the Monitoring Officer/Legal Services Manager write to all Members of this Authority reminding them of the requirements of the Code on behalf of the Standards Committee enclosing a copy of their register of interest declaration with a request to update if appropriate.

453

THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS AND ITS REVIEW

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report including the Code of Conduct and the review.  She highlighted the issues and the executive summary of the recommendations made with regard to its review.  Committee felt it was imperative that the regime for declaring interest should be urgently addressed.  It was also felt that there should, perhaps, be a specific Code of Conduct for Planning Committee as this was slightly different from other Committees.  The Legal Services Manager also made reference to the Ethical Governance Toolkit and gave examples of where members could be in conflict with the Code of Conduct.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the proposed changes to the Code of Conduct;  and

2.
consider the provisions that need to be made at this stage to meet the requirements proposed by the review, including the consideration of a Code of Conduct specifically for Planning Committee.  

The meeting closed at 8.12pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Michelle Smith (414402).




B Jones


A Yearing
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