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1. PURPOSE

1.1
To let members of Committee see the outcome of the review carried out by Lancashire County Council Overview & Scrutiny Committee into the operation of the Parkwise partnership.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
‘Parkwise’ is the umbrella under which on-street and off-street parking is managed in a partnership between the County Council and all 12 Districts in Lancashire.

2.2
The review was initiated by the County Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee which set up a Task Group to consider the operation of the scheme and if it was meeting its policy objectives.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
Parkwise has been up and running since September 2004 and we have carried out both on-street and off-street parking enforcement in Ribble Valley using staff directly employed by the Council since that date.

3.2
The report sets out what the County Council’s views on Parkwise are in respect of three particular areas.

· Organisation and Administration;

· Objectives and Strategies; and

· Communications and Publicity

3.3
To assist in the process both John Heap, Director of Community Services and Graham Jagger, Street Scene Manager attended an interview with the task group to give oral evidence, something which the officers are thanked for in the final report.

3.4
Of some concern still to the Borough Council is that no Agreement has yet been signed with the County Council regarding Parkwise and the financial arrangements are still unresolved although nearer now following recent discussions.

3.5
Borough Council representatives on the Lancashire Local have made it known that they consider Parkwise as being a matter that they feel ought to fall within the Locals remit and to be kept appraised of relevant matters in the future.

4.
CONCLUSION

4.1
The report of the County Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee Task Group is made available for information of members of this Committee who are advised to note its contents.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Graham Jagger on 01200 414523.
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