	



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 31 October 2006 starting at 7pm


Present:

Councillor P Ainsworth (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Director of Resources, Legal Services Manager and HR Manager.

461

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J E Alcock, D A Berryman, K Butler, D C Eccleston, J N Flitcroft, B Jones, G Pye, J S Reese, R E Sherras, D Taylor and the Director of Community Services.

462

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend John Hartley, opened the meeting with prayers. 

463

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items for public participation.

464

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29 August 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

465

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.  The Mayor made a presentation to the Chief Executive of an award for the best kept toilets category in the Best Kept Village awards.

466

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader began by reporting on the Council's success in respect of national performance indicators for 2005/2006.  Analysis showed that 56% of performance  indicators had improved between 2000 and 2005 and 38% were performing in the best top quartile which was above the range for Councils with a ‘fair’ CPA rating.  He was also pleased to report that following a successful challenge to an Environment Inspection earlier in the year, the Council had gained a ‘Promising Prospects for Improvement’ accreditation and awarded a ‘Good-2 star service’ rating as a result.  

The Leader noted that the introduction of formal service planning across all areas of Council activity had contributed significantly to performance improvement.  He also reported that the level of complaints received by the Council remained low and that complaints were dealt with promptly.

The Leader further reported on the Council's success in respect of financial management and was pleased to inform the meeting that the Council had been able to set aside significant funds to help voluntary organisations and Parish Councils within the Ribble Valley.  In addition, £600,000 had been set aside to support further capital projects.  

The Leader then commented on the recent publication of the Government’s White Paper on the future of local government.  The White Paper provided an opportunity for the Council to build on its growing relationship with the County Council to deliver excellent service to the residents of Ribble Valley.  He also believed that the White Paper offered choice for district Councils including increased empowerment for Councillors to respond to local issues with greater freedoms to speak on planning and licensing issues.  The Leader highlighted key points in the White Paper and confirmed that he was due to meet with the Leader of the County Council to discuss the White Paper in detail and that a special report on the implications of the Paper would be submitted to a special meeting of Council on 27 November 2006.  

Finally, the Leader confirmed that the Council would continue to strengthen its commitment to the Government’s ethical framework through the activities of its Standards Committee.  In particular, action was to be taken to improve the understanding and implementation of the Code of Conduct for both Members and Parish Councillors.  A report outlining the aims and objectives of the Standards Committee would be submitted to the next meeting of the Parish Council Liaison Committee.  The Leader praised the contribution made by Parish Councils to the work of the Council.  

467

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Leader, Councillor F E Dyson, asked if the Leader could confirm when the 3 stream waste collection service would be extended to other areas of the borough.  The Leader responded by saying that a decision had not yet been made on future extension to the scheme, as consultation and evaluation with the recipients of the pilot scheme was still underway, however, he felt it was unlikely that the scheme would be extended further before May 2007.   

The Shadow Leader then asked for an update in respect of the proposal to extend facilities at Longridge Sports Centre and Roefield Leisure Centre.  The Leader confirmed that discussions were still ongoing and that a report on Longridge Sports Centre would be submitted to the next meeting of the Community Committee.

Finally, Councillor Dyson asked what progress the Council was making to reduce pollution in response to national issues related to global climate change and degradation.  The Leader confirmed that a working group had already been established to consider environmental issues and would report to Community Committee in due course.  

468

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Minutes of Special Personnel Committee – 30 August 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 12 September 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 14 September 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Account and Audit Committee – 19 September 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Personnel Committee – 20 September 2006  


This meeting was not quorate and did not take place.

(vi)
Housing Committee – 21 September 2006 

Councillor M Sutcliffe asked for an update on progress in respect of the housing stock transfer.  The Chief Executive read out a letter received from the MP for housing which indicated that a place had been reserved on the stock transfer list for Ribble Valley pending further detail of costings and timescales.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Policy and Finance Committee – 26 September 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received with the exception of minutes 400 and 401.

Minute 400 – revision of financial regulations.  

RESOLVED:
That the revised financial regulations be approved.

Minute 401 – revision of contract procedures.

RESOLVED:
That the contract procedure rules as amended and standing orders 29-40 be replaced with a new standing order 29 as set out in the report.  

(viii)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 28 September 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Licensing Committee – 5 October 2006
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Planning and Development Committee – 10 October 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 17 October 2006.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

xii)
Standards Committee – 18 October 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

xiii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 19 October 2006.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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