	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 12 September 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager and Environmental Health Manager.

343

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Bailey, J Hill, S Hirst and B Jones.

344

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 July 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Director of Community Services gave an update on minute 211 with regard to the waste PFI.  

345

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Sterry declared an interest in agenda item number 8 with regard to disposal charges for charity shops.  

346

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

347

CAFÉ AT EDISFORD, RIVERBANK, CLITHEROE 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee about the progress being made with regard to the replacement of the café building at Edisford, Riverbank, Clitheroe as part of the terms and conditions of the present lease arrangement.  He informed Committee that planning consent had been granted in respect of Mr Purdy’s application and the plan was on display for Committee to see.  He now asked Committee if they were satisfied with the design and construction of the proposed facility so that he could inform Mr Purdy to go ahead with the works.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the proposed scheme to refurbish the café at Edisford, Riverbank, Clitheroe subject to an agreement being entered into between the Council and the Lessee to secure satisfactory completion of the works by 31 March 2007.  

348
STREET NAMING – REFERRAL FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY (SERVICES) COMMITTEE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report inviting Members to consider a matter which had been referred to this Committee from the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee regarding the naming of streets of new developments within the borough.  

Committee felt that they needed direction as to what was an acceptable street name and that there needed to be a more efficient way of coming up with names so that they were readily available for officers to apply as and when developments were finished.  It was suggested that a pool of names should be made and that there should not be a hard and fast rule about not using people’s names.  It was felt that people’s names would be acceptable if they had exceptional historical/commercial connections to the area.  It was also suggested that Parish Councils might be asked for appropriate street names for within their areas that could be put into either pool ready for any developments there might be.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
a working group consisting of three Conservatives, two Liberal Democrats and one Independent be convened to consider the suggested names having consulted the Parish and Town Councils and that it be reported back to this Committee; and

2.
an item be placed on the Parish Council Liaison agenda to explain this request.  

349

CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS IN LONGRIDGE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee about an approach that had been made by the Longridge Town Council for the Borough Council to ‘hand back children’s play areas in Longridge to the Town Council’.

Having spoken to the Town Council, Councillor Flitcroft advised Committee that he had found that the Town Council wanted to include all recreational areas and not just the play areas.  This needed further clarification as this would have a significant impact on the Borough Council if all these areas were to be handed back.  The question regarding concurrent functions was something that ought to be sorted out first before requests like this should be considered.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the comments of the Longridge Town Council; 

2.
clarify with the Longridge Town Council the exact areas of land they have in mind; 

3.
explain to the Longridge Town Council what full responsibility means with regard to maintenance and budgets etc; and

4.
await the outcome of the investigation into concurrent functions with particular reference to recreational facilities boroughwide, before taking any further action.

350

COMMERCIAL WASTE CHARGES TO CHARITY SHOPS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Committee of the challenge made by several charities in respect of the charges by this Council for waste collection and disposal from charity shops.  Historically, the Borough Council had treated charities and similar type premises as businesses and required them to purchase trade waste sacks in order for us to collect and dispose of their waste.  However, recently the Borough Council had been approached by several charities claiming that they were being over charged by the Council in being made to pay waste disposal costs.  They argued that under section 2 of the Controlled Waste Regulations 1992 waste from premises occupied by a charity and wholly or mainly used for charitable purposes is to be treated as household waste for which a collection charge can be made but because it is a household waste charges for waste disposal and landfill, should not be levied.   The Street Scene Manager informed Committee that any changes to the current policy could have wider implications and would automatically include other premises listed within the regulations.  It was also felt that as an act of good faith, the disposal costs from the start of this financial year estimated at £1,890 should be repaid.  This applied to all affected premises not just charity shops.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the report; 

2.
change the current policy and withdraw disposal charges to charities and similar premises; and

3.
agree to repay disposal costs from the start of this financial year. 

351
SMOKE FREE PREMISES AND VEHICLES – DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CONSULTATION

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the draft response to the smoke free premises and vehicles Department of Health Consultation paper.  The Environmental Health Manager outlined for background and issues relating to this consultation paper with regard to three sets of smoke free regulations including general provisions, exemptions, vehicles, penalties and discounted amounts.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report; and

2.
approve the response to this consultation document with the following amendments.

· 2.3 environmental health services to be given greater emphasis and support as the preferred local authority enforcement body; and 

· 2.6 extend to include hospital grounds

352
ENFORCEMENT OF CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider and allocate new enforcement powers and determine levels on fixed penalty fines in relation to the new provisions.  The new provisions included various offences that fell under the remit of either the Environmental Health Manager or the Street Scene Manager.  The Environmental Health Manager had made a table of the offences and suggested penalties for such offences.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the report; 

2.
approve the service responsibilities for enforcement and fixed penalty limits as recommended in the table attached as an Appendix to these minutes; 

3.
delegate any amendments or future changes to the appropriate service director; and

4.
appropriate publicity be done with regard to these new control measures.

353

CLITHEROE CYCLING GRAND PRIX

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information with regard to the recently held Clitheroe Cycling Grand Prix and Castlefield event.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

354

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on street cleansing, Clitheroe Castle Scheme, Edisford Options Appraisal, Longridge Dual Use Agreement, Ribble Valley Visitor Guide 2006, Ribble Valley Tourism Association, Lancashire and Blackpool Tourism Awards, Royal Lancashire Show, PR activity and Lancashire Rural Tourism Initiative.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

355

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The general report of the Director of Development Services was submitted for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, United Utilities Annual Stakeholder Report 2006, Drinking Water Inspectorates Annual Report, Consumer Council for Water 2006 Review, an update on Clitheroe Market and Integrated/Catchment Plan Consultation document.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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