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1 PURPOSE  
 
1.1 To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting. 
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities: 
 

• Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s 
ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer. 

 
2  PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES RISK ASSESSMENT PROGRESS 
 
2.1 I am pleased to report that much needed progress is being made with meeting the 

EU/Drinking Water Inspectorate 31 December 2014 deadline for completion of the 
initial Risk Assessment and compliance sampling of our private water supplies.  

 
2.2 The majority of the commercial supplies have now being completed, the project lead 

officer Matthew Riding has confirmed every effort will continue to be made to 
complete the inspection schedule of 84 remaining supplies by the 31 December 2014 
deadline. 

 
3        DOG CONTROL ORDERS 
 
3.1 I am pleased to report that the new Dog Control Orders became operative on 

1 August.  Community Committee are to consider and agree further related reports 
on 2 September in relation to authorisation of enforcement officers for the 
considerable range of controls available under the Clean Neighbourhoods & 
Environment Act 2005 including dog control issues 

 
3.2       They are also to consider and approve fixed penalty fines under the new regime to 

be set at £80 with early payment of £50, if paid within 7 days. 
 
4      LOCAL GOVERNMENT DECLARATION ON TOBACCO CONTROL 
 
4.1 Lancashire County Council Public Health ‘Tobacco Control and Stop Smoking 

Services’ has recently circulated a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ briefing paper on 
the Local Government Declaration on Tobacco Control. A copy of this paper is 
attached for your consideration as Appendix A to this report. 

 
5 NW ENERGY TASK FORCE – ‘LOCAL BENEFITS OF SHALE GAS EXTRACTION ‘ 
 
5.1 The North West Energy Task Force, a campaign supported by 450 businesses and 

academics, including economists and earth scientists, has launched a research 
paper on the potential benefits that shale gas development could bring to the North 
West. 

 
5.2 Their main conclusion is that ‘further research is needed on how the region can best 

take advantage of the shale opportunity’, how can the views of stakeholders be taken 
into account; what skills should colleges and universities be focussed on to ensure 
local residents benefit from new jobs; how many new homes will be required to meet 
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demand, what new transport infrastructure will be needed to support the expanded 
economy? 

 
5.3 The report highlights that North West Task Force was created to understand how 

responsible extraction of natural gas from Lancashire’s shale could be used to create 
jobs, generate economic growth and boost revenues. The report recognises that the 
organisation is financially supported by Centrica Energy and Cuadrilla Resources, 
however, their activities and views are independent.  

  
5.4 If you are interested, a copy of this organisations report can be downloaded from 

www.nwenergy.org.uk 
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For further information please ask for  James  Russell on 01200 414466. 
 
1. Local Government Declaration on Tobacco Control. 
 
2. North West Energy Task Force – Exploring Shale series – What local benefits will 

shale gas extraction bring to the North West. 
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