	MINUTE NUMBERS 683 - 685



Minutes of Policy & Finance Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 24 January 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor C J Holtom (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Financial Services Manager and Senior Accountant

Also in attendance:

674
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors B Collis and G H Sowter.  It was agreed that the Chief Executive should write to Councillor Collis wishing him a speedy recovery from his current illness.

675
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

676
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Rogerson declared an interest in the revenue budget 2006/2007 item insofar as he is a member of the Goosnargh and Longridge Agricultural Society.

677
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation.

678
REVENUE BUDGET 2006/07

The Director of Resources asked Members to consider his report which set out details of the draft revenue budget for 2006/07 for the Policy and Finance Committee along with a revised revenue budget for 2005/06.  He gave explanations where overspends had occurred in 2005/06.  

He pointed out that the revised estimate was £91,890 higher than the original estimate.  

In relation to the 2006/07 budget he highlighted four areas which had not been included in his earlier budget forecast:

· job evaluation;

· concessionary travel;

· three stream waste collection;

· contact centre.

He reported however that the provisional financial settlement was much better than he had anticipated resulting in an extra £507,000 for this Council and even after allowing for the extra cost of concessionary fares our grant settlements had increased by £251,000.  

Members then went through each service area in some detail and asked a number of questions on the figures presented.  They also discussed the grants to outside bodies, fees and charges and Committee service plans.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee approve the 2006/07 revenue budget as set out in the report;

2.
the consideration or the growth items be deferred until the Special meeting of this comm8ttee to enable the Corporate Management Team  to review them and report back; 

3.
Committee approve in principle the proposed fees and charges for this Committee; and

4.
the Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee be asked to carry out a review of the way the Council administers grants to voluntary bodies.

679
OVERALL REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2005/06 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME 2006/11

The Director of Resources presented his written report on the revised Capital Programme for 2005/06 and how this would be financed.  He commented on the likelihood of slippage and the overall position.

He also referred to his report on the proposed Capital Programme which gave details of the Council’s capital spending plans up to the year 2011.  He stressed that the programme in its current form was not balanced and would need some further work.  

Members then discussed the Capital Programme in some detail.  The original Capital Programme for the current year included schemes at a total estimated cost of £283,100.  Unfinished schemes from 2004/2005 totalling £185,660 had been added to the original programme and, in addition, the scheme to upgrade the financial ledger system for £101,100 had been brought forward from the five year Capital Programme.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee approve the revised Capital Programme for 2005/06;  and

2.
the five year Capital Programme be referred to Corporate Management Team for further work to be carried out and then referred back to this Committee for final approval.

680
COUNCIL TAX BASE

The Director of Resources submitted his report on longer term empty properties.  He reminded Committee that they had considered the council tax base at their last meeting and had agreed to defer consideration of the council tax on long term empty properties pending further information.  He commented that the Council Tax Regulations now allowed billing authorities to change the discount allowed on longer term properties.  The current position was that where a property was unoccupied or unfurnished the first six months were exempt from council tax and after that a charge of 50% was levied.  The Regulations now allowed the Council to amend the charge after six months.  However, any change would affect all empty properties and could not be targeted against particular areas or properties.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee take no action on this matter.

681
CONSULTATION ON NEW STRATEGIC HEALTH AUTHORITY ARRANGEMENTS IN THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

The Chief Executive asked Committee to consider and make comments on a Consultation Document to establish a new single North West Strategic Health Authority.  He commented that the Department of Health’s document “Commissioning a Patient Led NHS” was published on 28 July 2005 and set out a changed role for strategic Health Authorities and Primary Care Trusts.  The Consultation Document dated December 2005 contained a proposal to dissolve the existing three North West Strategic Health Authorities and to establish a single North West Strategic Health Authority.  He reminded Members that the consultation period would close on 22 March 2006.  

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive respond to the Consultation Document informing the Department of Health that this Council was not in favour of the changes proposed and would prefer that the Cumbria and Lancashire Strategic Health Authority remain in operation.  

682
PROPOSALS FOR THE CONFIGURATION OF NHS AMBULANCE TRUSTS IN ENGLAND

The Chief Executive sought Committee’s comments on a Consultation Document from the Secretary of State for Health which set out proposals for organisation/boundary changes of Ambulance Service NHS Trusts in England.

Following a review of ambulances services in 2004/05 a report titled “Taking Health Care to the Patient:  Transforming NHS Ambulance Services” was published in 2005.  One of the 70 recommendations in that review concerned the configuration of Ambulance Service NHS Trusts.

The Secretary of State for Health had now published a consultation paper dated December 2005 which set out proposals for the future configuration of Ambulance Service NHS Trusts in England.  Responses to the consultation should be made by 22 March 2006 and the key proposal was to provide 11 large integrated Ambulance Trusts in England with a single Ambulance Trust covering the whole of the north west region which would cover Merseyside, Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester and Lancashire. 

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive respond to the Consultation Document informing the Secretary of State for Health that this Council is not in favour of the proposed changes and would prefer to see a Ambulance Service NHS Trust covering Lancashire as at present.

683
CONSULTATION ON NEW PRIMARY CARE TRUST Arrangements for the Cumbria and Lancashire Strategic Health Authority Area

The Chief Executive asked Committee to consider and comment on the above mentioned Consultation Document.  He reminded Members that at the meeting of this Committee on 20 September 2005, a pre Consultation Document on proposals for the reconfiguration of Primary Care Trusts and the Strategic Health Authority were considered.  The Chief Executive had written to the Strategic Health Authority detailing the Council’s observations on a proposed Lancashire wide PCT which is considered too remote from customers, much too large and unwieldy and lacking in local accountability.  The Council had suggested three PCTs for Lancashire based on sub-regional areas with the Ribble Valley forming part of an East Lancashire PCT including Burnley, Pendle, Rossendale, Hyndburn and Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive respond to the Consultation Document again reiterating our view that three Primary Care Trusts should be established for Lancashire covering Lancaster, Flyde and Wyre for North Lancashire; Burnley, Rossendale, Pendle, Hyndburn and Ribble Valley for East Lancashire; and West Lancashire, South Ribble, Chorley and Preston for Central Lancashire.

684
TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2006/07

The Chief Executive submitted a suggested timetable for meeting for 2006/07.  Members then discussed the timetable. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the timetable of meetings for 2006/07. 

685
RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Development Services referred to his report which clarified the Governance and financial management of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership following the allocation of “second homes funds” in the year 2005/06 and the production of an interim expenditure report to Lancashire County Council in November 2005.  He reminded Committee that in 2005 it has been agreed that the additional revenue brought in by an increase in second homes council tax would be given to the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  

In October 2005 the Strategic Partnership Officer had been asked to produce an interim report to the Lancashire County Council regarding the expenditure of the Partnership.  As part of that report a number of issues were raised which were contained within the report.  The total income from the second homes fund to the Partnership was £86,802.  Out of this £24,000 had been carried forward to 2006/2007, £10,000 was used for the market towns manager, £35,000 was used to support local community projects and £17,383 was needed for the Strategic Partner Officer costs.  

The guidance from the County Council stipulated certain provisions attached to the funding.  One of those provisions stated that unused funds may be carried forward into the following financial year as long as the total carried forward did not exceed 25% of the latest year’s contributions unless permission was granted by the County Council.  This year the Strategic Partnership would not be carrying forward in excess of the £25,000 of our contributions but this may be considered in future years.

The guidance from the County Council also stipulated that finances must adhere to the processes of the Local District Council.  The Council holds the funds for the Strategic Partnership and one aspect of this guidance was that the spending decisions of the Local Strategic Partnership would be communicated to the District Host Authority and should be ratified by the Authority through its usual executive process.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note this report;  and

2.
confirm the scheme of delegation to the Director of Development Services regarding the funding expenditure of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.

686
REORGANISATION OF THE RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Development Services asked Committee to agree to the changes proposed to the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership and nominate representatives of the Council on the new Board.  A Working Group had been appointed by the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership to re-examine its membership and purpose.   This group had recommended that the size of the Board should be reduced and the Steering Group be disbanded.  It also suggested that the Group should focus available resources within the Strategic Partnership on key themes or projects for each financial year.  This would mean that the Strategic Partnership could be more effective in these areas and add greater value to the work of partners within the district.

These recommendations were agreed by the Strategic Partnership Board at their last meeting on 12 December.  It was also agreed that a further Working Group be established to decide the representation of the new Board.  That Working Group had met on 10 January 2006 and the new representation and structure of the Strategic Partnership was set out in the report.  The Membership of the Board would therefore be reduced from 48 members to 15.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree the new structure of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership Board;  and

2.
nominate the Council leader and one Conservative Member as Board Members from the Borough Council.

687
REFERENCE FROM COMMITTEE – COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION

The Director of Resources reported that Community Committee had considered this item at its last meeting and, whilst the bins for recyclable material which were to be provided as part of this three stream waste collection were to be funded by a grant from DEFRA, this grant would not be used for bins for residual waste.  The Director of Resources explained there was therefore a need to bring forward a sum of £80,500 from the Capital Programme for Community Committee from 2006/07 to 2005/06 to purchase these residual waste bins.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to bring forward from the Community Committee Capital Programme the sum of £80,500 from financial year 2006/07 to financial year 2005/06 in order to fund the provision of the residual waste bins.  

688
DEBTORS STATEMENTS AND ACCOUNT RECOVERY

The Director of Resources submitted reports on the following:

· National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR);

· Council Tax;

· Sundry Debtors.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted.

689
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the following item being exempt information under Categories 7 and 9 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

690
REQUEST TO PURCHASE COUNCIL OWNED LAND ADJACENT TO QUEENSWAY, CLITHEROE


Committee considered a request made by City Park Projects to purchase land in the Council’s ownership, adjacent to Queensway, Clitheroe.  This application relates to a current planning application in respect of adjoining land and buildings.


Members considered this request in detail and asked a number of questions in relation to the proposed use of the land and the valuation received.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to sell plots 1, 2 and 3 shown on Appendix 1 to the report upon terms to be agreed by this Committee, subject to planning permission being granted for the current planning application;  and

2.
do not agree to sell the land shown at a Appendix 1 as plot A until further information is provided to this Committee on the precise use of this land. 

The meeting closed at 9.44pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414430).
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